/ 


!■ 


,V' 


...*  ' ' 


"<  ' 


i 


y 


i- 


[ 


\ 


'  '  .c 


‘,*';''T; 


V, 


THE 


HISTORY 

OF  THE 

SEVEN  YEARS  WAR. 

PART  I. 


TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  FRENCH 


E  Y 

THOMAS  HOLCROFT. 


T  O  N  D  O  N: 

PRINTED  FOR 

G.  G.  J.  AND  J.  ROBINSON, 
PATERNOSTER-ROW. 


•  M.DCC.LXXXIX. 


f 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2020  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  4  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Librari« 


A  f 


•I’lr 


m 


httpsy/archive.org/details/vofihistoryofmyoOOtred 


^  V  T 


CONTENT  S 


O  F 


PART  r. 


CHAP. 

NTERN  AL  Regulations  of  Prulfia  and  Auftria 


during  the  Peace. 


Page.  1 


CHAP.  II. 


Of  War  and  Politics,  from  the  Year  1746  to  the 


p.  t6 


CHAP.  III. 


Caufe  of  the  Rupture  between  France  and  England. 
Negotiation  of  Lord  Holdernefs,  Alliance  between 
Pruflia  and  England.  Offers  of  Mf.  Rouille,  Eni". 
baffy  of  the  Duke  de  Nivernois,  France  offended. 
War  declared  againft  England.  Cape  Breton  taken 
by  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  The  Englilh,  terrified 
by  flat-bottomed  Boats,  fend  for  the  Hanoverians 
and  Heflians.  Ruflia  ftrengthens  herfelf  on  the 
I'fontiers  of  Pruflia,  The  Auftrians  affemble  two 


A  3 


CONTENTS. 


Armies  in  Bohemia.  Intelligence  obtained  from 
the  Archives  of  Drefden  that  difcovers  all  the  My- 
ftery  of  Iniquity.  Quarrel  with  Auftria.  Reafons  for 
declaring  War.  Firft  Difpofitions  of  the  Troops. 
Plan  of  the  Campaign.  p.  43 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  March  into  Saxony.  The  famous  Camp  of  Pirna. 
Bohemia  entered.  Battle  of  Lowofitz.  Campaign 
of  Marftial  Schwerin.  The  Succour  at  Schandau 
rendered  inefFedtual.  The  Saxons  taken*  Winter 
Quarters.  Line  formed  by  the  Troops.  p.  66 


C  H‘  A  P.  V. 


The  Winter  of  1756  to  1757. 


P'  97 


CHAP. 

_  < 

The  Campaign  of  1757. 

CHAP. 


VI. 

p,  114 

•  I 

VIL 


The  Winter  of  1757  to  1758. 


p.  221 


CHAP.  VIII. 

J 

Campaign  of  1758. 


P-  233 


CHAP*  IX. 


Winter  of  1758  to  1759. 


p.  297 
PREFACE. 


PREFACE. 


I  HAVE  before  written  a  narrative  of  the 
two  wars  which  Pruflia  made  on  Silefia 
and  Bohemia.  This  narrative  was  the  work 
of  a  young  man,  and  the  confequence  of 
that  frenzy  for  writing  which,  in  Europe, 
is  become  a  kind  of  epidemic  difeafe.  After 
the  peace  of  1746  I  renounced  hiftory,  be- 
caufe  that  political  intrigues,  when  they  are 
unproductive,  do  not  merit  more  confidera- 
tion  than  do  the  cabals  of  private  fociety ; 
and  becaufe  that  the  interior  adminiftration 
of  a  ftate  does  not  furnilh  fufficient  materials 
for  hiftory.  The  war  which  happened  in 
1756  occafioned  me  to  change  my  opinion. 
It  had  been  preceded  by  fo  much  artifice, 
and  the  number  of  our  enemies  was  fo  fu- 
perior  to  the  forces  of  Pruflia,  that  a  hiftory 
on  fubjeds  of  fuch  importance  appeared  to 
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me  not  unworthy  of  being  tranfmitted  t« 
pofterity.  For  this  purpofe,  at  the  con-^ 
clufion  of  each  campaign,  I  wrote  memoirs 
on  the  events  it  had  produced,  and  while 
the  memory  of  them  was  recent.  But, 
thefe  fa<^s  being  ftrongly  connedied  with 
political  affairs,  I  was  obliged  to  make  the 
latter  a  part  of  my  plan.  In  this  work  I 
have  had  two  principal  objects  in  view  :  the 
hrft  was  to  demonftrate  to  pofterity  that 
the  avoiding  of  this  war  did  not  depend  upon 
me,  and  that  the  honour  and  the  welfare  of 
the  ftate  prevented  my  confenting  tq  peace 
under  other  conditions  than  thofe  ftipulated 
when  peace  was  concluded  ;  ^nd  the  fecond 
to  relate  all  military  operations,  as  clearly 
and  with  as  much  precifion  as  was  poflible, 
that  I  might  leave  an  authentic  collection 
of  the  advantageous  and  difadvantageous 
fituations,  as  they  occurred  in  the  provinces 
and  kingdoms  where  war  was  made,  for  the 
inftruClion  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenbourg, 
whenever  it  may  again  have  to  contend 

with  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 

s  The 
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The  fuccefs  of  any  war  depends  gteatly 
on  the  capacity  of  the  general ;  on  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  places  he  occupies,  and  on  the 
art  with  which  he  may  derive  advantage 
from  his  lituation  ;  either  in  preventing  the 
enemy  from  taking  Tuch  pofts  as  might 
favour  his  purpofe,  or  in  choofing  himfelf 
thofe  moft  conducive  to  fuccefs.  Numerous 
examples  in  proof  of  this  alTertion  will  be 
found  in  thefe  memoirs.  Little  attention 
will  be  requifite  to  fhow  the  elFe<^^  with 
which  the  Auftrians  took  certain  pofitions, 
and  that  with  which  thePruffians  affumed  cer¬ 
tain  others.  May  God  grant  that  no  fecond 
war,  equally  complicated  and  difficult  with 
that  we  have  lately  terminated,  ffiould  ever 
be  feen  !  It  is  not  probable  that  any  limilar 
chain  of  caufes  ffiould,  in  a  ffiort  time,  pro¬ 
duce  the  fame  circumftances  as  thofe  under 
which  we  were.  When  Pruffia  ffiall  not 
have  to  oppofe  fo  many  powers,  ffie  may 
always  cover  Silefia  and  the  electorate  of 
Brandenbourg,  by  immediately  penetrating 
with  her  army  into  Bohemia.  On  an  occa- 
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fion  like  this,'  the  camps  of  Saxony  and 
Bohemia,  concerning  which  I  have  fpoken 
fo  particularly,  may  be  ufeful ;  and  will 
abridge  the  labour  of  thofe  who  fhall  con¬ 
duct  the  war,  in  which  one  of  the  things 
moft  difficult  is,  when  war  is  to  be  carried 
on  in  a  country  but  little  known,  to  be  well 
aware  of  which  is  the  beft  road  firfl  to 
march.  Politions  are  frequently  obliged  to 
be  taken  at  a  venture,  for  want  of  knowing 
which  is  good ;  and  which  are  perhaps  in 
the  vicinity.  Timidity  is  the  confequence  ; 
and  a  camp  ill  chofen  is  expofed  to  the  ut- 
mofl;  peril ;  inftead  of  which,  when  camps 
are  by  experience  found  to  be  good,  every 
ftep  is  more  decifive  and  more  methodical. 
I  mull  however  obferve,  that  camps  are 
good  or  bad  according  to  circumftances  ;  as, 
for  example,  that  of  Torgau  is  admirable, 
when  it  can  be  filled  with  feventy  thoufand 
men ;  but  defedive  when  thirty  thoufand 
mult  be  oppofed  to  fixty  thoufand,  becaufe 
they  will  be  too  much  difperfed,  confe- 
quently  weakened ;  and  the  enemy,  if  he 
,  .  ‘  ■  pleafe. 
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pleafe,  may  force  it  on  that  fide  where  it 
fhall  be  the  moft  feeble.  A  camp  is  like  a 
garment,  that  ought  neither  to  be  too  large 
nor  too  fmall  for  the  wearer.  If  a  choice 
muft  be  made,  however,  it  is  better  to  have 
too  many  men  than  too  few.  There  are  other 
camps  which  cover  a  part  of  the  ground, 
but  which  become  defedive  if  the  enemy 
by  his  motions  fhall  change  his  pofition : 
the  camp  of  Landfhut,  admirable  as  it  is  for 
the  covering  of  Lower  Silefia,  becomes  bad 
and  incapable  of  defence  fo  foon  as  thelmpe- 
rialifts  fhall  pofTefs  Glatz  and  Wartha,  be- 
caufe  that  it  will  then  be  totally  turned.  In 
fimilar  cafes  the  judgment  ought  to  didate 
the  part  that  fhould  be  taken.  It  ought 
particularly  to  be  guarded  againft  fervile 
imitation,  which  is  wrong.  And  wherefore?' 
Becaufe  that  generals  never  are  placed  in 
exadly  fimilar  fituations.  There  may  be 
fomething  relative  in  their  pofitions  I  allow  f 
but  examine  them  well,  and  infinite  varieties 
will  be  found  ;  becaufe  that  nature,  in  every 
fenfe  fruitful,  neither  creates  the  fame  ap¬ 
pearances 
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pearances  nor  repeats  the  fame  incidents. 
It  would  therefore  be  bad  reafoning  to  fay 
marihal  Luxemburg  was  exactly  fituated  as 
I  am ;  he  a<3;ed  in  fuch  a  manner  j  I  will 
a(St  the  fame.  Pad  fad:s  are  good  to  ftorc 
the  imagination,  and  the  memory ;  they 
furnifh  a  repofitory  of  ideas,  whence  a 
fupply  of  materials  may  be  obtained ;  but 
which  ought  to  be  purified  by  pafling 
through  the  drainer  of  the  judgment.  I 
therefore  repeat,  the  details  of  the  lad  war 
ought  only  to  be  employed  as  an  augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  magazine  of  military  ideas;  and 
to  prove  the  value  of  fome  principal  politions, 
which  will  remain  determinate  fo  long  as  the 
country  ihall  not  change  its  face,  and  nature 
fnall  not  be  overwhelmed.  It  is  exceeding-^ 
ly  probable  the  Audrian  generals  will  not 
depart  from  the  method  of  marfhal  Daun, 
v/hich  is  good  pad  contradicdion ;  and  that, 
in  fucceeding  wars,  they  will  be  equally  at¬ 
tentive  to  pod  themfelves  properly  as  they 
were  in  the  lad.  This  obliges  me  to  obferve 
that,  a  general  would  be  wropg  fhould  h© 
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be  In  hafte  to  attack  the  enemy  in  hilly 
polls,  or  on  broken  ground.  I  have  fome- 
times,  by  neceffity,  been  forced  to  this  ex¬ 
tremity  ;  but,  when  war  is  made  with  equal 
powers,  advantages  more  certain  may  be 
procured  by  ftratagem  and  addrefs,  and 
without  expofmg  an  army  to  equal  danger. 
The  fum  of  many  fmall  advantages  will  be 
great.  The  attack  of  a  well-defended  poll 
is  befide  a  bone  of  hard  digellion,  and  the 
aflailant  is  liable  to  be  repulfed  and  beaten. 
It  is  only  to  be  carried  by  the  facrifice  of 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  thoufand  men,  which 
makes  a  wide  breach  in  an  army.  Recruits, 
fuppofing  they  are  to  be  plentifully  obtained, 
will  fill  up  numbers,  byt  will  not  fupply  the 
qualities  of  the  foldiers  that  have  been  loll. 
The  kingdom  becomes  depopulated  by  re¬ 
newing  the  army  ;  the  troops  degenerate  ; 
and,  if  the  war  is  long,  the  general  will 
find  himfelf  at  the  head  of  ill-difciplined 
peafants,  with  whom  he  fcarcely  dares 
appear  in  face  of  the  enemy.  In  any 
violent  conjuncture,  I  grant,  it  is  necellary 

to 
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to  depart  from  rules,  and  to  have  recourfe 
to  defperate  remedies  ;  as  poifon  is  given  to 
the  fick,  when  there  are  no  other  means  of 
cure.  But,  fuch  cafes  excepted,  it  is  requi- 
fite,  in  my  opinion,  to  proceed  with  more 
caution  ;  to  Weigh  and  to  meafure;  becaufe 
that  the  general  who  allows  the  leaft  to 
chance  is  the  moft  able. 

I  have  but  another  word,  which  relates 
to  the  ftyle  that  I  have  adopted.  I  was  fo 
much  offended  by  the  words  I  and  me^  that 
I  determined  to  fpeak  of  fubjed:s  that  related 
to  myfelf  in  the  third  perfon.  In  fo  long  a 
work  it  would  have  been  infupportable  to 
liave  fpoken  continually  in  my  own  name. 

I  made  it  a  law  to  adhere  fcrupuloufly  to  the 
truth,  and  to  be  impartial  ;  becaufe  that  the 
hatred  and  animofity  of  an  author  inllru^Is 
no  man  ;  and  becaufe  that  it^would  be  weak- 
nefs,  even  to  pufillanimity,  not  to  fpeak  well 
of  an  enemy,  and  not  to  render  him  the 
juftice  he  deferves.  If  in  my  own  defpitc 
I  have  departed  from  this  rule,  poflerity 
muft  pardon  me,  and  correct  me  where  I 

deferve 
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deferve  corredHon.  To  add  any  thing  more 
would  be  fuperfluous ;  and  perhaps  a  work 
like  this,  meant  only  to  be  read  by  a  few 
perfons,  ftands  in  no  need  of  a  Preface. 

Poydam^  March  3,  1764. 


T 


TUB 

history 

OF  THE 

SEVEN  YEARS  WAR, 


CHAP.  I. 

Internal  Negotiations  of  Prujfia  and  Auftria, 
during  the  Peace, 

TH  E  peace  enjoyed  by  Europe  permitted 
the  various  powers  to  turn  their  attention 
to  internal  government.  The  king  began  by 
reforming  thofe  abufes  which  had  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  general  police.  He  laboured, 
by  the  aid  of  new  eftablifhments,  to  augment 
his  finances  ;  he  applied  himfelf  to  reftore  mi¬ 
litary  difcipline  ;  to  render  the  fortreffes  as  per- 
fedt  as  poffible ;  and  to  colledl  all  kinds  of 
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accoutrements,  ftores,  and  arms,  the  coii- 
fumption  of  which  while  the  war  continued  had 
been  fo  prodigious. 

Juftice,  ill  adminiftcred  during  the  preceding 
reign,  and  become  the  reverfe  of  juft,  deferved 
particular  cares  and  attention.  People  were 
accuftomed  to  elude  the  laws.  Attornies  made 
a  fhameful  traffic  of  confidence  :  to  be  rich  or 
poor  was  fufficient  to  gain  or  lofe  a  caufe.  Such 
abufes,  becoming  daily  more  intolerable,  called 
loudly  for  reform ;  as  well  in  the  perfons  of  the 
judges,  advocates,  and  attornies,  as  in  the  laws 
themfelves ;  which  it  was  neceftary  to  render 
more  clear,  and  the  formalities  of  which,  not 
relating  to  the  real  queftion,  and  prolonging 
the  fuit,  it  was  alfo  neceftary  to  retrench. 

The  king  committed  this  labour  to  his  great 
chancellor  Cocceji,  a  man  of  integrity,  whofe 
■  virtue  and  probity  were  worthy  of  the  noble 
ages  of  the  Roman  republic.  Learned  and  en¬ 
lightened,  he  feemed  like  Tribonianus,  born 
for  legiflation,  and  the  good  of  mankind.  This 
fage  of  the  laws  undertook  the  painftil  and  de¬ 
licate  work  with  fo  much  zeal  that,  after  one 
year’s  afliduous  induftry,  the  fovereign  courts  of 
juftice,  purged  of  thofe  men  by  whom  they  had 
been  difgraced,  were  fupplied  with  virtuous 
magiftrates ;  a  new  code  oft  laws,  for  all  the 
3  provinces 
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provinces  under  the  Pruffian  dominion,  was 
finifhed ;  and,  after  it  had  been  approved  by 
the  dates,  promulgated.  The  profpe6t  was  ex¬ 
tended  to  futurity  ;  ■  and,  as  experience  teaches 
us  that  the  bed  inditutions  decline,  or  become 
ufelefs,  if  they  are  led  in  negleft,  and  if  not  re- 
dored  to  thofe  fird  principles  on  which  they 
were  founded,  a  rule  was  made  that  there  fhould 
be  a  general  vifitaiion,  of  the  fovereign  courts 
ofjudice,  once  in  three  years  ;  that  obfervarion 
of  the  new  laws  might  be  enforced,  and  fuch 
officers  of  judice  as  were  difcovered  to  have 
been  guilty  of  prevarication  punidied.  This 
new  order,  introduced  in  the  adminidration  of 
judice,  enforced  the  happinefs  of  the  people; 
andfecured  to  each  family  its  podeffions.  Every 
individual  lived  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  laws, 
for  they  were  abfolute. 

However  great  the  cares  of  the  late  king  in 
regulating  and  arranging  the  finances  had  been, 
he  had  not  effected  all  it  was  poffible  to  effecft. 
He  had  neither  the  time  nor  the  means  for  con¬ 
cluding  a  work  fo  great ;  and  the  improve¬ 
ments  that  dill  might  be  made  were  immenfe ; 
as  well  refpeding  lands  that  were  to  be  cleared 
as.  the  edablilhment  of  manufaftories,  the  ex¬ 
tending  of  traded  and  the  encouraging  of  in- 
dudry.  The  fird  years  of  the  king’s  reign 
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were  appropriated  to  war ;  nor  could  he  turn 
his  attention  to  interior  government,  till  he  had 
firft  infured  tranquillity.  Along  the  Oder, 
from  Swinemunde  to  Kuftrin,  were  vaft  marfhes ; 
which  perhaps  had,  in  all  ages,  lain  unculti¬ 
vated.  A  plan  for  clearing  this  country  was 
formed.  A  canal  was  dug,  from  Kuftrin  to 
Wrietzen,  by  which  thefe  marfliy  lands  were 
drained,  and  two  thoufand  families  were  there 
fettled.  Thefe  fettlements  were  continued 
from  Schwedt  to  beyond  Stettin,  where  twelve 
hundred  additional  families  found  eafe  and 
plenty.  Thus  was  a  fmall  province  gained, 
by  induftry,  from  ignorance  and  idlenefs. 

The  woollen  manufaflory,  which  was  rather 
confiderahle,  was  in  want  of  fpinners.  Thefe 
were  brought  out  of  foreign  countries,  and  were 
fettled  in  different  villages  of  two  hundred  fa¬ 
milies  each.  It  had  been  a  cuftom,  time  im¬ 
memorial,  in  the  dutchy  of  Magdebourg,  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Vogtland  to  come  and  gather 
in  the  harveft  ;  after  which  they  returned  home. 
The  king  gave  thefe  people  fettlements  in  the 
dutchy  ;  and  thus  procured  the  ftate  a  number 
of  thefe  foreigners. 

By  fuch  various  operations,  the  kingdom,^ 
during  peace,  acquired  two  hundred  and  eighty 
new  villages.  Nor  did  the  care  of  the  country 

occafion 
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occafion  the  towns  to  be  neglefted.  A  new 
town  was  built  on  the  Swine,  after  which  it  was 
called  Swinemunde,  and  was  at  the  fame  time 
made  a  port,  by  digging  the  channel  deeper, 
and  cleanling  thebafon  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oder. 
The  city  of  Stettin  thus  gained  the  tolls  that 
had  formerly  been  paid  to  the  Swedes,  in  pafling 
to  Wolgaft  down  the  Peene,  which  greatly  con¬ 
tributed  to  render  its  trade  flourifhing,  and  to 
attradf  foreigners.  New  manufa6tories  were 
eftablilhed  in  all  the  towns.  Thofe  for  rich 
fluffs  and  velvets  were  found  mofl  fuitable  to  the 
city  of  Berlin.  Light  velvets  and  plain  fluffs 
were  made  at  Potfdam.  Splittgerber  fupplied 
all  the  provinces  with  the  fugar  which  he  re¬ 
fined  at  Berlin.  A  dimity  manufa6lory  rendered 
the  city  of  Brandenbourg  flourifhing.  Ruffian 
leather  was  dreffed  at  Frankfort,  on  the  Oder. 
Silk  {lockings  and  handkerchiefs  were  made  at 
Berlin,  Magdebourg,  and  Potfdam.  The  Wege- 
ly  manufadlory  was  doubled.  The  planting  of 
mulberry  trees  was  encouraged  throughout  all 
the  provinces.  The  clergy  gave  an  example 
to  the  hufbandmen,  and  taught  them  to  rear 
that  precious  infe6l  which  originally  comes  from 
the  Indies,  and  from  the  down  of  which  filk  is 
obtained.  In  places  where  wood  was  plentiful, 
but  whence  it  could  not  be  trajtfported  for  the 

B  3  want 
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want  of  navigable  rivers,  iron-foiinderies  were 
eftablifhed,  which  foon  fupplied  the  fortrefles 
and  the  army  with  caft  cannon,  bullets,  and 
bombs.  In  the  principality  of  Minden  and  the 
county  of  Marck,  new  fait  pits  were  difcovered, 
and  the  fait  was  refined.  The  pits  of  Halle 
were  brought  to  perfedtion,  by  the  conftruftion 
of  buildings  for  the  gradation  of  the  fait, 
which  faved  wood.  In  a  word,  induftry  was 
encouraged  in  the  capital  and  the  kingdom. 

The  king  enforced  the  right  of  market  tolls, 
which  the  Saxons  had  difputed  with  the  town  of 
Magdebourg ;  and,  by  the  means  of  duties 
eftablifhed  on  the  frontiers,  the  trade  of  the 
Pruffian  provinces  was  almoft  on  a  par  with  that 
of  Saxony.  The  Einbden  company  eftablifhed 
an  important  trade  with  China.  By  diminifhing 
the  exportation  duties  at  Stettin,  Kdnigfberg, 
and  Colberg,  the  revenues  of  thefe  places  were 
almoft  doubled.  The  refult  of  thefe  various 
operations  of  finance  was,  without  including 
the  revenues  of*Silefia  and  Eaft  Frifeland,  or 
loading  the  people  with  any  new  tax  whatever, 
that  the  crown  had  acquired  an  increafe  of  re¬ 
venue,  in  1756,  of  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
crowns ;  and,  after  the  inhabitants  of  all  the 
provinces  had  been  numbered,  the  fum  total 
was  found  to  amount  to  five  millions  of  fouls. 

Thus, 
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Thus,  fince  the  riches  of  a  ftate  confift  in  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants,  Pruffia  might  be 
eftimated  twice  as  powerful  as  it  had  been, 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Frederic 
William,  the  father  of  the  king. 

The  laws  and  the  finances  clid  not  wholly 
abforb  the  attention  of  the  king ;  the  army, 
that  inftrument  of  fame  and  prefervation,  was 
not  negledled.  The  king  was  particularly 
watchful  that  difcipline  and  fubordination  fhould 
be  maintained,  in  each  province.  The  troops 
were  regularly  affembled  every  year ;  and  in 
the  fields  of  peace  were  taught  the  grand  evo¬ 
lutions  and  manmuvres  of  war.  The  infantry 
was  exercifed  in  various  motions ;  and  taught 
to  form  ;  to ’attack  in  plains  and  on  heights ; 
to  defend  villages  and  intrenchments ;  pafs 
rivers  ;  cover  rnarches  with  reverfed  columns ; 
to  retreat,  and,  in  fine,  to  perform  every  move¬ 
ment  which  was  neceffary  to  be  made  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy. 

The  cavalry  was  exercifed  in  different  at¬ 
tacks,  clofe  and  open ;  was  taught  to  recon¬ 
noitre  ;  to  fearch  for  forage,  green  and  dry  j 
and  to  form,  and  take  points  of  fight  on  pre- 
fcribed  lines.  In  thofe  cantons  that  were  the 
rnoft  populous,  the  fupernumeraries  amounted 
p  thirty-fix  men  for  each  company,  and  in  the 

B  4  lead; 
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leaft  to  nventy-four ;  fo  that,  though  there  were 
no  new  levies,  the  total  number  of  thefe  fuper- 
numeraries  amounted  to  ten  thoufand  men, 
Each  battalion,  each  regiment  of  cavalry,  was 
headed  by  old  commanders ;  approved  officers, 
brave  and  meritorious.  The  corps  of  captains 
confided  of  experienced  men  ;  men  of  found 
underdanding  ;  men  of  valour.  The  fubal- 
terns  were  felect ;  feveral  of  them  poflefled 
great  capacity,  and  were  worthy  of  riling  to 
fuperior  dations.  In  a  word,  the  indudry  and 
emulation  which  reigned  throughout  the  army 
were  admirable. 

Among  the  generals  it  was  not  the  fame  :  al¬ 
though  there  were  fome  who  pofleded  real  merit, 
the  majority  had  much  valour,  but  much  indo¬ 
lence.  It  was  die  cudom  that  rank  mud  be 
obtained  by  feniority,  and  not  by  abilities.  This 
was  an  ancient  abufe,  which  had  been  of  no 
prejudice  in  the  preceding  wars ;  becaufe  that 
the  king,  afting  only  with  one  army,  had  no 
need  of  many  detachments ;  and  becaufe  that 
the  troops  and  generals  of  the  Andrians,  whom 
he  oppofed,  were  not  above  mediocrity,  and 
had  entirely  negledted  tactics.  The  king  at¬ 
tracted  marlhal  Keith  from  the  Ruffian  fervice  ; 
and  this  was  an  excellent  acquilition.  He 
was  a  man  of  mild  and  virtuous  manners  ; 

ag 
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an  able  officer,  polTefled  of  the  greatcfl;  po- 
iitenefs,  and  of  heroic  valour  in  the  day  of 
battle. 

The  corps  of  artillery  had  been  augmented  : 
the  king  increafed  it  to  three  battalions ;  the 
laft  of  which  was  deftined  for  garrifon  towns. 
It  was  well  exercifed,  and  in  good  condition ; 
but  not  Efficiently  numerous,  for  that  profufion 
and  various  fpecies  of  artillery  which  falhion 
foon  after  introduced  into  armies.  The  number 
ought  to  have  been  double  ;  but,  as  fuch  had 
not  been  the  cuftom  in  preceding  wars,  and 
as  thefe  two  battalions  would  formerly  have 
been  Efficient  for  fervice,  augmentation  was  net 
at  firft  thought  of. 

The  works  of  Schweidnitz  were  built  during 
the  peace  ;  and  thofe  of  Neifs,  Cofel,  Glatz, 
and  Glogau,  improved.  Schweidnitz  was  in¬ 
tended  as  a  depofit  for  the  army,  Eould  the 
war  be  carried  into  Bohernia  on  that  fide  ;  and, 
as  the  Auflrians  had  fliewn  but  little  capacity, 
during  the  laft  war,  for  the  attack  and  defence 
of  fortrefles,  the  works  were  but  lightly  con- 
ftrufted.  This  in  reality  was  very  ill  reafoning; 
for  fortrefles  are  not  built  for  a  day,  but  for 
duration.  And  who  might  warrant  that  the 
emprefs  queen  fliould  not  hereafter  acquire  an 
i^ble  engineer,  who  Eould  introduce  an  art  in 

which 
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which  the  Auftrian  army  was  deficient,  and 
render  that  art  common  ?  Thus  were  faults 
committed ;  repentance  was  the  confequence. 
To  reafon  more  folidly  was  learned  from  ex¬ 
perience. 

On  the  other  part,  it  was  forefeen  that  a  well 
conditioned  well  maintained  army  was  not  alone 
fufficient  for  war ;  but  that  ftores,  provifions, 
arms,  and  clothing,  in  referve  were  necefiary. 
This  was  the  caufe  that  ftores  of  all  forts,  fur-- 
niture,  faddles,  ftirrups,  bits,  boots,  cartouch- 
boxes,  belts  and  the  like  were  amafied.  The 
arfenal  contained  fifty  thoufand  mufkets,  twenty 
ihoufand  fabres,  twelve  thoufand  fwords,  as 
many  piftols,  carbines,  and  bandeleers,  and  in 
a  word  whatever  was  necefiary  for  periodical 
fupply,  and  which  cannot  always  be  obtained 
in  time  of  need,  with  fufficient  promptitude. 
A  train  of  heavy  artillery  had  been  caft,  con- 
fifting  of  eighty  battering  pieces  and  twenty 
mortars,  and  depofited  in  the  fortrefs  of  Neifs. 
The  gunpowder  colleded  amounted  to  fifty-fix 
thoufand  quintals,  which  were  diftributed 
through  the  different  fortreffes  of  the  kingdom. 
The  magazines  of  provifions  contained  thirty- 
fix  thoufand  winfpels  of  flour,  and  twelve  thou- 
fand  of  oats  ;  fo  that,  by  taking  thefe  previous 
rneafures,  every  thing  was  prepared  for  the 

foreboded 
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foreboded  v/ar,  which  feemed  at  no  great  dif- 
tance.  The  king  even  made  an  augmentation 
in  the  garrifon  regiments,  in  1755  ;  thofe  of 
Silefia  were  increafed  to  eight  battalions,  thofe 
of  Pruffia  to  three,  and  thofe  of  the  eledloral 
marche  to  two ;  in  the  whole  thirteen  bat¬ 
talions. 

In  a  poor  country,  the  fovereign  finds  no  re- 
fource  in  the  purfe  of  'his  fubjeds ;  and  his 
duty  is,  by  prudence  and  good  oeconomy,  to 

V 

fet  apart  fupplies  for  thofe  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  which  will  become  indifpenfable.  The 
anp  amaffes  in  fummer  what  it  confumes  in  win¬ 
ter  j  and  a  king  ought  to  provide  during  peace 
for  the  expenditures  of  war.  This  article, 
which  unfortunately  was  of  fuch  importance, 
was  not  forgotten ;  and  Pruffia  was,  of  itfelf, 
capable  of  making  fome  campaigns.  In  a  word, 
fhe  was  ready  to  appear  in  the  lifts  on  the  firft 
fgnal,  and  to  break  a  lance  with  her  op¬ 
ponents.  How  ufeful  this  precaution  was  will 
be  feen  hereafter ;  as  will  the  neceffity  of  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  from  the  odd  fituation  of  his 
provinces,  to  continue  armed  and  prepared 
for  every  event,  that  he  might  not  become 
the  fport  of  his  neighbours  and  his  foes.  He 
ought  indeed  to  have  made  greater  preparations, 
had  the  ftate  been  capable  of  fuch  ;  for,  in  the 

perfon 
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perfon  of  the  emprefs  queen,  the  king  found  aa 
•ambitious  and  vindiftive  enemy,  who  was  the 
more  dangerous  becaufe  fhe  was  a  woman, 
headlong  in  her  opinions,  and  implacable. 

Too  true  it  was  that  fhe  had  long  been  fe- 
cretly  preparing  thofe  grand  projefts  in  her 
cabinet  which  were  afterward  to  be  put  in  ad:. 
Devoured  by  ambition,  fhe  fought  for  fame  in 
every  path.  She  imparted  an  order  to  her  re¬ 
venues  which  had  been  unknown  among  her 
anceftors ;  and,  by  excellent  arrangements, 
not  only  repaired  what  fhe  had  loft  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces  ceded  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  but,  had  even  confderably  aug¬ 
mented  her  wealth.  Count  Haugwitz  was 
made  comptroller  general  of  the  finances. 
Under  his  adminiftration,  the  revenues  of  the 
emprefs  queen  amounted  to  thirty-fix  millions 
of  florins  ;  or  twenty-four  millions  of  crowns. 
The  emperor  Charles  VI.  her  father,  though 
pofiTefTed  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  of  Servia, 
and  of  Silefia,  had  not  fo  much.  , 

The  emperor  her  hufband,  not  daring  to 
interfere  with  flate  affairs,  undertook  thofe  of 
trade.  He  annually  colleded  large  fums  from 
his  Tufcan  dominions;  which  he  turned  to 
o-ood  account  in  commerce.  He  eftabliflied 

C> 

manufactures,  and  lent  on  intereft.  He  con- 

traded 
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trafted  for  the  army-clothing,  horfes,  arms,  and 
uniforms  of  the  whole  Imperial  army.  In  part- 
nerlhip  with  one  count  Boltza  and  a  merchant 
of  the  name  of  Schimmelmann,  he  farmed 
the  cuftom-duties  of  Saxony;  and,  in  the  year 
1756,  he  even  fold  forage  and  flour  to  the 
army  of  the  king,  then  at  war  with  the  queen 
his  wife.  During  the  war,  he  advanced  very 
confiderable  fums  to  this  princefs,  on  good 
fecurity.  In  a  word  he  was  banker  to  the  court. 

In  the  preceding  wars,  the  emprefs  queen  had 
felt  the  neceflity  of  better  difcipline ;  for  which 
purpofe  flie  chofe  adtive  generals,  capable  of 
introducing  it  among  her  troops.  Thofe  old 
officers  who  were  ill-fitted  for  the  command 
were  difmilfed,  with  penfions,  and  replaced  by 
young  men  of  family,  full  of  ardour,  and  the 
love  of  military  renown.  Camps  were  annually 
formed  in  the  provinces,  where  the  troops  were 
exercifed  by  commiflTary  infpedtors,  well  verfed 
in  the  grand  manoeuvres  of  war.  The  emprefs, 
at  various  times,  repaired  herfelf  to  the  camps 
of  Prague  and  Olmutz ;  that  fhe  might  ani¬ 
mate  the  troops  by  her  prefence,  and  donations. 
She,  better  than  any  fovereign,  underftood  the 
value  of  fuch-like  diftindlions.  She  rewarded 
the  officers,  who  were  recommended  by  her 
generals ;  and  every  where  excited  emulation, 

the 
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the  employment  of  talents,  and  the  defire  of 
pleafing. 

A  fchool  of  artillery  was  at  the  fame  time 
formed,  under  the  direftion  of  the  prince  of 
Lichtenftein.  The  corps  was  made  to  confift 
of  fix  battalions,  and  he  carried  the  ufe  of  artil¬ 
lery  to  that  unheard-of  excefs  which  it  has  lately 
attained.  His  zeal  for  the  emprefs  queen  occa- 
fioned  him  to  expend,  for  this  purpofe,  more 
than  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  of  his  own  pro¬ 
perty.  That  nothing  might  be  negledled  which 
any  way  related  to  the  army,  the  emprefs  queen 
founded  a  college  for  the  young  nobility,  near 
Vienna,  where  they  were  inftrufted  in  all  the 
arts  which  have  any  reference  to  war.  Hither 
Ihe  drew  able  profefiTors  of  geometry,  fortifica¬ 
tion,  geography,  and  hiftory,  who  formed  pu¬ 
pils  of  capacity ;  and  thus  the  college  became 
a  nurfery  of  officers. 

By  thefe  various  cares,  the  army  acquired  a 
degree  of  perfeftion  before  unknown,  under  \ 
the  emperors  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  a 
woman  executed  plans  worthy  of  a  man  of 
genius.  This  princefs,  who  extended  her  views 
to  every  part  of  adminiftration,  ill  fatisfied  with 
the  manner  in  which  foreign  and  political 
affairs  had  hitherto  been  managed,  chofe  count 
Kaunitz,  toward  the  conclufion  of  the  year 
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1755,  and  gave  him  the  patent  of  prime  mini- 
fter,  that  every  branch  of  government  might 
be  under  the  infpedion  of  one  man.  Wefhall, 
in  its  place,  have  occafion  to  bring  the  reader 
more  particularly  acquainted  with  a  perfon 
who  enaded  fo  great  a  part.  He  partook  of 
all  the  fentiments  of  his  fovereign ;  and  had 
the  art  to  flatter  her  paflions  and  gain  her  con¬ 
fidence.  When  he  became  miniiler,  he  la¬ 
boured  to  form  alliances,  and  to  exclude  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  that  he  might  prepare  for 
the  plan,  which  fhe  had  fo  much  at  heart,  of 
recovering  Silefia,  and  of  humbling  this  fove¬ 
reign.  But,  as  this  properly  belongs  to  the 
following  chapter,  we  Ihall  here  drop  the  fub- 
jed. 

Thus  were  two  powers  during  peace  prepar¬ 
ing  for  war;  like  two  gladiators,  who  impa¬ 
tiently  burn  to  employ  the  fwords  they  are 
Iharpening, 
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fovereigns,  fufpended  hoftilities  without  de- 
ftroying  the  feeds  of  difcord,  which  exifted 
between  Auftria  and  Pruffia.  Whatever  diffi- 
mulation  the  court  of  Vienna  might  employ, 
the  lofs  of  Silefia  dwelt  too  forely  on  the  me¬ 
mory  to  permit  animofity  and  hatred  to  be  fmo- 
thered,  or  that  they  fhould  not  at  length  flame 
forth.  Properly  fpeaking,  the  war  between 
thefe  two  powers  was  not  ended;  it  did  but 
change  its  appearance ;  and,  though  armies 
were  no  longer  combating  in  the  field,  the 
Auftrians  in  their  cabinet  continued  hoftilities. 
Stratagem,  intrigue,  artifice,  were  the  arms  they 
employed  to  embroil  Pruflia  with  every  court 
of  Europe ;  and,  if  poflible,  to  raife  her  up 
enemies  even  to  the  very  ends  of  the  earth.  Of 
this  we.lhall  bring  fufficient  teftimony.  But,  that 
we  may  employ  order  and  perfpicuity  in  what 
we  fliall  fay,  we  firft  will  take  a  retrofpeftive 
view  of  particular  events,  which  happened  in 
4  the 
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the  various  courts  of  Europe.  As,  after  the 
peace  of  Drefden,  war  was  ftill  earned  on,  be¬ 
tween  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  London  on  one 
part,  and  Paris  and  Madrid  on  the  other,  we 
find  ourfelves  obliged  to  give  a  Iketch  of  this 
war,  that  we  may  omit  nothing  which  may 
conduce  to  the  better  underftanding  of  this 
hiftory. 

The  Imperial  and  allied  armies  did  not  prof- 
per  in  Flanders,  where  they  were  oppofed  by 
marfhal  Saxe,  Toward  the  end  of  the  year 
1746,  the  marlhal  gained  the  battle  of  Rocoux. 
The  lofs  of  this 'battle  was  in  part  attributed 
to  the  prince  of  Waldeck,  who  was  ill  polled, 
and  in  part  to  the  Auftrians,  who  did  not  fuf- 
tain  the  Dutch.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine, 
after  having  been  a  fpedlator  of  the  defeat  of 
the  latter,  fent  prince  Louis  of  Brunfwic  to 
cover  their  retreat ;  which  he  did  fo  effectu¬ 
ally  that  the  allies  gained  Maeflricht,  without 
the  French,  who  purfued  them,  being  able  to 
come  up. 

1747.  Marfhal  Saxe  opened  the  next  cam¬ 
paign  by  taking  mofl.  of  the  towns  of  Dutch 
Flanders.  Louis  XV.  headed  the  army  in 
perfon.  The  prefence  of  the  king  and  his 
minifters  did  but  increafe  the  embarralfment  of 
marfhal  Saxe,  and  the  expence  of  the  army. 

C  The 
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The  courtiers  filled  the  camp  with  their  ca¬ 
bals,  and  counteraded  the  general.  A  court 
fo  numerous  daily  demanded  ten  thoufand 
ratios  for  the  coach-horfes.  But  neither  the 
court  of  Verfailles  nor  the  enemies  of  France 
could  prevent  marfiial  Saxe  from  preferving 
his  fuperiority  during  that  campaign.  His  firft 
projed  was  to  befiege  Maeftricht ;  and,  that  he 
might  deceive  the  enemy,  he  feigned  an  at¬ 
tempt  on  Bergen  op-zoom.  The  ftratagem 
was  underftood  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland,, 
who  haftily  marched  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
Maeftricht.  The  marflial  feeing  himfelf  an¬ 
ticipated,  as  haftily  quitted  his  camp  at  Ma- 
lines,  and  marched  beyond  St.  Tron  to  the 
heights  of  Henderen.  The  allies,  who  on  the 
eve  were  at  the  commandery  of  Yons,  neg- 
leded  to  occupy  that  important  height.  Unde¬ 
cided  in  their  choice  of  the  field  of  battle,  and 
wavering  in  their  refolutions,  they  fet  fire  to 
villages  and  extinguifhed  it ;  placed  troops  in 
thefe  villages  and  withdrew  them ;  and,  on  the 
morning  of  the  adion,  after  having  fet  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Lafeld  on  fire,  they  quenched  the  flames, 
and  placed  men  in  it,  though  at  the  diftance  of 
two  thoufand  paces  in  the  front  of  their  army. 
At  this  village  the  battle  began.  Marlhal  Saxe, 
a  witnejfs  of  the  inconfiftent  motions  of  the  allies, 

imagined 
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‘imagined  Lafeld  was  deftitute  of  troops,  pro- 
pofed  to  feize  it,  and  found  his  miftake.  The 
attack  was  made  immediately  ;  and,  by  per- 
fifting  and  facrificing  their  men,  the  French 
carried  the  village,  which  decided  the  viblory. 

The  allies  retired  to  Maeftricht,  without  be¬ 
ing  purfued  by  marfhal  Saxe  ;  becaufe  that  the 
count  de  Clermont  Tonncrre  did  not  think 
proper  to  charge  the  enemy  widi  his  cavalry, 
notwithftanding  the  reiterated  orders  he  re¬ 
ceived.  His  difobedience  to  his  general  pro¬ 
cured  him  the  dignity  of  marfhal  of  France. 
Louis  XV.  therefore  properly  fpeaking  only 
gained,  by  his  victory,  the  barren  advantage  of 
remaining  on  the  field  ;  and  the  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  though  vanquiflied,  preferved  Mae- 
ftricht  from  a  fiege. 

That  he  might  not  ftill  let  the  campaign  pafs 
ufelefsly  away,  Saxe  returned  toward  Bergen 
op-zoom,  the  fiege  of  which  he  committed  to 
marfhal  Lowendahl.  The  excellent  works  of 
Cohorn,  and  the  admirable  wit  with  which  he 
had  conftrufted  the  mines,  were  alone  almofi; 
fufficient  for  defence.  Cronftrom  was  the  go¬ 
vernor.  He  was  ninety  years  of  age,  and 
his  mind  and  his  body  were  alike  infirm.  The 
garrifon  was  none  of  the  beft,  and  the  officers, 
wanting  experience,  knew  not  whether  they 
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ought  to  defend  themfelves  by  their  minc5 
or  by  inundation.  They  refembled  the  fa^ 
mous  afs  of  the  fchools,  that  is  faid  to  have  died 
between  two  bundles  of  hay,  unable  to  deter¬ 
mine  on  which  to  feed.  The  French  made  an 
affault,  and  carried  the  place  almoft  without 
reliilance.  The  governor  fcarcely  had  time  to 
efcape,  in  his  nightcap  and  gown.  This  ex¬ 
ploit  terminated  the  fuccefs  of  the  French,  for 
the  prefent  year,  in  Flanders. 

Fortune  was  more  favourable  to  the  Impe- 
rialifts  in  Italy,  and  Provence.  It  is  true  that 
the  revolution  of  Genoa  occalioned  the  expe¬ 
dition  of  count  Braun*  on  Toulon  to  fail.  This 
revolution  was  the  effect  of  chance*  The  Au- 
ftrians  ill-treated  fome  citizens,  who  were  at 
work  in  embarking  artillery  for  Antibes.  The 
people  alTembled,  took  the  part  of  the  infulted 
citizens,  and,  in  their  firft  fury,  drove  the 
marquis  of  Botta  and  the  whole  Auftrian  garri- 
fon  out  of  Genoa.  This  was  the  caufe  that 
the  army  of  Auftria  was  in  want  of  provilions 
and  ammunition  ;  and  that  count  Braun  quit¬ 
ted  Provence.  On  his  return,  he  laid  liege  to 
Genoa ;  but  did  not  rake  the  city.  France 
fent  fuccours  thither,  under  de  Bouillers ;  and 

*  A  different  fpelling  for  Brown.  T. 
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afterward  under  the  duke  de  Richlieu  ;  who 
both  took  fuch  proper  meafures  that  they 
rendered  the  efforts  of  the  Auftrians  abortive. 

The  French  and  Spanilb  troops,  headed  by 
the  chevalier  de  Belleifle,  wiflied  to  open  a  road 
into  Italy  after  the  retreat  of  count  Braun.  The 
French  firft  approached  the  pafs  of  Exilles. 
Dq  Belleifle,  finding  this  poft  ill  defended, 
thought  it  might  fafely  be  infulted.  He  fent 
to  the  Spaniards  that,  with  the  French,  they 
might  attack  it  with  their  united  forces ;  but 
they  deferred  joining  him  for  three  days.  This 
gave  time  to  the  king  of  Sardinia  to  reinforce 
thofe  who  defended  the  pafs  ;  and  the  defence 
of  which  was  fo  important.  The  Spaniards 
came  up ;  and,  though  circumftances  were  al¬ 
tered  fince  de  Belleifle  had  fent  for  this  rein¬ 
forcement,  he  would  not  be  thought  in  an  error: 
he  therefore  attacked  the  Sardinians  vigoroufly  j 
and,  after  having  ernployed  every  means  which 
daring  courage  could  infpire,  he  was  killed 
while  he  was,  with  his  own  hands,  tearing  up  a 
pallifado  of  the  enemy’s  intrenchment.  Unable 
to  furmount  obftacles  which  nature  and  art  had 
raifed,  thefe  efforts  only  ferved  to  augment  the 
Jofs  of  the  French  and  Spaniards,  who  were 
^very  where  repulfed ;  and  the  number  of  of- 
|icers  of  condition,  and  of  the  firfl  families,  who 

C  3  fell 


•2Z 


POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 


fell  there,  put  all  France  in  mourning.  The 
public,  often  unjuft  and  full  of  prejudices,  ap¬ 
parently  ill  informed,  pronounced  this  enter- 
prize  raflr  :  it  was  only  bold,  and  could  not 
have  failed,  if  de  Belleille  could  have  executed 
his  projedt  when  it  was  firft  conceived ;  and 
had  not  the  tardinefs  of  the  Spaniards  occalione.d 
him  to  lofe  the  laurels  he  was  fo  near,  ga- 
theiing. 

1748.  The  French  indemnified  themfelves 
in  Flanders,  for  their  ill  fuccefs  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  Alps.  The  genius  of  marfhal 
Saxe  had  gained  an  afcendancy  over  the  foes 
of  France.  He  opened  the  campaign  by 
marching  his  army  in  feveral  columns ;  one. 
of  which  menaced  Luxembourg ;  another 
Bois  le  Due  ;  and  a  third  Venlo.  Their  mo¬ 
tions  led  them  colledtively  to  Maeftricht,  which 
they  invefted  and  began  the  fiege.  But,  how¬ 
ever  brilliant  were  the  fuccefles  of  marfhal 
Saxe,  his  very  triumphs  became  burdenfome 
to  France.  This  was  the  eighth  campaign, 
and  the  continuance  of  a  war  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  which  had  been  fo  fatal  exhaufted  the 
nation.  All  the  belligerent  powers  were,  in  like 
manner,  weary.  The  caufe  of  quarrel  had  fo 
often  changed  that  they  at  length  found  they 
had  none.  The  frenzy  had  fubfided ;  they 

thought 
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thought  ferioully  of  peace,  and  began  a  nego¬ 
tiation.  Each  power  felt  its  fecret  wounds  ; 
for  the  cure  of  which  tranquillity  was  necefiary. 
The  Englifli  feared  to  increafe  their  national 
debt ;  that  mafter-piece  of  ideal  wealth,  the 
abufe  of  which  prognofticated  bankruptcy.  The 
Imperial  court,  fupported  by  the  fubfidies  of 
England,  would  indeed  have  continued  the 
war,  fo  long  as  her  allies  would  have  fupplied 
the  means.  She  however  confented  to  peace, 
in  order  to  turn  the  refources  fhe  polfelTed  to 
the  execution  of  a  projedl  fhe  had  more  at 
heart  than  the  war  of  Flanders.  France  fenfi- 
bly  felt  her  great  expences ;  and  fhe  had  the 
more  to  fear  becaufe  of  the  famine  in  her 
fouthern  provinces ;  the  ports  of  which  were 
blockaded  by  the  fleets  of  England. 

To  rhofe  reafons  of  fta^e,  which  the  mini- 
ftry  of  Yerfailles  publicly  alleged,  there  were 
others  to  be  added,  more  fecret  and  ftill  more 
powerful.  Madame  de  Pompadour  had  lately 
become  miftrefs  to  the  kirjg ;  and  fhe  dreaded 
left  a  continuation  of  the  war  fhould  engage 
Louis  XV.  to  head  his  army  every  year.  There 
is  danger  in  abfence  for  favourites  and  mif- 
trefles.  She  well  underftood  that,  to  fix  the 
heart  of  her  lover,  it  was  neceflary  to  remove 
every  pretext  by  which  they  might  be  feparated ; 
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in  a  word  it  was  neceffary  to  make  peace,  to 
effecfl  which  fhe  employed  all  her  power.  When 
St.  Severin  departed  from  Verfailles  for  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  in  quality  of  plenipotentiary,  fhe 
faid  to  him — “  Remember,  Sir,  not  to  return 
without  peace  j  for  this  the  king  will  have, 
at  any  price.” 

A  congrefs  was  held  at  Aix  la  Chapelle. 
Maeftricht  furrendered,  and  peace  was  pro¬ 
claimed.  By  this  treaty,  France  reftored  all  her 
conquefts,  in  Flanders  and  Brabant,  to  the 
houfe  of  Aufh'ia  :  in  return  for  which,  the  em- 
prefs  queen  ceded  the  dutchies  of  Parma  and 
Piacenza,  to  don  Philip ;  but  the  reverfion  of 
them  was  fecured  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  for 
it  was  ftipulafed  that,  when  don  Carlos  Ihould 
afcend  the  throne  of  Spain,  don  Philip  (hould 
fucceed  him.  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  j  and  it 
is  remarkable  that  this  article,  thus  conceived, 
was  ratified  without  either  the  participation  or 
confent  of  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Naples,  or 
of  don  Philip.  They  therefore  teftified  their 
difcontent,  and  protefted  againft  every  meafure 
taken  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  as  contrary  to  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  their  crowns. 

The  interefts  of  France  and  England  were  re¬ 
gulated  in  the  feventh  article  ;  in  which  Eng¬ 
land  engaged  to  give  up  Cape  Breton  to  the 
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French ;  and  the  two  crowns  mutually  gua¬ 
rantied  their  American  poffeffions,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  They 
agreed  to  name  commiflaries,  in  order  to  fettle 
fome  difputes  relative  to  the  Canadian  limits. 
The  twenty-fecond  article  contained  the  gua¬ 
rantee  of  Silelia,  by  all  the  powers. 

A  very  fmall  degree  of  attention  will  fhew 
that  this  peace,  haftily  made,  was  a  precipitate 
work ;  and  that  the  various  powers  facrificed 
their  future  interefts  to  prefent  embarraffment. 
They  extinguillied  the  conflagration  which 
raged  through  Europe  ;  but  they  amafled  com- 
buftibles,  that  mufl;  catch  fire  on  the  firfl;  oc- 
cafion.  Nothing  more  was  neceflary  than  the 
death  of  the  king  of  Spain  to  excite  new 
troubles ;  and  the  indeterminate  limits  of  Ca¬ 
nada  could  not  fail,  at  fome  period,  to  embroil 
the  French  and  Englifli.  An  additional  cam¬ 
paign,  or  refolution  in  negotiating,  will  fome- 
times  put  a  long  period  to  the  difputes  of  fove- 
reigns.  But  palliatives  are  often  preferred  to  fpe- 
cifics ;  and  a  truce  figned  by  impatience  to  a  per¬ 
manent  peace. 

By  this  war,  the  court  of  Vienna  had  loft  the 
dutchies  ofSilefia,  Parma,  and  Piacenza.  This 
diminution  of  power  flie  could  ill  endure  ;  and, 
as  fhe  accufed  the  Englifh  of  being  the  princi¬ 
pal 
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pal  caufe  of  this  lofs,  who  (he  affirmed,  and  not 
without  reafon,  facrificed  the  interefts  of  their 
allies  to  their  own,  llie  became  dilTatisfied  with 
that  alliance,  and  was  induced  to  found  the 
fliore  at  Verfailles,  and  to  attempt  to  detach 
that  power  from  Pruffia  :  attempting,  alfo,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  find  fome  expedient  that 
might  conciliate  the  interefts  of  the  two  courts, 
Count  Kaunitz,  to  whom  this  proje<5t  moft  ap¬ 
pertained,  being  plenipotentiary  for  the  emprefs 
queen  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  did  not  delay  making 
the  firft  overtures  to  St.  Severin,  by  infinuating 
that,  fliould  France  and  Auftria  come  to  a  good 
underftanding,  arrangements  might  be  made, 
between  the  two  courts,  for  their  mutual  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  according  to  which  Flanders  and 
Brabant  ^  might  become  fubjecft  to  the  moft 
chriftian  king ;  provided  the  king  of  Pruffia 
fhould  be  obliged  to  reftore  Silefia  to  the  era- 
prefs  queen.  The  lure  would  have  been  very 
tempting  at  Verfailles,  had  not  Louis  XV. 
weary  of  the  war  he  had  lately  concluded, 
dreaded  to  begin  a  new  war,  for  the  execution 
of  this  projeft  ;  fo  that,  advantageous  as  it  might 
feem,  it  was  declined  by  St.  Severin. 

Count  Kaunitz  ftopt  not  here.  Frivolous  in 
his  pleafures,  but  profound  in  his  projecfts,  he 
was  fent  as  ambafifador  to  Paris,  where  he  la¬ 
boured. 
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boured,  with  infinite  affiduity  and  addrefs,  to 
erafe  the  irreconcileable  hatred  of  the  French  ; 
which,  from  the  time  of  Francis  I.  and  Charles 
V.  had  fubfifted  between  the  houfes  of  Bourbon 
and  Habfpourg.  He  frequently  repeated,  to 
theminiftry,  that  the  aggrandizement  of  Pruffia 
was  their  own  work  ;  that  they  had  been  repaid 
by  mgratitude ;  and  that  they  could  not  derive 
any  advantage  from  an  ally  who  fliould  aft  for 
hy  own  intereft  folely.  At  other  times  he  told 
them,  as  if  forced  by  conviftion  to  fpeak — 
“  It  is  time,  gentlemen,  youfhould  be  relieved 
“  from  the  pupillage  in  which  you  are  held, 
by  the  kings  of  Pruffia,  Sardinia,  and  other 
petty  princes.  Their  politics  only  tend  to 
fow  difeord  among  the  great  powers ;  by 
“  which  they  themfelves  may  be  aggrandized. 
“  We  make  war  for  their  gain.  Did  we  under- 
“  ftand  each  other,  we  might  mutually  accede 
to  propofals,  which  would  deprive  the  firll 
“  powers  of  Europe  of  all  fubjeft  for  quarrel, 
“  and  might  ferve  as  a  bafis  to  a  durable 
peace.” 

Thefe  ideas  at  firll  appeared  ftrange,  to  a 
nation  that,  from  habit  and  a  fucceffion  of  wars, 
had  long  regarded  the  Imperial  houfe  as  a  per¬ 
petual  enemy.  Though  the  French  miniftry  was 
flattered  by  the  fuppofition  that  thefe  great 
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powers  would  give  laws  to  Europe,  and  render 
peace  perpetual,  there  were  other  confidera-i 
tions  by  which  they  were  held  in  conftraint. 
Count  Kaunitz  however  returned  continually 
to  the  charge  ;  and,  by  his  frequent  repetition 
of  the  fame  fentiments,  they  became  familiar  to 
the  court  of  France  ;  which  inf^nhbly  was  per- 
fuaded  that  thefe  two  gr^at  powers  were  not  fo 
natively  inimical  as  their  forefathers  had  ima¬ 
gined.  Time  was  necelTary  for  this  flmot  to 
bud  and  grow.  The  dodlrine  of  count  Kaunitz 
continually  made  profelytes,  and  occafioned  a 
coolnefs  between  the  courts  of  Verfailles  and 
Berlin  ;  which  was  particularly  remarked  when 
lord  Tyrconnel  was  fent  to  Berlin.  This  am- 
baflador,  very  angry  at  the  fuppolition  of  pu¬ 
pillage,  which  count  Kaunitz  had  mentioned 
with  fuch  contempt,  incelfantly  a.nd  afifedledly 
fpoke  of  the  independence  of  great  powers.  He 
one  day  was  im-prudent  enough  to  hold  dif- 
courfe,  the  fenfe  of  which  was — “  Should  the 
king  of  Pruflia  difeover  the  lead  tergiverfa- 
“  don,  we  fliall  permit  his  downfal,  and  he  will 
be  crulhed.” 

The  French  preferved  the  appearance  of 
friendfliip  and  complaifaiice  to  the  king,  al¬ 
though  the  court  of  Verfailles,  no  longer  fup- 
poling  an  alliance  with  the  emprefs  queen  im-? 

poffible. 
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poffible,  no  longer  felt  its  former  repugnance  to 
that  alliance.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  in 
France,  when  the  vexations  of  the  Englifli  ob¬ 
liged  Louis  XV.  to  have  recourfe  to  arms. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  not  finding  all  that 
facility  in  the  court  of  Verfailles  witli  which  fhe 
had  flattered  herfelf,  and  ever  affiduous  in 
making  good  her  party,  turned  toward  Peterf- 
burg,  where  fhe  employed  every  means  to 
ftrengthen  her  union  with  Ruflia,  and  to  excite 
a  quarrel  between  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  and 
the  king  of  Pruflia.  The  Ruflian  minifter  was 
certain  that  his  hatred  to  Pruflia  would  be  re¬ 
warded  ;  and  the  Auftrians  increafed  his  falary  in 
proportion  to  his  bitternefs.  Thofe  who  were 
at  the  head  of  the  government,  feeking  there* 
fore  only  to  inflame  the  courts  of  Peterfburg 
and  Berlin,  found  the  pretext  they  fought  in  a 
fubjed;  which  was,  in  itfelf,  very  innocent.  The 
neceflity  of  eftablifhing  a  balance  of  power,  in 
the  north,  had  occafloned  France,  Pruflia,  and 
Sweden,  to  form  a  triple  alliance.  Count  Bef- 
tuchef  at  this  pretended  to  take  umbrage.  He' 
filled  the  mind  of  the  emprefs  with  fears,  and 
proceeded  to  fuch  excefs  that  the  Ruffians  im¬ 
mediately  formed  confiderable  camps,  in  Fin¬ 
land,  on  the  Swedifh  frontiers,  and  in  Livonia, 
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on  the  frontiers  of  Pruffia.  Tliefe  appearances 
were  afterward  annually  renewed. 

1750.  Under  thefe  critical  circumftanccs 
a  difference  arofe,  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden, 
concerning  the  limits  of  Finland,  which  had  not 
been  accurately  defined,  by  the  treaty  of  Abo. 
This  unfortunate  pretence  gave  Ruffia  the  li¬ 
berty  of  beginning  a  war,  whenever  flie  fliould 
think  proper.  The  court  of  Vienna  fomented 
thefe  diffenfions,  purpofely  to  difquiet  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  and  induce  him  to  take  fome  falfe 
ftep,  that  might  involve  him  in  a  quarrel  with 
Ruffia.  The  emprefs  queen  however  contented 
herfelf  with  feeding  the  difeontent  of  the  two 
courts,  without  raflily  haftening  a  rupture. 
The  lituation  of  the  king  was  delicate,  and  em- 
barraffing ;  it  might  have  become  dangerous, 
had  he  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  gain  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  mofl  fecret  defigns  of  his  enemies, 
by  procuring  the  whole  correfpondence  between 
the  minifters  of  the  courts  of  Saxony,  Vienna, 
and  Peterfburg. 

Count  *  *  felt  himfelf  humbled  by  the 
peace  of  Drefden,  was  jealous  of  the  puiffance 
of  the  king,  and  laboured,  in  concert  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Peterfburg,  to  commti- 
nicate  that  hatred  and  envy  by  which  he  was 
devoured.  This  minifter  breathed  nothing 
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but  war,  and  flattered  himfelf  he  might  profit 
by  the  firft  troubles  in  Europe,  to  abafe  a  neigh¬ 
bour  fo  dangerous  to  Saxony.  He  well  under- 
flood  that  eledorate  would  not  be  fpared,  and 
that  the  firfl  efforts  of  the  Pruflians  would  be  on 
that  fide  ;  yet  did  he  fuffer  the  army  to  moulder 
away.  We  will  not  examine  how  far  his  con- 
dud  was  confiflent.  He  ought  not  to  have 
been  ignorant  that  every  flate  deceives  itfelf 
which,  inflead  of  depending  on  its  proper 
flrength,  hopes  protedion  from  that  of  its 
allies. 

Thus  there  were  no  fecrets  with  which  the 
king  was  not  acquainted  ;  and  the  frequent  in¬ 
formation  he  received  ferved  him  as  a  compafs, 
by  which  to  dired  his  courfe,  amid  the  rocks 
be  had  to  avoid  ;  and  to  prevent  him  from  fup- 
pofing  mere  appearances  indicated  a  defign 
againfl  him  of  immediately  declaring  war.  Yet 
the  influence  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  over  that 
of  Peterfburg,  daily  increafed ;  which  might 
naturally  happen,  becaufe  the  mind  of  the  mi- 
nlfler  was  prepared  to  receive  fuch  impreffions 
as  they  might  endeavour  to  infpire  him  with, 
againfl  Pruflia.  Count  Befluchef  had  fufpeded 
the  king’s  ambaflador,  baron  Mardefeld,  of 
holding  intelligence  with  the  marquis  de  la 
Chetardie,  to  difpoffefs  him  of  his  poft.  In 

order 
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order  to  revenge  this  perfonal  affront,  he  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  emprefs  to  conclude  an  alliance 
with  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  London.  This 
treaty,  made  in  1746,  was  for  two  reafons  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  Ruffia  :  firft,  becaufe  the  union 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  was  convenient  to  Ruf- 
lia,  that  their  powers  might  jointly  oppofe  all  at¬ 
tempts  of  the  Porte ;  and,  in  the  fecond  place, 
becaufe  of  the  Englifh  fubfidies,  which  after¬ 
ward  inundated  Peterfburg.  Affairs  being  in 
this  fituation,  it  was  not  difficult  for  the  em¬ 
prefs  queen  to  break  off  all  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  Pruffia  arid  Ruffia,  Not  all  the  cautions 
which  the  king  could  take,  under  fuch  danger¬ 
ous  circumftances,  nor  the  continual  propriety 
of  his  condudt  toward  the  court  of  Peterf¬ 
burg,  could  prevent  matters  coming  to  a 
crifis. 

1753.  A  man  of  obfcure  birth,  invefted  with 
the  character  of  Ruffian  ambaffador,  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  count  Beftuchef  to  effe£t  this  pur- 
pofe.  This  ambaffador,  ordered  to  feize  the 
firft  occafion  of  coming  to  a  rupture,  obeyed 
thefe  orders,  that  he  might  fulfil  the  intentions 
of  his  court.  The  king  held  a  feftival  at  Char- 
lottenburg,  on  occafion  of  the  marriage  of 
prince  Henry  with  the  princefs  of  Heffe.  Hi¬ 
ther  the  foreign  minilters  came.  The  proper 
I  officer 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  33 

ofEcer  had  orders  to  invite  them  all  to  fupper. 
He  acquitted  himfelf  of  his  commiffion ;  but 
could  Jiot  find  the  Ruffian  ambalTador,  who 
had  departed  purpofely  half  an  hour  before  the 
others.  On  the  morrow,  this  ambaflador  de- 
dared  he  could  no  more  appear  at  court,  after 
the  infult  given  to  the  emprefs  in  his  perfon  ; 
and  that  he  Ihould  wait  the  return  of  his  courier 
from  Peterfburg,  ultimately  to  regulate  his 
condud  according  to  the  orders  he  fhoiild  re¬ 
ceive.  The  courier  arrived  ;  and  the  Ruffian 
ambaflador  immediately  left  Berlin  clandef- 
tinely,  efcorted  as  he  pafled  through  the  city 
by  the  fecretaries  of  the  Auftrian  and  Englifli 
cmbaffies. 

His  departure  obliged  the  king  in  like  man¬ 
ner  to  recal  his  ambafifador  from  Peterfburg. 
No  fooner  were  the  Auftrians  freed  in  Ruffia 
from  the  Pruffian  ambaflador^  who  was  a  curb 
upon  thern,  than  they  gave  the  rein  to  their  ill- 
will,  and  blufhed  not  to  propagate  falfehoods 
and  calumnies  the  moft  atrocious.  To  envenom 
the  mind  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  againft  the 
king,  they  perfuaded  her  he  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  confpiracy  againft:  her  life,  that 
he  might  reftore  prince  Iwan  to  the  throne. 
The  emprefs,  who  was  of  an  eafy  and  indolent 
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charader,  believed  their  aflertions,  not  willing 
to  take  the  trouble  of  examining  the  truth,  and 
conceived  an  irreconcileable  hatred  to  the  king. 
Prance  at  that  time  had  no  ambaflador  at 
Peterfburg,  and  the  Swedilh  ambaflador  there 
was  rather  Ruflian  than  Swedilh,  confequently 
very  little  proper  to  ferve  the  king ;  he  had 
therefore  no  means  of  accefs  to  the  emprefs,  or 
of  freeing  her  from  the  error  into  which  Ihe  had 
been  led,  by  the  ambaflador  of  Auftria  and  his 
creatures. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  fatisfied  with  the  fen- 
timents  of  animofity  and  hatred  with  which  fhe 
had  infpired  the  court  of  Peterfburg  againft 
Pruflia,  was  too  artful  to  proceed  farther. 
She  contented  herfelf  with  having  difpofed 
minds  for  mifunderftandings,  but  would  not 
precipitate  the  quarrel,  that  flie  might  conclude 
her  interior  arrangements,  and  wait  a  favour¬ 
able  opportunity  of  giving  birth  to  her  vail  pro¬ 
jects.  Thus  did  this  court  agitate  all  Europe, 
and  fecretly  form  a  confederation  againft  Pruf- 
fia,  to  which  the  firft  important  event  was  to  give 

effect. 

The  differences  between  Sweden  and  Ruflia 
concerning  the  frontiers  of  Finland  were  how¬ 
ever  amicably  concluded  ;  but  toward  the  end 
of  the  year  1756,  a  kind  of  revolution  hap¬ 
pened 
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pened  iii  this  kingdom,  of  which  we  are  obliged 
to  take  fome  notice,  becaufe  that  its  confe- 
quences  influenced  the  general  affairs  of  Europe  j 
it  happened  as  follows. 

The  court  had  long  been  on  ill  terms  with 
the  fenators  of  the  French  faftion,  becaufe  of 
the  vacant  poft  of  major-general,  which  the 
king  had  deftined  for  M.  Von  LieVen,  and 
the  fenate  for  count  Ferfen.  The  fenate  car¬ 
ried  the  day  ;  and  the  court,  highly  piqued  at 
the  affront,  took  every  future  occafion  of  coun- 
teradling  the  French  fadlion.  In  1755,  counts 
Brahe  and  Horn  and  the  fieur  von  Wrangle,  ^ 
with  many  lords  of  the  firfl;  families  of  the  king¬ 
dom  attached  to  the  court  fadlion,  led  it  to  hope 
for  a  fuperiority  in  the  diet,  by  elefting  a  mar- 
fhal  who  (hould  be  entirely  at  its  devotion.  It 
happened  however  totally  the  reverfe,  and 
count  Ferfen,  the  enemy  of  the  court,  obtained 
that  office,  by  the  intrigues  and  fupport  of  the 
French  party. 

In  this  diet,  which  began  on  the  17th  of 
Oftober  1755,  the  fenate,  proud  of  its  fuperio¬ 
rity,  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  ftates,  that 
the  grand  difpute  between  the  king  and  the 
fenate,  relative  to  the  appointment  to  places, 
might  come  to  a  decifion.  As  the  judges  were 
all  at  the  difpofal  of  the  French  ambaflador, 
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the  fenate  triumphed.  An  abufive  ufc  was 
made  of  vidfory,  and  that  fhadow  of  authority 
which  the  king  till  then  had  enjoyed,  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  was  diminiflied. 
The  infolence  of  thefe  magiftrates  went  fo  far  as 
to  ftrip  the  queen  of  the  crown  jewels,  arid  of 
thofe  witli  which  Ihe  had  been  prefented.  But 
little  was  wanting,  to  the  contempt  in  which  fo- 
vereign  majefty  was  held,  for  thefe  ambitious 
fenators  to  have  undertaken  its  total  deftruc- 
tion. 

Such  outrageous  proceedings  made  a  very 
'  ftropg  impreffion  upon  the  court  and  its  adhe¬ 
rents,  and  particularly  on  the  minds  of  counts 
Brahe  and  Horn,  and  the  fieur  von  Wrangle, 
who  alTembled  in  the  firft  emotions  of  indigna¬ 
tion,  and  by  one  bold  attempt  refolved  to 
change  the  form  of  government.  The  king 
had  not  a  fufficient  afcendancy  to  prevail  on 
them  to  be  more  temperate.  Their  meafures, 
tumultuoudy  concerted,  were  ftill  worfe  exe¬ 
cuted  ;  and  with  a  mixture  of  timidity  and 
temerity  they  hefitated  in  the  moment  of  ac¬ 
tion.  An  enterprize  deferred  is  ufually  dif- 
covered.  They  were  betrayed  by  fome  feeble 
friends,  in  whom  they  had  confided.  The 
fenate  took  vigorous  meafures  to  preferve  itfelf 
from  every  attempt.  Count  Brahe  was  arrefted. 

The 
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The  fieur  von  Wrangle  and  other  lords  of  the 
party  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape.  The 
name  of  the  king  appeared  in  the  depofitions  of 
the  confpirators.  Count  Brahe  and  feveral  per- 
fons  of  an  obfcure  birth  perifhed  on  the  fcaf- 
fold  ;  and  the  king  was  entirely  ftripped  of  the 
prerogatives  which  he  and  his  predeceffor  had 
enjoyed,  according  to  the  form  of  government 
eftablilhed  after  the  death  of  Charles  XII. 

From  that  time  M.  de  Havrincourt,  the  French 
ambaflador,  was  in  reality  king  of  Sweden ; 
he  governed  the  nation  with  defpotifm,  and 
afterward  engaged  in  the  German  war  in  an  ir¬ 
regular  manner,  and  in  contradidion  to  the 
conftitution.  This  could  not  have  happened 
had  the  lawful  king  preferved  the  authority 
which  was  legitimately  his  due.  The  only  fer^ 
vice  the  king  of  Pruflia  could  render  his  bro¬ 
ther-in-law  was  to  reprefent,  to  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  that  the  arrogant  conduft  of  its  mini- 
fler,  which  fet  all  Sweden  in  commotion,  ought 
in  decency  to  be  changed ;  but  France  was 
better  pleafed  to  fee  its  ambaffador  at  the  head, 
of  the  kingdom  than  the  lawful  king. 

The  preceding  year  (1754)  another  difpute, 
but  lefs  vexatious,  had  happened  between  Pruf- 
fia  and  Denmark.  This  related  to  a  law-fuit 
the  countefs  of  Bentinck  had  inftituted  againft 
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herhufband.  An  eftate,  fituated  on  the  frontiers 
of  Eafl:  Frifeland,  had  been  ceded  by  this  lady 
to  the  count ;  but  fhe  afterward  repented  of  the 
formal  contraft  into  which  fhe  had  entered. 
The  judges  condemned  the  eftate  to  fequeftra- 
tion.  The  king,  as  direftor  of  the  circle  of 
Weftphalia,  was  to  fee  juftice  done.  The  court 
of  Vienna  gave  this  commiffion  to  the  king  of 
Denmark,  who  fent  troops  thither  that  were 
anticipated  by  the  Pruffians.  The  king  of  Den¬ 
mark  took  fire,  and,  had  he  not  been  withheld 
by  moderation,  he  would  have  employed 
threats.  The  parties  were  appeafed  however 
by  the  mediation  of  France.  Every  body  was 
fatisfied ;  but  the  countefs  of  Bentinck,  who 
loved  chicanery,  broke  the  agreement  that  had 
been  accompliflred.  She  carried  the  caufe  to 
Vienna,  whence  fhe  returned  into  her  county; 
and,  as  no  perfon  feemed  'difpofed  to  interfere, 
the  fuit  remained  undetermined, 

1754,  and  1755*  It  feemed  that,  during  the 
peace,  that  fpirit  of  difcord  which  fpread 
throughout  Europe  had  divided  ail  courts.  The 
king  had  difputes  with  England,  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  would  have  occafioned  a  quarrel  between 
Pruffia  and  that  nation.  During  the  lafi;  war, 
the  Englifii  privateers  had  taken  fome  fliips 
“which  belonged  to  Pruffian  merchants,  The 

Englifh 
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Englifli  were  both  judge  and  party  in  their  own 
caufe ;  in  fo  much  that  their  court  of  admiralty 
declared  the  Ihips  were  lawful  prizes.  The 
king,  after  having  made  proper  remonftrances 
to  the  court  of  London,  entered  into  negotiation. 
The  Englilh  would  not  relax,  and  treated  what 
was  alleged  concerning  the  illegality  of  their 
proceedings  with  little  refpecf.  After  ineffeda- 
ally  exhaufting  every  mode  of  conciliation, 
no  other  expedient  remained,  for  rhe  indemni¬ 
fication  of  the  Pruffian  fubjeds,  but  to  put  the 
fum  which  the  king  owed  the  Englilh  in  feque- 
ftration,  and  which  he  had  engaged  to  pay,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  peace  of  Brellau.  This  was  the 
reftitution  of  one  million  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns,  borrowed  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
on  Silelian  mortgages,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
war  againft  the  Turks,  in-  1737  and  1738. 
The  laft  liquidation,  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
crowns,  which  remained  to  be  paid  was  flopped. 
The  Englifli  were  irritated.  This  gave  place 
to  warm  declarations  on  each  part.  The  Au- 
ftrian  ambaflador  at  London  was  very  adive  in 
empoifoning  the  difpute ;  which  perhaps  might 
have  had  difagreeable  confequences,  had  they 
not  been  diverted  by  a  more  ferious  quarrel, 
between  France  and  England,  relative  to  Ca¬ 
nada. 
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1755.  The  very  duke  of  Mecklenbourg, 
repofing  on  the  protedion  he  eryoyed  from  the 
Imperial  court,  thought  proper  to  cavil  with  the 
king.  The  fubjed  was  the  rights  which  thq 
king’s  anceilors,  from  time  immemorial,  had 
been  in  pofleffion  of;  that  is  of  recruiting  iri 
Mecklenbourg.  This  the  duke,  at  the  inftiga- 
tion  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  oppofed;  and 
the  king  adminiftred  juflice  in  his  own  behalf. 
Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mecklenbourg  were 
carried  off  for  foldiers ;  and  certain  land-bai^ 
litfs,  who  oppofed  the  enrolment  of  the  peaT 
fants,  were  imprifoned,  in  1756.  The  duke 
made  loud  complaints;  but  perceiving  that 
they  terminated  in  nothing,  he  thought  proper 
tp  come  to  an  accommodation,  and  the  affair 
was  amicably  concluded. 

Soon  after,  when  the  emprefs  queen  per-? 
ceived  the  war  between  France  and  England 
on  the  point  of  breaking  out,  fearching  fome 
pretence  of  quarrel  with  Pruffia,  llie  perfuaded 
the  duke  of  Mecklenbourg  to  lay  his  com- 
-plaints  before  the  diet  of  Ratifbon.  The  court 
of  Vienna  was  defirous  this  matter  fhould  be 
confidered  as  a  violation  of  the  peace  of  Weft- 
phalia,  and  ferve  her  as  a  pretext  for  declaring 
war  againft  the  king ;  and  at  the  fame  time  of 
claiming  fuccours  from  thofe  powers,  by  which 

this 
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this  peace  had  been  guarantied.  We  fliall 
hereafter  fee  that,  though  this  allegation  failed, 
the  court  of  Vienna  had  no  difficulty  in  finding 
another.  The  opportunity  fo  impatiently  ex- 
peded  was  not  long  before  it  prefented  itfelf, 
and  was  eagerly  feized.  When  fovereigns  are 
determined  to  come  to  a  rupture,  they  will  not 
hefitate  concerning  materials  for  a  manifefto. 
They  decide,  make  war,  and  leave  the  care  of 
their  juftification  to  fome  laborious  civilian. 

Our  reafon  for  not  having  hitherto  mentioned 
Holland  is  that,  after  the  war  of  1740,  and 
particularly  after  the  death  of  the  fladtholder, 
the  Dutch  made  no  figure  in  Europe. 

We  have  only  fuccindly  to  touch  on  a  lingu¬ 
lar  calamity  which  befel  Portugal,  and  which 
threatened  the  kingdom  with  deflrudion.  An 
earthquake  fo  violent  happened  there  that  the 
city  of  Lifbon  was  laid  in  ruins.  Houfes, 
churches,  palaces,  were  overthrown,  fwallowed 
up,  or  devoured  by  the  flames,  which  ifllied 
from  the  earth’s  entrails.  Between  fifteen  and 
twenty  thoufand  people  perifhed.  Several  other 
towns  and  villages  of  this  kingdom  were 
fhaken,  or  thrown  down.  This  earthquake 
was  felt  along  the  fea-coaft,  to  the  frontiers  of 
Holland,  and  could  only  be  attributed  to  the 
efforts  of  a  fubterranean  fire ;  which,  fliut  up 
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in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  had  dug  itfelf  a 
channe],  and  formed  a  gulph  under  Portugal, 
where  its  efforts  to  efcape  were  exerted.  Pofte- 
rity  perhaps  may  behold  a  volcano  on  the 
place  where  Lifbon  now  ftands.  But  it  may  be 
faid  that  the  plagues  of  Heaven  were  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  afflid  this  wretched  globe.  Soon  after¬ 
ward  the  impious  hands  of  man  were  armed  by 
their  own  wickednefs ;  they  mutually  murdered 
each  other  for  a  vile  quantity  of  dirt.  Hatred, 
obftinacy,  and  revenge,  made  them  proceed  t@ 
the  utmoft  excefs.  Europe  was  deluged  with 
blood;  and  moral  evil,  to  wliieh  the  human 
race  became  vidims,  greatly  furpaffed  the  phy- 
hcal  evil  which  Lifbon  had  felt  with  fo  much 
rigour. 


CRAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Cauje  of  the  Rupture  between  France  and  England, 
Negotiation  ef  Lord  Holdernefs.  Alliance  be¬ 
tween  Prujjia  and  England.  Offers  of  M. 
Rouille.  Embaffy  of  the  Duke  of  Nivernois. 
France  offended.  JVar  declared  againjl  Eng¬ 
land.  Cafe  Breton  taken,  by  the  Duke  de 
Richlieu.  Fhe  Englifh,  terrified  by  flat-bot¬ 
tomed  Boats,  fend  for  the  Hanoverians  and 
HeJJians.  Ruffia  ftrengthens  herfelf  on  the  Fron¬ 
tiers  of  Bruffia.  Fhe  Auftrians  affemble  two 
Armies  in  Bohemia.  Intelligence  obtained  from 
the  Archives  of  Drejden,  that  difcovers  all  the 
Myftery  of  Iniquity,  parrel  with  -Aufiria. 
Reafons  for  declaring  War.  Firfi  Difpofitiotis 
of  the  Froops.  Plan  of  the  Campaign, 


AFTER  having  given  a  fketch  of 
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JL\.  the  fituation  of  the  feveral  powers 
of  Europe,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1755,  it  is  neceffary  we  Ihould  take  a  retrofpeft 
of  thofe  diffentions,  and  their  caufes,  which 
occafioned  the  war  between  France  and  Eng¬ 
land.  Prefent  affairs  are  fo  intimately  related 
to  paft  that,  for  this  purpofe,  we  muft  go  back 
to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  to  arrive  at  the  origin 
a  of 


44 


POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 


of  this  quarrel ;  which  was  the  difputes  of  the 
French  and  Englifli  concerning  the  limits  of 
Canada. 

Louis  XIV.  in  hafte  to  conclude  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  that  he  might  detach  queen  Ann 
from  the  grand  alliance,  ordered  his  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  to  fign,  and  not  to  objed.  Thefe 
plenipotentiaries  employed  equivocal  terms  to 
indicate  the  limits  of  Canada,  concerning  which 
the  difference  arofe.  The  gain  of  France  by 
this  treaty  was  fuperior  to  all  her  poffeffions  in 
a  country  fo  fterile;  but  no  fooner  were  the 
troubles  of  Europe  appeafed  than  the  EngliQi 
and  French,  each,  interpreted  the  article  of  the 
limits  of  their  American  poffeffions  to  their 
own  advantage.  There  were  fome  contentions 
between  the  colonies  of  the  two  nations ; 
though  thefe  petty  quarrels  did  not  degenerate 
into  open  hoftilities. 

By  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  every  diffi¬ 
culty  ought  to  have  been  removed.  The 
ambaffador  St.  Severin  and  his  colleagues,  in 
conformity  to  the  reiterated  orders  they  received 
from  France,  to  accelerate  the  figning  of  the 
preliminaries,  referred  the  decifion  of  the  limits 
of  thefe  colonies  to  the  examination  of  com- 
miffaries,  who  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  two 
courts,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace.  The 
2-  com- 
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commiflaries,  being  aflembled,  inftead  of  con¬ 
ciliating  the  two  nations  by  their  conferences, 
did  but  augment  their  mutual  difcontent  and 
bitternefs.  The  embaffy  of  the  duke  de  Mh'e- 
poix,  and  the  negotiation  he  began  at  London, 
were  of  no  effed;.  Mutual  reproaches  of  ill 
faith  were  made;  the  Englilh  and  French- 
troops  in  America  came  to  hoftilities,  fome  forts 
were  carried,  and  war  was  begun  without  be^ 
ing  declared.  In  the  relations  fent  home,  the 
Enghfh  officers  did  not  fail  to  impute  every 
violence  to  the  French.  Each  party  wrote 
juftifications  of  their  condudl :  with  thefe  the 
city  of  London  fwarmed. 

The  Englilh  nation,  eafily  inflamed,  ima¬ 
gining  it  has  caufe  of  complaint  againfl 
France,  being  diflatisfied  with  the  peace  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  breathed  nothing  but  war. 
The  condudl  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland  made 
the  fermentation  general.  He  perceived  that 
age  caufed  the  king  his  father  to  approach  the 
period  of  exiftence.  To  increafe  his  credit, 
and  gain  greater  influence  in  the  fucceeding 
reign,  he  had  formed  the  projedt  of  filling  the 
council  with  his  creatures,  and  of  beftowing  all 
the  great  offices  of  the  crown  on  perfons  who 
were  intirely  devoted  to  his  party.  He  de- 
figned  to  place  Mr.  Fox  at  the  head  of  the 
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treafury,  and  to  give  him  all  the  power  with 
which  the  duke  of  Newcaflle  was  invefted. 
But  the  elevation  of  Fox  could  not  take  place, 
except  by  driving  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  from 
office;  and  this  was  the  more  difficult  becaufe 
that  the  latter  had  great  power  over  the  mind  of 
the  king,  and  was  efteemed,  in  parliament,  for 
his  long  fervices,  his  virtues,  and  his  wealth ; 
and,  by  the  nation,  becaufe  of  his  immenfe 
wealth,  and  the  places  which  were  in  his  gift, 
as  well  as  of  the  numerous  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  whom  his  pofleffions  gave  him  the  power 
to  have  elected. 

The  duke  of  Cumberland  imagined  that  the 
beft  means  of  obliging  the  duke  of  Newcaftle 
to  quit  his  great  ftation  would  be  to  engage 
England  in  a  war  with  France,  by  which  the 
minifter  would  be  under  the  neceffity  of  adding 
new  debts  to  thofe  with  which  the  government 
was  loaded,  which  would  furnifti  oppofition 
with  fubjeeft  of  complaint ;  or  he  flattered  him- 
felf  he  might  profit  by  the  poffible  ill  fuccefs,  of 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  to  impute  error 
to  the  minifter,  and  make  him  determine,  by 
the  vexation  and  perfecution  he  ftiould  find, 
voluntarily  to  renounce  his  office.  This  was  a 
vaft  and  complicated  plan,  for  the  execution  of 
which  the  quarrel  between  the  two  nations  muft 
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be  inflamed,  and  the  peace  infringed.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  eafy.  At  the  very  name 
of  Frenchman  the  people  of  London  are  furi¬ 
ous.  Combuftibles  were  collefted,  and  they 
were  prefently  fet  in  flames.  The  tumultuous 
nation  obliged  king  George  to  prepare  fome 
armaments.  One  ftep  infenfibly  occafioned 
another,  till  the  parties  came  to  adion.  Vio¬ 
lence  gave  place  to  reprifal;  and,  toward  the 
conclufion  of  1 7  54,  war  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions  appeared  to  be  inevitable :  it  was  how¬ 
ever  remarked  that  the  miniftry  of  Verfailles 
aded  with  the  greatefl:  moderation,  and  that 
wrong  proceedings  were  all  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifli. 

The  two  kings,  perceiving  themfelves  me¬ 
naced  by  war,  endeavoured  each  to  ftrengthen 
his  party,  and  to  confirm  ancient  alliances,  or 
to  form  new.  At  this  time  the  king  of  Pruflla 
was  courted  both  by  the  French  and  Englifh. 
His  alliance  with  Louis  ^V.  was  not  expired. 
The  poffeflions  of  the  French  in  the  Indies 
were  in  all  cafes  excepted  from  the  guarantees 
of  PrufTia;  and,  under  the  prefenc  circum- 
flances,  it  appeared  that  the  part  of  the  Pruf- 
fians  would  be  to  remain  neuter,  and  become 
fpedacors  of  the  enfuing  troubles.  The  court 
of  Verfailles 'thought  otherwife;  and  imagined 
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the  king  of  Pruffia  was  to  France  what  a  defpot 
of  Wallachia  is  to  the  Porte;  that  is  to  fay  a 
fubordinate  prince,  who,  the  moment  he  re¬ 
ceives  orders,  is  obliged  to  make  war.  She 
farther  perfuaded  herfelf  that,  by  carrying  war 
into  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  Ihe  ftiould 
foften  the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  and  thus,  in 
the  heart  of  the  German  empire,  terminate 
thofe  differences  which  fubflfted  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  between  her  and  the  court  of  London. 
Rouille,  who  then  was  minifher  for  foreign 
affairs,  one  day  faid  to  the  Pruflian  ambaflador, 
Knyphaufen,  with  an  intention  of  engaging  the 
king  to  contribute  to  this  diverfion, — “  Write, 
Sir,  to  the  king  of  PrulTia,  that  he  may  affift 
us  in  our  expedition  into  Hanover.  He  will 
there  find  pillage ;  the  treafury  of  the  king 
‘‘  of  England  is  excellently  furnifhed.  This 
“  he'  has  but  to  feize,  and  it  will  be  a  good 
‘‘  capture.”  The  king  returned  him  for  an- 
fwer  that  fuch-like  propofitions  might  be  be¬ 
coming,  when  negotiating  with  fome  perfons ; 
but  that  he  hoped,  in  future,  M.  Rouille 
would  learn  to  diftinguifli  thofe  with  whom  he 
had  to  treat. 

Thefe  negotiations  were  more  warmly  preffed 
tbward  the  end  of  1755.  King  George,  informed 
of  the  defign  of  the  French,  and  alarmed  at 
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die  ftorm  which  menaced  his  eledlorate,  was 
perfuaded  diat  the  moft  certain  means  of  flielter 
was  to  conclude  an  offenlive  alliance  with 
Pruffia.  He  knew  that  the  conneftions  be¬ 
tween  the  kings  of  Pruffia  and.  France  were 
almoft  at  an  end,  for  the  treaty  of  Verfailles 
would  expire  in  the  month  of  March  1756  j 
and  he  charged  lord  Holdernefs,  his  fecretary 
of  hate,  to  begin  a  negotiation  with  the  court 
of  Berlin. 

Uncertain  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  relative  to  fuch  an  alliance,  lord  Hol¬ 
dernefs,  that  he  might  not  expofe  his  mailer  to 
a  direfl  refufal,  ventured  to  rnake  his  firll  pro- 
pofals  by  the  intervention  of  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wic ;  under  pretence  of  fecuring  the  peace  of 
Germany,  againft  the  danger  with  which  it  was 
threatened  by  an  approaching  war.  The  king 
was  required  to  enter  into  meafures  which  might 
afcertain  the  public  tranquillity.  Great  confc- 
quences  were  annexed  to  this  propofition.  The 
fituation  of  Pruffiia  was  then  fuch  that  the  part 
die  fhould  take  would  highly  influence  peace 
and  war.  Should  the  treaty  with  France  be  re¬ 
newed,  the  eleflorate  of  Hanover  muft  be  at¬ 
tacked*.  This  would  draw  upon  her  the  forces 
of  the  Englilli,  Aullrians,  and  Ruffians.  Should 
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an  alliance  with  England  be  concluded,  it  was 
probable  the  French  would  not  carry  the  war 
into  the  empire ;  and  Pruffia  would  find  herfelf 
connedted  with  Great  Britain  and  Rufiia.  This 
apparently  muft  oblige  the  emprefs  queen  to 
remain  at  peace,  whatever  her  defire  might  be 
to  re-conquer  Silefia,  and  however  great  the 
preparations  fhe  might  have  made,  to  adt  as 
occafion  fliould  ferve. 

Before  he  came  to  a  determination,  the  king 
neverthelefs  thought  proper  to  be  certain  of 
the  difpofition  of  the  court  of  Rufiia ;  but,  as 
the  chancellor  Beftuchef  w^as  his  declared  ene¬ 
my,  there  was  no  pofiibility  of  obtaining  intel¬ 
ligence  immediately  from  Peterfburg  itfelf ; 
fince  all  intercourfe  between  the  two  courts 
was  interrupted.  He  therefore  had  recourfc 
to  the  fieur  von  KlinggrafF,  his  ambalTador  at 
the  Imperial  court,  and  to  lord  Holdernefs 
himfelf,  that  he  might  underftand  on  what 
terms  England  and  Rufiia  were,  and  efpecially 
whether  the  court  of  Vienna,  or  that  of  Lon¬ 
don,  had  the  greatefi:  influence  at  Peterfburg. 
KlinggrgefF  replied  that,  the  Ruffians  being  an 
interefted  people,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but 
that  they  were  attached  to  thofe  who  could  pay 
them,  and  not  to  thofe  who  had  nothing  to 
give ;  that  the  emprefs  queen  often  wanted 
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funds  to  fupply  her  own  expences ;  that  there¬ 
fore  the  Ruffians  would  be  with  the  Erglifn, 
whofe  immenfe  wealth  enabled  them  to  grant 
heavy  fublidies. 

The  anfwer  of  lord  Holdernefs  implied  that 
there  was  a  perfeftly  good  intelligence  between 
England  and  Ruffia ;  and  that  king  George 
had  a  firm  confidence  in  the  friendfliip  of  the 
emprefs  Elizabeth.  The  information  which 
the  king  obtained,  from  his  ambaffador  at  the 
Hague,  correfponded  fo  well  with  that  which 
he  had  received  from  Vienna  and  London,  that 
he  imagined  fo  many  people  could  not  all  be 
deceived,  on  the  fame  fubjed ;  and  that  their 
conjedures,  being  fimilar,  muft  neceffarily  be 
juft.  Thus  determined,  he  entered  into  nego¬ 
tiation  with  England,  and  anfwered  lord  Hol¬ 
dernefs  that  he  was  not  difinclined  to  concert 
innocent  and  defenfive  meafures  with  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  which  fhould  only  relate  to 
the  neutrality  of  Germany.  The  two  powers, 
being  agreed  concerning  the  principles  of  their 
alliance,  foon  concluded  a  treaty,  which  was 
figned  at  London,  on  the  fixteenth  of  January 
1756.  It  confifted  of  four  articles,  the  three 
firft  of  which  related  to  the  reciprocal  guaran¬ 
tees  of  their  proper  ftates ;  the  laft  regarded 
Germany  only,  and  ftipulated  that  it  fhould  not 
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be  invaded,  or  entered,  by  any  foreign  force?. 
There  were  two  fecret  articles,  by  one  of  which 
the  Auftrian  low  countries  were  excepted  from 
the  guarantee  of  Germany ;  and  by  the  other 
the  Englilli  engaged  to  pay  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  to  the  P ruffian  merchants,  who 
had  pretended  a  claim  of  indemnification,  for 
the  prizes  made  and  not  reftored  by  the  Eng- 
lifh,  during  the  lafl;  war. 

The  treaty  arrived  figned  at  Berlin,  about  a 
month  after  the  duke  de  Nivernois  had  repaired 
thither.  Louis  XV.  had  fent  this  nobleman 
to  the  king  to  renew  the  peace  of  Verfailles, 
which  would  foon  expire,  and  further  to  en¬ 
gage  Pruffia  in  the  projeft  which  France  medi¬ 
tated  againft  Hanover.  The  ftrongeft  argu¬ 
ment  which  the  duke  de  Nivernois  employed, 
to  induce  the  king  to  this  alliance,  and  make  him 
a  party  in  the  war,  was  an  offer  of  the  fovereignty 
of  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  It  fhould  be  known 
that,  after  the  war  of  1740,  the  French  had 
beftowed  this  ifland  on  marfhal  Saxe ;  and,  as 
the  Englifh  appeared  to  be  very  much  diffatis- 
fied,  it  was  ftipulated  that  it  ihould  remain  de- 
fert,  uncultivated  by  any  nation.  This  was  too 
Angular  an  offer  to  be  accepted.  The  king 
turned  the  affair  into  a  jeft,  and  intreated  the 
duke  de  Nivernois  to  fearch  for  fome  perfon 
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who  might  become  governor  of  the  ifland  of 
Barataria  with  greater  propriety  than  himfelf. 
In  like  manner  he  declined  renewing  any  ambi¬ 
ance,  or  taking  part  in  the  war  in  queftion ; 
and,  that  he  might  aft  with  the  utmoft  can¬ 
dour,  and  convince  France  of  the  innocency 
of  thofe  new  engagements  into  which  he  had 
entered  with  England,  he  made  no  difficulty  of 
fliewing  the  duke  de  Nivernois  the  original  of 
the  treaty,  which  had  lately  been  figned  at 
London.  The  news  of  this  alliance  made  a 
very  ftrong  impreffion  at  Verfailles,  on  Louis 
XV.  and  his  council,  who  were  but  little  fliort 
of  affirming  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  re¬ 
volted  againlt  France.  Impartially  examined, 
the  faft  was  otherwife.  The  alliance  between 
Pruffia  and  France  would  expire  in  two  months. 
As  a  fovereign,  the  king  was  authorifed  to  form 
alliances  with  thofe  nations  which  might  procure 
the  greateft  advantage  to  his  ftates.  He  there¬ 
fore  forfeited  neither  his  word  nor  his  honour^ 
by  his  union  with  the  king  of  England  ;  efpe- 
cially  when  this  union  was  to  preferve  his  own 
ftates  and  all  Germany  in  peace.  But  the 
French  would  hear  no  reafon ;  they  fpoke  at 
Verfailles  only  of  the  apoftacy  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  who  perfidioufly  abandoned  his  ancient 
allies ;  and  the  court  uttered  fo  many  reproaches 
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that  it  became  probable  refentment  would  not  be 
confined  to  words. 

We  have,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  feen  the 
arts  and  fubtledes  with  which  the  court  of  Vi¬ 
enna  endeavoured  to  gain  the  friendfhip  of  that 
of  Verfailles;  and  with  what  induftry  count  Kau- 
nitz  had  applied  himfelf, ,  during  his  refidence 
at  Paris,  to  familiarize  the  minds  of  the  French 
to  the  fuppofition  of  an  alliance  with  Auftria. 
During  the  momentary  ill-humour  of  Louis 
XV.  the  failiion  which  obtained  of  declaiming 
againft  the  king  of  Prulfia,  in  the  council  of 
Verfailles,  occafioned  this  feed  to  take  root. 
The  extreme  vivacity  of  the  French  nation  led 
it  to  confider  an  alliance  with  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  as  a  fuperior  refinement  in  politics. 
Accordingly,  count  Starenberg  was  charged, 
by  the  emprefs  queen,  to  propofe  an  alliance 
between  the  two  courts.  This  was  prefently 
agreed  on,  for  both  parties  wilhed  the  fame 
thing ;  and  it  was  figned,  in  the  name  of  the 
moft  Chriftian  king,  by  M.  Rouille  and  the 
Abbe  de  Bernis,  on  the  9th  of  May  1756. 

This  famous  treaty  of  Verfailles,  announced 
with  fo  much  oftentation,  and  baptifed — “  the 

union  of  the  great  powers,”— was  in  its 
own  nature  defenfive ;  and  in  fubftance  con¬ 
tained  the  promife  of  an  aid  of  twenty-four 
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thoufand  men,  fhould  either  of  the  contradling 
powers  be  attacked.  It  was  this  alliance  how¬ 
ever  which  encouraged  the  emprefs  queen  in 
the  execution  of  the  grand  proje6t  which  fhe 
had  fo  long  been  meditating. 

The  union  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  and 
Bourbon,  fo  lately  formed,  began  to  make  it 
fufpedted  that  the  treaty  of  London  could  not 
maintain  the  tranquillity  of  Germany.  Peace 
might  be  faid  to  bp  fufpended  only  by  a  hair ; 
fome  pretext  was  but  wanting ;  and,  when  that 
is  the  foie  thing  necelTary,  war  is  as  if  declared. 
It  foon  appeared  inevitable;  for  information 
was  obtained  that  the  politicians  had  all  been 
deceived  in  their  dependence  on  Ruffia.  That 
power,  over  which  the  intrigues  of  the  Auftrian 
minifters  prevailed,  broke  with  England  be- 
caufe  of  the  alliance  which  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  had  concluded  with  the  king  of  Prufliao 
Count  Beftuchef  for  a  moment  remained  unde¬ 
cided,  between  his  paflion  for  Englifh  guineas 
and  his  hatred  toward  the  king  :  but  hatred 
v/as  vidlorious.  The  emprefs  Elizabeth,  an 
enemy  to  the  French  nation,  after  the  laft  em- 
bafly  of  the  marquis  de  la  Chetardie,  was  better 
pleafed  to  league  with  that  nation  than  to  pre- 
ferve  the  leafl;  alliance  with  a  power  which  had 
become  connedted  with  Pruffia.  Adtive  in 
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every  court  of  Europe,  the  court  of  Vienna 
profited  by  the  paflions  of  fovereigns  and  their 
minifters,  to  attradt  them  to  itfelf,  and  govern 
them  according  to  the  purpofes  propofed. 

During  thefe  fudden  and  unexpedted  changes 
of  fyfbem,  the  Englifli  fliips  no  longer  kept  any 
meafures  with  thofe  of  France.  The  vexations 
and  infradtions  they  committed  enforced  the 
king  of  France,  in  his  own  defpite,  to  declare 
war.  The  French  oftentatioufly  announced 
they  were  preparing  to  make  a  defcent  on 
England.  They  lined  the  coafts  of  Brittany 
and  Normandy  with  troops,  built  flat-bottomed 
boats  for  their  tranfportation,  and  affembled 
fome  fliips  of  war  at  Bred.  Thefe  appearances 
terrified  the  Englilh,  and  there  were  moments 
during  which  this  nation,  which  has  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  fo  much  wifdom,  imagined  its  dedruc- 
tion  near.  To  remove  thefe  fears,  king  George 
had  recourfe  to  Flanoverian  and  Fleffian  troops, 
that  were  brought  into  England. 

Thus  was  the  court  of  London  amufed. 
The  French  profited  by  the  panic  they  had 
infpired ;  and,  while  they  kept  up  a  diow  of 
invafion  oppofite  the  coads  of  Great  Britain, 
made  a  real  defcent  on  the  ifland  of  Minorca. 
The  duke  de  Richelieu,  who  headed  this  expe¬ 
dition,  laid  fiege  to  Port  Mahon.  The  Englifh 
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did  not  perceive  the  defign  of  the  French  till 
it  was  put  in  execution  :  they  nevertheleis  fent 
a  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean,  to  the  fuccour 
of  the  place  befieged,  where  their  admiral, 
Bjmg,  was  beaten  by  the  French  fquadron. 
The  Englifh  government,  that  it  might  difcul- 
pate  itfelf  in  the  eyes  of  the  furious  populace, 
was  obliged  to  immolate  a  viftim.  Admiral 
Byng  was  fliot,  whole  innocence  many  fenfible 
men  pretended  to  prove.  The  duke  de  Riche¬ 
lieu  in  vain  attempted  to  effect  a  breach  in  Port 
Mahon,  the  works  of  which  are  cut  in  the  rock. 
Impatient  at  the  length  of  the  fiege,  he  ordered 
a  general  affault:  the  French  made  a  fcalade, 
and  the  place  was  taken. 

While  fortune  favoured  the  French  in  the 
fouth  of  Europe,  the  affairs  of  the  north  daily 
became  more  critical.  The  Ruffians  formed 
camps  in  Livonia,  which  were  ftill  more  confi- 
derable  than  thofe  they  had  there  formed  dur¬ 
ing  the  preceding  years.  The  court  of  Ruffia 
was  induced  to  take  thefe  fleps  by  that  of  Vien¬ 
na,  by  which  the  treaty  of  Peterfburg,  made  in 
the  year  1 746,  was  claimed  as  if  war  had  been 
declared,  and  affiftance  requifite.  An  army  of 
fifty  thoufand  Mufcovites,  on  the  frontiers  of 
Pruffia,  became  a  fubjeft  of  importance.  What¬ 
ever  the  caufe  of  the  armament  might  be,  its 
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eSe6ts  appeared  to  be  formidable.  The  king 
had  a  channel  through  which  he  obtained  cer¬ 
tain  advice,  relative  to  the  projeds  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  which  were  ripe  for  execution  *  by  the 
means  of  a  clerk  of  the  fecret  chancery  of 
Drefden,  who  weekly  remitted  to  the  Pruffian 
minifter  the  difpatches  which  his  court  received 
from  Peterfburg  and  Vienna,  as  well  as  copies 
of  all  the  treaties  he  had  found  in  the  archives. 
From  thefe  writings  it  appeared  that  the  court 
of  Ruffia  excufed  herfelf,  becaufe  of  inability, 
from  undertaking  war  that  year,  her  fleet  not 
being  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fea ;  but  in  re¬ 
venge  fhe  promifed  the  greatefl  efforts  fliould 
be  made  the  next.  Thus  informed,  the  king 
determined  to  fend,  as  a  feeming  referve,  a 
corps  into  Pomerania,  compofed  of  ten  batta¬ 
lions  and  twenty  fquadrons.  Thefe  troops  were 
cantoned  in  the  environs  of  Stolpe,  during 
the  month  of  Auguft,  where  they  could  incite 
no  uneafinefs  in  the  Ruflians,  and  where  they 
were  notwithftanding  in  readinefs  to  reinforce 
marihal  Lehwald,  whenever  he  fhould  have 
reafon  to  apprehend  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy. 

More  troops  than  ufual  were  prefently  af- 
fembled  in  Bohemia,  by  the  court  of  Vienna, 
of  which  two  armies  were  formed.  The  one 
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under  the  comtnand  of  prince  Piccolomini, 
encamped  near  Koiiigfgrsetz  ;  and  the  principal^, 
under  marfhal  Braun  (Brown)  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Prague.  This  was  not  fufficient :  the 
court  amaffed  magazines  in  Bohemia,  and  af- 
fembled  horfes  for  the  conveyance  of  provilions 
and  of  the  numerous  artillery  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  employed  in  the  army.  In  a  word, 
all  thofe  preparations  took  place  which  arc 
ufual,  when  one  power  propofes  to  attack  ano¬ 
ther. 

The  difpatches  which  the  king  received  from 
Drefden  were  full  of  the  plans  that  were  formed 
by  the  court  of  Vienna  to  invade  the  ftates  of 
the  king.  From  thefe  he  learned  that,  if  no 
better  could  be  found,  the  emprefs  queen  would 
make  the  difference  of  the  kino-  with  the  duke 

O 

of  Mecklenburgh  a  pretext  for  war.  This  dif¬ 
ference  was  a  trifle  ;  the  affair  had  been  accom¬ 
modated,  and  numbered.  It  related  to  the 
right  of  recruiting.  The  duke  thought  proper 
to  take  offence  at  the  exercife  of  this  right. 
After  the  juflice  of  the  proceeding  had  been 
proved,  he  being  ftill  obftinate,  the  king  then 
took  executive  juflice  into  his  own  power. 
Though  this  paltry  affair  was  no  longer  in  quef- 
tion,  the  emprefs  queen  determined  again  to 
^ring  it  on  the  tapis.  She  pretended  to  under- 
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{land  the  proceedings  of  the  king  as-  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  empire,  and  in  violation  to  the 
peace  of  Weftphalia,  which  engaged  her  to  make 
herfelf  a  party  in  behalf  of  the  duke  of  Mecklen- 
burgh,  and  to  require  affiftance  from  the  princes 
who  guarantied  that  peace. 

The  information  which  the  king  obtained 
of  this  defign,  added  to  the  motions  of  three 
armies  on  his  frontiers,  that  daily  menaced  open 
rupture,  gave  occafion  to  demand  an  explana¬ 
tion,  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  relative  to  thefe 
grand  armaments.  This  court  was  intreated  to 
give  a  categorical  anfwer,  that  it  might  bo 
known  whether  it  was  or  was  not  intended, to 
break  the  peace.  The  reply  of  count  Kaunitz 
was  found  to  be  conceived  in  equivocal  and 
ambiguous  terms ;  but  he  explained  himfelf 
with  lefs  referve  to  count  Flemming,  the  ambaf- 
fador  from  the  king  of  Poland  at  Vienna,  who 
fent  his  court  an  account  of  this  converfation. 
A  copy  of  his  difpatches  was  immediately  fent 
from  Drefden  to  Berlin.  In  thefe  count  Flem¬ 
ming  faid — Count  Kaunitz  propofes  to  in- 
“  cite  difquietude  in  the  king  by  his  replies, 
“  and  to  induce  him  to  commit  the  firft  hofti- 
lities.-’  It  is  certain  that  the  ftyle  was  fo 
haughty,  fo  arrogant,  that  it  was  fufficiently 
clear  the  emprefs  queen  was  determined  on  war  j 

and 
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and  that  fhe  wiflied  the  king  (hould  be  fuppofed 
the  aggreffor.  But  it  flill  was  probable  the 
year  would  have  paffed  away,  before  that  the 
enemies  of  Pruflia  would  have  proceeded  to  the 
laft  extremities,  becaufe  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg  was  delirous  of  deferring  war  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  and  becaufe  it  was  apparent  the 
emprefs  queen  waited  till  her  allies  fhould  all 
be  ready,  that  the  king  might  be  attacked  with 
their  united  forces. 

Conliderations  like  thefe  caufed  the  queftion 
to  be  examined,  whether  it  were  more  advan¬ 
tageous  to  anticipate  the  enemy,  by  an  imme¬ 
diate  attack,  or  wait  till  they  had  huiflied  their 
grand  preparations,  and  fuffer  them  to  ufe  their 
own  difcretion,  concerning  the  enterprizes  they 
Ihould  form.  Whatever  part  fliould  be  taken, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  war  was  equally  ine¬ 
vitable  ;  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  calculation  to 
find  whether  it  would  be  moft  advantageous 
to  delay,  fome  months,  or  to  begin  imme¬ 
diately. 

This  hiftory  will  hereafter  fliow  that  the  king 
of  Poland  was  one  of  the  moll  zealous  partifans 
of  the  union,  formed  by  the  emprefs  queen, 
againft  Pruflia.  The  Saxon  army  was  feeble. 
It  was  known  that  it  amounted  to  fcarcely 
eighteen  thoufand  men ;  but  it  was  alfo  known 

4  that. 


62  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

tliat  it  was,  during  winter,  to  be  augmented 
to  the  number  of  foity  thoufand.  Bj’-  deferring 
war,  die  king  therefore  would  give  an  ill-dif- 
pofed  neighbour  dme  to  become  more  formi¬ 
dable  ;  not  to  add  that  RulEa  could  not  enter 
into  action  during  the  prefent  year ;  and, 
Saxony  not  having  concluded  its  arrangements, 
the  moment  feemed  favourable  to  gain  upon 
^e  enemy,  by  obtaining,  in  the  fii-ft  campaign, 
advantas;es  which  ill-timed  delicacy  would  lofe, 
ihould  military  operations  be  deferred  to  the 
following;;  year.  Inaction  would  farther  facili- 
tate  the  enemy’s  m.eans  of  falhng,  with  united 
powers,  on  the  ftates  of  the  king  ;  which  muft, 
on  the  opening  of  the  firfh  campaign,  have  be¬ 
come  the  feat  of  war.  Inftead  of  which,  by 
carrying  war  into  the  enemy’s  countrj^,  whofe 
evil  defigns  were  proved,  it  would  there  be 
fixed,  and  the  Pruffian  provinces  fpared.  As  to 
the  terrific  epithet  of  aggreffor,  this  was  a  vain 
fcarecrow,  fit  only  to  impofe  on  timid  minds, 
and  to  which  no  attention  ought  to  ^be  paid  in 
a  crilis  fo  important,  when  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate  was  in  danger.  The  true  aggrelTor,  no 
doubt,  is  he  who  obliges  another  to  arm,  by  at¬ 
tack  to  anticipate  his  enemy,  and,  by  a  war 
lefs  difficult,  guard  againft  a  Vvar  more  danger¬ 
ous  ;  for,  of  two  evils,  the  ieaft  mufi  be  chofen. 

The 
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The  fubftance  of  the  conteft  would  be  the  fame, 
whether  the  enemies  of  the  king  did  or  did  not 
accufe  him  of  being  the  aggreffor ;  the  con- 
fpiracy  of  the  powers  of  Europe  againft  Pruffia 
being  already  formed.  The  emprefs  queen, 
the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  the  king  of  Poland, 
were  agreed,  and  at  the  moment  of  entering  on 
aftion  ;  fo  that  the  king  would  not  have  had  a 
friend  the  more,  nor  an  enemy  the  iefs.  In  fine 
the  prefervation  of  the  ftate,  and  the  fupport  of 
the  houfe  of  Brandenbourg,  were  to  be  confi- 
dered.  At  a  moment  fo  ferious,  fo  important, 
would  it  not  have  been  an  unpardonable  fault, 
in  politics,  to  have  ftopt  at  vain  formalities; 
from  which  we  ought  not  to  depart,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  courfe  of  things,  but  to  which  we  ought 
not  to  fubmit,  in  cafes  fo  extraordinary  as  thefe, 
when  irrefolution  and  delay  would  have  enfured 
deflrudion,  and  when  fafety  could  only  be 
found  by  vigorous  and  prompt  refolution,  exe¬ 
cuted  with  equal  aflivity  ? 

The  different  reafons  here  alleged  deter¬ 
mined  the  king  to  outftep  his  enemies.  He 
gave  the  court  of  Vienna  to  underfhand  that  its 
anfwer  was  confidered  as  a  declaration  of  war, 
and  that  war  it  fhould  have.  He  afterward  took 
the  neceffary  difpofitions  to  put  the  troops  in 
motion.  It  was  the  month  of  Auguft,  and 
'  Pruffia 
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Pmflia  had  nothing  to  fear  from  Ruffia,  for  the 
prefent  year,  for  reafons  before  given  ;  fo  that 
marfhal  Lehwald  was  fatisfied  with  aflembling 
the  troops  under  his  command,  in  the  environs 
of  Kdnigfberg ;  that  they  might  be  in  readinefs, 
and  be  brought  into  the  field,  fhould  circum- 
ftances  fo  require. 

The  king  propofed  to  attack  the  Auftrians 
with  two  armies.  Marflial  Schwerin,  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  command  of  that  in  Silefia,  was  to 
penetrate  into  the  circle  of  Kdnigfgrstz ;  the 
other,  oppofed  at  once  both  to  Saxons  and  Au¬ 
ftrians,  muft  naturally  be  the  ftrongeft,  and  was 
formed  of  the  Pomeranian  regiments,  of  thofe  of 
the  Elediorate,  the  dutchy  of  Magdebourg,  and 
the  provinces  of  Weftphalia.  The  king  thought 
proper  to  command  this  in  perfon.  His  defign 
was  at  once  to  enter  Saxony  with  feveral  co¬ 
lumns  ;  either  to  difarm  the  Saxon  troops,  if 
found  difperfed  in  their  quarters,  or  give  them 
battle,  if  affembled,  that  he  might  not  have  an 
enemy  in  his  rear  when  he  fhould  advance  into 
Bohemia,  or  be  expofed  to  perfidy  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  Saxons  in  the  year  1744.  The  king 
held  himfelf  authorized  thus  to  ad;  by  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  paft,  the  engagements  the  Saxons 
had  entered  into  with  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  and 
from  their  ill  intentions,  which  were  manifeft  in 
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the  difpatches  of  all  their  minifters,  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  king.  Thus  did  reafons  of  right, 
of  policy,  and  of  war,  fupport  and  jullify  his 
condudt. 

It  was  at  the  fame  time  refolved  to  gain  as 
much  ground,  during  the  firft  campaign,  as 
poffible ;  the  better  to  cover  the  ftates  of  the 
king,  remove  the  war  to  the  greateft  poffible 
difiance,  and  carry  it  into  Bohemia,  if  this  could 
be  effedled.  Such  were  the  general  difpofitions 
which  the  king  oppofed  to  the  league  of  the 
greateft  powers  in  Europe,  intending  to  aflail 
him  :  the  Pruffian  troops  were  foon  on  their 
march,  and  began  their  operations  in  Saxony 
and  Bohemia,  of  which  we  fhall  give  an  account 
in  the  following  chapter. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

‘The  March  into  Saxony.  The  famous  Camp  of 
Pirna.  Bohemia  entered.  Battle  of  Lowofitz. 
Campaign  of  Marjhal  Schwerin,  The  Succour 
at  Schandau  rendered  ineffeSiual.  The  Saxons 
taken.  Winter  garters.  Line  formed  by  the 
Troops. 

^  H  E  firft  thing  neceflary,  at  the  corn¬ 
ea-  mencement  of  the  war,  was  to  deprive 
the  Saxons  of  the  means  of  making  themfelves 
parties  in  it,  and  of  difturbing  Pruilia.  The 
eledlorate  of  Saxony  muft  be  traverfed  to  carry 
the  war  into  Bohemia.  If  Saxony  were  not  con^ 
quered,  an  enemy  would  be  left  behind  ;  who, 
depriving  the  Pruffians  of  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Elbe,  would  oblige  them  to  quit  Bohemia, 
whenever  the  king  of  Poland  fhould  pleafe. 
This  the  Saxons  had  done,  in  the  war  of  1744  ; 
when,  interdifting  the  navigation  of  that  river 
to  the  troops  of  the  king,  they  rendered  his  ex¬ 
pedition  fruitlefs.  It  was  not  from  vague  con- 
jefture  that  they  were  now  fuppofed  to  have 
the  fame  defignsi  proofs  were  pofleffed  of 

their 
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their  ill  intentions ;  and  it  would  have  been  an 
unpardonable  fault,  in  politics,  weakly  to  have 
fpared  a  prince  allied  to  Auftria,  who  waited 
only  the  proper  moment  openly  to  declare  him- 
felf,  when  fo  he  could  do  with  impunity.  As 
the  king  likewife  forefaw  that  the  greateft  part 
of  Europe  prepared  to  attack  him,  he  could  not 
cover  the  eleftoral  marche  of  Brandenbourg, 
except  by  occupying  Saxony  ;  in  which  it  was 
better  to  fix  the  feat  of  war  than  in  the  vicinity 
of  Berlin.  It  therefore  was  refolved  to  carry 
the  war  into  Saxony,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
Elbe,  and  to  endeavour,  if  the  leaft  opportu¬ 
nity  fhould  occur,  to  difarm  the  Saxon  troops. 

On  a  motion  made  by  fome  P ruffian  regi¬ 
ments,  in  Auguft,  to  march  from  Pomerania 
into  the  electorate,  the  Saxon  forces  took  their 
polition  between  the  Elbe  and  the  Mulde.  They 
foon  after  went  into  their  ufual  quarters,  and 
again  prefently  affembled  in  cantonments.  All 
ihefe  marches  and  countermarches  did  not  de¬ 
ceive  the  king,  who  politively  knew  that  the 
defign  of  the  court  was  to  affemble  an  army  in 
the  camp  of  Pirna  ;  where  the  Saxons,  occupy¬ 
ing  a  poft  that  could  not  be  forced,  thought 
they  might  fafely  wait  the  fuccour  they  had 
been  led  to  hope  from  Auftria ;  and  ftill  flat¬ 
tered  themfelves  they  might  amufe  the  Pruflians 
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by  frivolous  negotiation.  Without  paying  the 
leaft  attention  therefore  to  thefe  troops,  it  W^as 
determined  inceffantly  to  penetrate  with  the 
army  into  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia. 

The  king  divided  his  army  into  three  co¬ 
lumns,  the  common  point  of  reunion  for  which 
was  to  be  Pirna.  The  firfl:  left  Magdeburg, 
under  the  command  of  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwic,  took  the  road  to  Leipfic,  and  paffed 
through  Borne,  Chemnitz,  Freyberg,  and  Dip- 
poldifwalda,  to  repair  to  Cotta.  The  fecond 
column,  under  the  king,  marched  to  Pretfch, 
while  prince  Maurice  of  Deffau  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Wittenberg  ;  after  which  this  de¬ 
tachment,  reunited  to  the  reft  of  the  corps, 
crofted  the  Elbe  at  Torgau,  whence  the  king 
paired,  by  Strehlen  and  Lommatfch,  to  Wilf- 
druf. 

Here  certain  information  was  received  that 
the  Saxon  troops  were  all  alfembled  at  Pirna, 
where  the  king  was  in  perfon,  and  that  there 
was  no  garrifon  in  Drefden,  but  that  the  queen 
ftiil  remained  there.  The  king  fent  his  com¬ 
pliments  to  the  queen  of  Poland,  and  the  Pruf- 
lian  troops  entered  the  capital,  obferving  dif- 
cipline  fo  ftri6t  that  no  perfon  had  caufe  to 
complain.  The  army  encamped  near  Drefden  ; 
from  which  on  the  morrow  it  advanced  toward 
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Pirna,  and  took  poft  between  the  Elbe,  Sedelitz, 
and  Zeft. 

The  third  column,  led  by  the  prince  of  Be- 
vern,  traverfed  Lufatia  ;  whence,  having  been 
joined  at  Ellterwerda  by  twenty-five  fquadrons 
of  cuiraffiers  and  hulfiars,  coming  from  Silefia, 
it  marched  for  Bautzen,  Stolpen,  and  finally  for 
Lohmen.  Pince  Ferdinand  at  the  fame  time 
arrived  at  Cotta ;  fo  that,  by  the  jundion  of 
thefe  three  columns,  in  the  environs  of  Pirna, 
the  Saxon  troops  were  entirely  blocked  up. 

The  prefence  of  fo  many  armies  however 
gave  birth  to  no  battle  ;  not  a  lingle  a6t  of  ho- 
ftility  was  committed.  The  Saxons  very  civilly 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  famiflied ;  and  each 
endeavoured  to  fecure  his  own  efiablifhment,  to 
the  bell  of  his  abilities.  The  king  of  Poland, 
that  he  might  gain  time,  began  to  negotiate. 
The  Saxons  could  with  greater  facility  write 
than  fight.  Repeated  propofals  were  made ; 
but,  as  no  folid  advantages  were  offered,  they 
were  rejec^led.  Their  end  was  to  obtain  a  per- 
fe6t  neutrality,  to  which  the  king  could  not 
accede  ;  becaufe  that  the  engagements  between 
the  king  of  Poland  and  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Ruffia  were  too  well  known. 

The  Saxons  however  made  all  Europe  re- 
found  with  their  lamentations.  They  fpread 
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reports  the  moft  injurious,  to  the  Pruffians,  on 
the  invaiion  of  their  eleftorate.  It  was  necef- 
fary  to  difabufe  the  public  refpecting  thefc 
Handers ;  which,  not  being  refuted,  would  gain 
credit,  and  fill  Europe  with  prejudices,  againft 
the  condu(ft  of  the  king.  He  long  had  pof- 
feffed  copies  of  the  treaties  of  the  king  of  Po¬ 
land,  and  of  the  narratives  of  his  minifters  to 
foreign  courts.  Though  thefe  pieces  fully  ju- 
ftified  the  enterprizes  of  the  Pruffians,  they 
could  not  be  made  ufeful.  Had  they  been 
publifhed,  the  Saxons  would  have  accufed  them 
of  being  imaginary,  and  forged  at  will,  only  to 
authorize  a  daring  condudt,  which  was  not  to  be 
juftified  but  by  falfehoods.  The  king  therefore 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
original  pieces,  which  ftill  were  in 'the  archives 
of  Drefden ;  and  gave  orders  that  they  might 
be  feized.  They  were  all  packed  up  and  ready 
to  be  fent  into  Poland.  The  queen,  informed 
of  this,  oppofed  the  attempt ;  and  flie  was  with 
difficulty  brought  to  comprehend  that  the  befl, 
mode  of  acting  would  be  civilly  to  yield  to  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  <and  not  abfolutely  refill:  an 
aT  which,  though  not  fo  refpeftful  as  might 
have  been  wifhed,  was  ftill  the  confequence  of 
abfolute  neceffity. 
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The  firft  ufe  made  of  thefe  archives  was  to 
publifh  an  extract  from  them,  known  to  the 
world  under  the  title  of  Memoire  raijonne  Jur  les 
dejfeins  dangereiix  des  cours  de  Vienne  et  de  Drejdey 
avec  les  -pieces  jujlificatives  While  this  fcene 
was  enabling  at  the  palaqe  of  Drefden,  the  Pruf- 
fian  and  Saxon  troops  remained  quiet ;  the 
king  of  Poland  amufing  himfelf  with  the  hope 
of  the  fuccour  which  the  Aullrians  were  to  fend, 
and  the  king  of  Pruffia  not  being  able  to  under¬ 
take  any  thing  againft  a  camp  where  numbers 
and  valour  would  liave  been  ufelefs.  It  will 
not  be  improper,  to  render  the  facts  we  fliall 
relate  more  intelligible,  that  we  fhould  give 
a  particular  defcription  of  the  famous  camp  of 
Pirna,  and  of  the  pofition  of  ,the  Saxon  troops, 
by  whom  it  was  occupied. 

Nature  had  been  pleafed  on  this  capricious 
fpot  to  form  a  kind  of  fortrefs,  to  which  art  had 
little  or  nothing  to  add.  To  the  eaft  runs  the 
Elbe,  between  rocks  which,  by  narrowing  its 
limits,  render  the  ftream  more  rapid.  The 
right  of  the  Saxons  was  fupported  by  the  fort¬ 
refs  of  Sonnenftein,  near  the  Elbe.  In  a  hol¬ 
low,  at  the  foot  'of  thefe  rocks,  ftands  the  town 

*  Well  known  in  Englilh  under  the  title  of  “  Four 
“  Pieces,”  &c.  or — The  King  of  Pruffia’s  Juftificatory 
JPieces.  T. 
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of  Pirna,  from  which  the  camp  takes  its  name, 
The  front  which  faces  the  north  extends  to  the 
Kohlberg.  This  is  as  the  baftion  of  that  cur¬ 
tain  before  which  is  one  continued  ravin,  from 
fixty  to  eighty  feet  deep,  which  turning  thence 
toward  the  left  furi'ounds  the  whole  camp,  and 
ends  at  the  foot  of  the  Kdnigftein.  From  the 
Kohlberg,  which  forms  a  kind  of  angle,  runs  a 
chain  of  rocks,  the  fummit  of  which  the  Saxons 
occupied  ;  and  which,  facing  the  weft,  extend, 
leaving  Kottendorf  in  front,  and  narrowing  to¬ 
ward  Struppen  and  Leopoldlheim,  and  ter¬ 
minate  at  Kdnigftein,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Elbe. 

Too  feeble  to  fill  a  camp  fo  vaft,  and  in 
which  infurmountable  rocks  every  where  pre- 
fented  themfelves,  the  Saxons  were  fatisfied  with 
guarding  well  the  difficult  paffes,  which  yet  were 
the  only  ones  through  which  they  might  have 
been  attacked.  They  threw  up  abatis,  redoubts, 
and  pallifades ;  all  which  were  eafily  performed, 
becaufe  of  the  immenfe  forefts  of  pine  trees, 
with  which  thefe  hills  are  loaded.  The  camp, 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  in  Europe,  having  been  mi¬ 
nutely  examined,  was  judged  fafe  from  furprife 
and  affault ;  and,  as  time  and  dearth  only  could 
yanquifh  fo  many  obftacles,  a  ftrift  blockade 
was  determined  on,  to  prevent  the  Saxons  from 
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obtaining  provifions  from  the  environs,  and  to  • 
a6l  in  every  refpe6t  as  in  a  formal  fiege.  For 
this  purpofe  the  king  employed  a  part  of  his 
force  to  draw  lines  of  circumvallation,  and  the 
remainder  to  form  an  army  of  obfervation. 
This  difpofition,  the  bell  imaginable  under  fuch 
circumftances,  was  the  more  prudent  be-caufe 
the  Saxons,  flying  haftily  to  thefe  rocks,  had 
wanted  time  to  amafs  much  fubfiftence,  and 
all  they  poffefled  muft  be  confumed  in  two 
months. 

The  king’s  troops  foon  occupied  all  the  paf- 
fages  through  which  fuccour  or  provifions  might 
arrive  to  the  Saxons.  The  prince  of  Bevern 
and  his  divifion  took  poft  at  Lohmen,  Wehlen, 
Oberfwaden,  and  Schandau,  quite  along  the 
Elbe.  His  right  communicated  with  the  di¬ 
vifion  of  the  king  by  the  bridge  which  was 
built  near  the  brick-kiln.  Ten  battalions  and 
ten  fquadrons,  encamped  near  the  king,  occu¬ 
pied  the  fpace  between  the  Elbe  and  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Sedelitz,  as  far  as  Zeft ;  where  the  di¬ 
vifion  of  prince  Maurice  began,  which  extended 
beyond  Cotta,  by  detachments  fent  as .  far  as 
Leopoldflieim,  Markerfdorf,  Hennerfdorf,  and 
Ndllendorf ;  in  all,  thirty-eight  battalions  and 
thirty  fquadrons  were  employed,  to  form  the 
circumvallation  of  which  we  fpeak. 
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Marflial  Keith  had  the  command  of  the  army 
of  obfcrvation,  in  twenty- nine  battalions  and 
feventy  fquadrons.  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunf- 
wic  firft  entered  Bohemia  with  the  van-guard. 
Having  paffed  Peterfwalde  he  encountered  the 
Auftrian  general  Wied  at  Ndllendorf,  with  ten 
battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  cavalry  in  propor¬ 
tion,  whom  he  dillodged  from  the  village.  The 
Auflrian  took  to  flight,  and  the  prince  con¬ 
tinued  his  march.  Marflial  Keith  immediately 
approached  from  Auffig,  and  encamped  at 
Johnfdorf,  whence  he  detached  Mannftein, 
who  feized  on  the  caftle  of  Tetfchen,  to  afcer- 
tain  the  navigation  of  the  Elbe.  Things  con¬ 
tinued  thus  in  Saxony,  and  in  that  part  of  Bo¬ 
hemia,  till  the  end  of  the  month. 

Piccolimini  on  the  other  part  was  advantage- 
oufly  encamped  near  Konigfgrsetz,  on  the 
heights  fituated  between  the  confluence  of  the 
Adler  and  the  Elbe.  His  camp,  of  an  angular 
form,  might  not  be  approached.  Marflial 
Schwerin  marched  with  his  army  through  the 
county  of  Glatz,  whence  he  advanced,  firft  to 
Nachod,  next  to  the  banks  of  the  Metau,  and 
finally  to  Aujeft ;  where  he  defeated  general 
Euccow,  who  marching  to  meet  him  with  a 
corps  of  cavalry  loft  two  hundred  men.  Marflial 
Schwerin  could  undertake  nothing  againft  Pic- 
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colomini,  in  the  poft  he  held.  No  grand  pro- 
jeft  could  be  formed  either  of  fiege  or  battle ; 
and,  as  the  feafon  was  rather  advanced,  he 
contented  himfelf  with  confuming  all  the  fub- 
fiftence  he  found  in  Bohemia,  and  foraging  as 
far  as  the  very  cannon  of  the  Imperial  army  j 
whith,  general  Piccolimini  pretended  not  to  per¬ 
ceive.  A  detachment  of  Pruffian  huflars  de¬ 
feated  four  hundred  of  the  enemy’s  dragoons, 
near  Hohenmaut,  and  brought  in  the  greatelt 
part  of  them  prifoners.  The  attempts  of  mar- 
fhal  Schwerin  were  here  bounded,  becaufe  that 
Piccolimini,  careful  not  to  remove,  remained 
fcrupuloudy  fhut  up  in  his  camp,  which  was 
ftronger  than  many  fortrefl'es  are. 

Great  effefts  this  year  were  only  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  army  of  the  king,  employed  to  at¬ 
tack  the  Saxons  and  prevent  them  receiving 
fuccour.  Here  difficulties  daily  increafed. 
Though  the  camp  of  Pirna  was  fo  far  inclofed 
as  to  prevent  the  arrival  of  fubfiftence  and  aid, 
to  guard  all  the  paths  that  led  through  the 
forefts  and  rocks  of  its  vicinity  was  impoffible. 
By  this  means  the  king  of  Poland  dill  main¬ 
tained,  though  with  difficulty,  a  correfpondence 
with  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  information  was 
received,  toward  the  end  of  September,  that 
marflial  Braun  had  received  orders  to  relieve 
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the  Saxon  troops,  blockaded  at  Pirna,  at  all 
events.  Marflial  Braun  advancins;  with  his 
army  to  Budin,  had  three  modes  of  executing 
this  talk, '  the  one  to  march  againft  marlbal 
Keith,  and  beat  his  army,  a  thing  not  eafily 
accomplifhed.  The  fecond  to  proceed  through 
Billin  and  Toplitz,  and  enter  Saxony,  either 
by  the  Bafberg,  or  Nollendorf.  But  this  would 
oblige  him  to  prefent  his  flank  to  marfbal 
Keith,  and  expofe  all  his  magazines  between 
Budin  and  Prague  to  deftrudion.  The  third 
was  to  fend  a  detachment  on  the  right  of  the 
Elbe,  which,  pafling  through  Bbhmifch, 
Leippa,  Schlukenau,  and  Rumburg,  fhould 
march  to  Schandau.  Neither  could  this  laft 
produce  any  thing  decifive ;  for  the  Pruffians 
might  fend  fuccour  into  that  country,  over 
their  bridge  of  Schandau,  and  the  ground  in 
the  vicinity  of  Oberrathen  and  Schandau  was 
rugged,  difficult,  and  fo  liable  to  be  difputed, 
from  its  impradicable  paffes,  that  a  fingle  bat¬ 
talion  might  flop  a  whole  army. 

As  this  critical  moment  was  to  decide  the 
fate  of  the  campaign,  the  king  thought  his  pre¬ 
fence  neceffary  in  Bohemda  j  that  he  might  op- 
pofe  every  attempt  of  the  enemy.  On  the  28th 
he  arrived  at  the  camp  of  Johnfdorf.  Here 
the  troops  were  polled  in  a  confined  fituation, 
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overlooked  by  eminences,  and  the  rear  fepa- 
rated  by  an  efcarpement  of  rocks  fo  limited 
that,  Ihould  they  have  come  to  adion,  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  have  fent  aid  from  one 
part  of  the  camp  to  another,  without  being 
greatly  expofed.  From  this  fituation,  which 
mufl:  have  been  abandoned  at  the  approach  of 
an  enemy,  it  was  throught  proper  to  remove 
on  the  morrow.  Marfhal  Braun  was  too  diftant 
for  iatelligence  to  be  obtained  of  his  motions  ; 
and,  it  being  important  to  watch  thefe  narrow¬ 
ly,  the  king  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  van¬ 
guard,  compofed  of  eight  battalions  and  twenty 
fquadrons,  and  advanced  to  Tirmitz,  where  he 
was  informed  marlhal  Braun  would  pafs  the 
Eger,  on  the  morrow,  near  Budin.  This  was 
the  moment  of  approach  to  gain  information  of 
his  intentions ;  and  even  to  give  battle,  fhould 
opportunity  offer.  The  lituation  of  affairs  was  fuch 
(September),  and  the  plans  of  the  two  parties  fo 
oppofite,  that  an  adion  muff  enfue,  whether 
marflial  Braun  flrould  determine  to  cut  his  way 
into  Saxony,  fword  in  hand,  or  Ihould  proceed 
only  by  detachments. 

On  the  30th  the  army  of  the  king  followed  in 
two  columns.  Scarcely  had  it  gained  the 
height  of  the  Pafcopol,  before  it  difcovered  a 
camp  in  the  plain  of  Lowofitz,  with  its  right 
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fupported  at  Wielhotta,  Lowofitz  in  its  front, 
and  Suiowitz  on  its  left,  and  the  extremity  of 
which  extended  behind  the  pond  of  Schirko- 
witz. 

The  van  purfued  its  march,  and  diflodged 
feme  hundreds  of  pandours,  who  occupied  a 
poft  of  information,  from  Welmina.  This  vil¬ 
lage  is  fituated  in  a  bottom,  furrounded  by 
rocks,  moft  of  which  rife  in  the  form  of  cones. 
Thefe  heights,  and  the  very  bottom  itfelf,  over¬ 
look  the  neighbouring  plains.  The  king  di¬ 
ligently  advanced  with  his  infantry  to  occupy 
the  vineyards  and  paffes  of  the  plain,  befide 
Lowofitz.  The  troops  arrived  about  ten  in 
the  evening,  and  palfed  the  night  under  arms, 
a  little  diftance  in  the  rear  of  the  van-guard, 
which  was  pofted  in  face  of  the  enemy.  On 
the  morrow,  the  ift  of  Oftober,  the -camp  that 
had  been  difeovered  was  reconnoitred,  by  break 
of  day.  A  thick  fog,  extending  over  the  plain 
prevented  objefts  from  being  diftinftly  feen. 
The  town  of  Lowofitz  was  perceived  as  through 
a  black  veil ;  and  near  it  fome  cavalry  in  two 
corps,  each  of  which  appeared  to  confift  of  five 
fquadrons.  The  army  on  this  was  put  in  order 
of  battle.  A  column  of  infantry  was  formed 
on  the  right,  another  on  the  left,  and  the  ca¬ 
valry  ftationed  in  the  feeond  line;  for,  the 
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ground  being  too  ample  for  the  fmall  army  of 
the  king,  it  was  neceffary  to  place  twenty  bat¬ 
talions  in  the  firft  line,  fo  that  the  reverfe  con- 
fifted  only  of  four.  The  remainder  of  the  troops 
were  either  in  detachments  or  guarding  the 
magazines.  The  field,  on  which  the  army 
of  the  king  formed,  increafed  in  width  toward 
the  left.  The  declivity  of  the  hills  defcending 
to  Lowofitz  is  covered  with  vineyards,  that  are 
in  fmall  inclofures,  with  (lone  walls  breafl;  high. 
Marfhal  Braun  had  polled  pandours  in  thefe 
inclofures,  to  impede  the  P ruffians;  fo  that,  as 
the  battalions  of  the  left  formed,  they  engaged 
the  enemy  immediately  as  they  entered  the  line. 
The  fire  of  the  pandours  was  but  ill  fullained ; 
and,  as  they  made  no  great  refiftance,  the  opi¬ 
nion  was  confirmed  that  the  detachment  that 
had  been  perceived  on  the  eve,  encamped  in 
this  vicinity,  now  prepared  for  retreat,  and  that 
the  pandours  who  Ikirmilhed  in  the  vineyards, 
and  the  cavalry  that  was  fcattered  over  the  plain, 
were  but  the  rear-guard.  This  appeared  the 
more  plaufible  becaufe  no  trace  of  an  army  was 
difcovered.  The  conjediure  however  was  very 
falfe  ;  for  the  troops  firft  feen  at  Lowofitz  were 
the  van-guard  of  Braun.  ^The  Auftrians,  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  march  of  the  king’s  army,  did  not 
gain  the  intelligence  till  they  faw  it  leaving 
I  W  elmina. 
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W elmina,  when  the  news  was  fent  to  Braun  by 
the  general  of  his  van-guard,  upon  which  he 
marched  that  very  night  to  join  him  with  his 
army  at  Lowofitz.  The  fog  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  continued  till  about  eleven  o’clock, 
and  did  not  totally  fublide  till  the  adion  was 
almofl:  over. 

As  it  was  ftill  fuppofed  that  there  was  only 
the  rear-guard  to  combat,  the  Auftrian  cavalry 
was  cannonaded ;  by  which  it  was  difturbed, 
obliged  to  change  its  pofition,  and  form  feveral 
times,  now  in  a  fquare,  prefently  in  three  lines, 
then  in  one ;  and  fometimes  five  or  fix  bodies 
toward  the  left  would  difappear,  and  foon  after 
return  more  numerous  than  they  feemed  to  be 
at  the  beginning.  Weary  of  this  trifling, 
which  was  but  loft  time,  the  king  fuppofed  that, 
by  charging  this  cavalry  with  twenty  fquadrons 
of  dragoons,  the  enemy’s  rear-guard  would  foon 
be  difperfed  and  the  affair  ended  ;  on  which  the 
dragoons  came  from  the  heights  and  formed  in 
the  bottom,  proteded  by  the  infantry.  They 
affailed  and  overthrew  all  their  opponents.  In 
purfuing  the  fugitives  they  received  a  fire  of 
fmall  arms  and  artillery  in  flank  and  front,  at 
the  village  of  Sulowitz,  which  drove  them  to 
the  pofition  they  had  affumed  at  the  foot  of  the 
vineyards.  Hence  it  was  conjedured  that  this 
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waS  no  longer  a  combat  with  the  rear-guard, 
but  that  marfhal  Braun  and  the  Auftrians  were 
in  face  of  the  army..  The  king  wiflied  to  call 
off  his  cavalry,  and  place  it  in  the  fecond  line  on 
the  height ;  but,  by  one  of  thole  miflakes  which 
unfortunately  are  but  too  common  on  the  day 
of  battle,  it  happened  that  the  cuirafTiers  had 
all  joined  the  dragoons  before  they  could  re¬ 
ceive  orders  from  the  aid  du  camp  of  the  king. 
Yielding  to  their  impetuofity  and  defire  of  fig- 
nalizing  themfelves^  they  attacked  a  fecond 
time.  They  foon  overthrew  the  enemy’s  ca¬ 
valry  ;  and,  though  received  with  the  fame  fire 
that  had  repulfed  the  dragoons  on  the  firfl; 
charge,  they  continued  purfuing  for  three  thou- 
fand  paces.  Carried  away  by  their  ardour,  they 
freed  a  ditch  of  fifty  feet  wide,  three  hundred 
paces  beyond  which  another  ditch,  more  deep, 
covered  the  Imperial  infantry.  A  battery  of 
fixty  pieces  then  played  on  the  Pruffian  cavalry, 
and  forced  it  to  return  and  form  anew  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill ;  which,  not  being  purfued,  was 
executed  in  good  order.  The  king,  unwilling 
they  fhould  indulge  in  fuch  fallies,  formed 
them  into  a  fecond  line,  in  the  rear  of  his 
infantry. 

While  the  cavalry  retreated,  the  fire  of  die 
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left  began  to  be  more  hot  and  general.  Marflial 
Braun  was  defirous  of  reverfmg  the  queftion. 
Seeing  himfelf  on  the  point  of  being  alTailed, 
he  rather  chofe  to  attack.  For  this  purpofe  he 
caufed  twenty  battalions  to  file  off,  behind 
Lowofitz,  which,  having  fucceffively  glided 
along  the  Elbe,  came  to  fupport  the  pandours, 
who  combated  in  the  vineyards,  and  even  endea¬ 
voured  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  Pruffians. 
They  were  vigoroufly  repulfed  by  the  infantry, 
which  forced  the  vineyards  one  after  another, 
and,  defcending  into  the  plain,  purfued  fome 
battalions  of  the  enemy,  whofe  fears  hurried 
them  into  the  Elbe.  Another  body  of  fugitives 
threw  themfelves  into  the  firfl  houfes  of  Lowo- 
litz,  and  made  a  fliow  of  defence.  Some  bat¬ 
talions  from  the  right  were  then  detached  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  left,  fo  that  the  left  of  the  Pruffians 
was  fuppor&ed  by  the  Elbe ;  and  in  this  order 
it  advanced  proudly,  and  with  a  determined 
air,  on  Lowofitz ;  while  the  right  of  the  army 
remained  on  the  height  by  which  it  was  fup- 
ported.  The  grenadiers  fired  into  the  houfes 
through  the  doors  and  windows,  to  which  for  the 
greater  difpatch  they  fet  fire  ;  and,  though  they 
had  confumed  all  their  powder,  flill  were  not 
the  regiments  of  Itzenplitz  and  Manteufel  pre¬ 
vented  from  entering  Lowofitz  with  lowered 
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bayonets,  and  forcing  nine  freib  battalions, 
which  Braun  had  fent  thither,  to  cede  the  place 
and  take  to  flight.  All  the  forces  of  the  enemy 
that  had  combated  in  'this  part  afterward  gave 
ground,  and  yielded  the  viftory  to  the  Pruf- 
flans. 

The  king  could  not  profit  fo  much  as  he 
would  have  wifhed  by  this  fuccefs,  becaufe  he 
had  properly  only  beaten  the  right  wing  of  the 
Imperialifts.  They  ftill  occupied  the  village 
of  Sulowitz  ;  and,  as  their  left  was  pofted  be¬ 
hind  the  ditch  before  mentioned,  they  were  fafe 
from  the  Pruflian  cavalry.  Braun  in  the  in¬ 
terim  made  a  fine  motion  with  his  troops.  He 
advanced  fome  brigades  of  his  left  that  had  not 
been  in  adion,  with  whom  he  covered  his  dif- 
banded  troops,  flying  from  Lowofitz  in  great 
diforder.  He  withdrew  by  night,  and  occupied 
Leutmeritz  by  a  detachment  that  broke  down 
the  bridge  of  the  Elbe  which  was  in  his  van. 
The  marfhal  with  his  main  army  recovered  his 
camp  of  Budin,  and  deftroyed  all  the  bridges 
of  the  Eger  to  impede  the  paflage  of  the  Pruf- 
fians. 

The  king  loft  in  dead  and  wounded  twelve 
hundred  men  :  two  field  generals,  Quadt  and 
Luderitz,  fell  on  this  day.  Only  feven  hundred 
prifoners  were  taken ;  among  whom  was  a  prince 
G  z  Lobkowitz, 
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Lobkowitz,  an  Imperial  general.  Could  the 
cavalry  have  been  employed,  toward  the  clofe 
of  the  adion,  the  number  might  have  been 
much  greater. 

On  the  morrow,  the  prince  of  Bcvern  was 
detached  with  eight  thoufand  men  to  Schirko- 
witz,  a  village  on  the  right  of  the  king,  half 
way  to  Budin.  He  fent  parties  from  his  camp 
along  the  Elbe,  to  reconnoitre  the  paffages,  and 
{till  more  to  incite  the  attention  and  the  fears  of 
marlhal  Braun,  in  order  to  keep  him  inaftive 
by  appearances,  and  prevent  any  attempt  to  fuc- 
cour  the  king  of  Poland  and  the  Saxons.  To 
this  the  Bohemian  army  was  confined.  Too 
feeble  to  attack,  it  was  fatisfied  with  obferving 
the  enemy.  The  king  in  reality  could  not  aft 
offenfively.  To  effeftually  incite  the  appre- 
henfions  of  marflral  Braun,  the  Eger  muft  be 
palled  ;  in  which  cafe  the  Imperial  detachment 
at  Leutmeritz,  being  in  the  rear  of  the  Pruffians, 
might  have  carried  their  magazine  of  Auffig  ; 
and  to  pafs  the  Eger  would  have  been  to  depart 
too  far  from  the  line  of  defence.  The  army  too 
would  have  been  rendered  incapable  of  fending 
any  prompt  fuccour  into  Saxony.  Should  it  be  de¬ 
termined  to  attack  Leutmeritz,  far  from  gaining 
by  the  conquelt,  embarralTment  would  but  have 
been  increafed ;  for  the  army  would  have  been 
z  enfeebled 
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enfeebled  by  putting  a  garrifon  into  the  town  ; 
and,  being  unable  to  garnifli  the  heights  which 
furround  and  overlook  it,  this  garrifon  would 
have  been  expofed  to  be  taken  as  foon  as  at¬ 
tacked. 

All  thefe  reafons  obliged  the  king  to  remain 
contented  with  the  gain  of  a  battle,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  and  not  to  attempt  any 
thing  farther  than  to  prevent  Braun  from  mak¬ 
ing  detachments^  or,  if  he  made  any,  to  be 
able  to  fend  others  equally  ftrong  to  the  fuccour 
of  the  camp  of  Saxony.  The  Imperial  army  in 
Bohemia  was  twice  the  fti'ength  of  the  P ruf¬ 
fian  ;  but  the  troops  of  the  latter  were  fo  ex¬ 
cellent,  fo  well  dilciplined,  and  their  officers 
were  fo  brave,  that  they  were  fuppofed  equal 
if  not  fuperior  to  the  foe.  However  well  found¬ 
ed  any  good  opinion  of  ourfelves  may  be,  fe- 
curity  in  war  is  always  dangerous ;  and  rather 
than  be  negligent  it  is  beft  to  take  fuperfluous 
precaution.  As  numbers  were  in  favour  of 
the  Auftrians,  and  the  king  might  ilill  be 
obliged  to  make  detachments,  he  ordered  fome 
'batteries  to  be  raifed,  and  the  moft  feeble  parts 
of  his  camp  to  be  intrenched,  Thefe  meafures 
were  found  to  be  the  more  fage  when  it  was 
known,  on  the  6th,  that  Braun  had  fecreily  de- 
^^ched  fome  regiments,  to  the  amount  as  fup- 

G  3  pofed 
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pofed  of  fix  thoufand  men  ;  which,  paffing 
through  Raudnitz,  advanced  toward  Bohmifch 
Leippa,  and  from  thence  were  to  continue  their 
route  toward  Saxony.  Though  this  detach¬ 
ment  excited  no  great  apprehenfion,  the  king 
fent  intelligence  to  the  margrave  Charles  and 
prince  Maurice  in  Saxony,  and  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  reinforcements  of  cavalry,  to 
condud  them  to  the  camp  of  Sedelitz,  where 
there  were  only  thirty  fquadroQS,  which  were 
infufficient  to  contain  the  Saxons,  efpecially 
fhould  they  attempt  to  pafs  by  the  lide  of  Ho- 
hendorf  and  Tdplitz.  On  the  13th,  his  ma- 
jefty  departed  from  Lowofitz,  with  fifteen  fqua- 
drons ;  and  on  the  14th,  at  noon,  arrived  at  his 
army,  which  he  found  at  Struppen,  the  quarters 
the  king  of  Poland  had  occupied,  during  the 
whole  time  that  the  Saxons  had  been  block¬ 
aded.' 

The  face  of  affairs  had  entirely  changed,  in 
Saxony,  fince  the  king  had  taken  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  army  in  Bohemia.  The  battle  of 
Lowofitz  had  terrified  the  court.  The  hope  of 
affiftance  from  the  Imperialifts  was  but  feeble. 
The  troops  being  menaced  with  approaching 
famine,  the  Saxon  generals  were  defirous  to 
cut  their  way  through  the  Pruffians  by  their 
own  ftrength.  Their  project  was  to  efcape 

over 
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over  the  Elbe,  acrofs  which  they  attempted  to 
throw  a  bridge  at  Wilftedt.  Here  they  found 
a  PrulTian  redoubt,  which  funk  fome  of  their 
boats,  and  deranged  their  meafures.  Changing 
their  plan,  they  then  tranfported  their  pon> 
toons  to  Halbftadt,  which  they  believed  to  be 
the  propereft  place  for  their  fally  ;  efpecially 
becaufe  of  the  fuccour  which  again  was  pro- 
mifed  them  by  marflial  Braun. 

Every  operation  of  the  armies  was  fo  inti¬ 
mately  conne6led  with  the  nature  of  the  ground 
that  we  are  obliged,  for  the  information  of  the 
reader,  to  give  him  as  exadt  an  idea  of  this  as 
we  are  able.  What  has  been  faid  fufficiently 
indicates  the  ftrength  of  the  poll  of  Pirna ;  but 
if  this  was  difficult  to  be  carried  it  was  equally 
difficult  to  be  abandoned.  The  moft  natural 
and  eafy  way  of  quitting  it  is  through  Leopold- 
flieim.  The  Saxons  defcending  from  the  rocks 
might  take  the  road  to  Bohemia,  through  Her- 
merfdorf  and  Ndllendorf;  not  that  it  can  be 
faid  they  might  have  forced  this  pafs  without 
lofs ;  but  ftill  it  is  probable  they  would  have 
faved  a  part  of  their  troops.  Toplitz  once 
gained,  they  would  meet  with  but  trifling  ob- 
ftacles ;  ''and  their  jundlion  with  the  Auftrians 
by  the  Eger  could  not  be  impeded.  According 
to  all  appearance,  the  Saxon  generals  were  un- 
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acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  Halbftadt,  Bur- 
kerfdorf,  Schandau,  and  Ziegenruck,  and  were 
particularly  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which 
thefe  polls  vm'e  occupied  by  the  Pruffians ; 
otherwife  they  never  would  have  made  fo  ill 
an  attempt.  Lellwitz  was  advantageoufippolled, 
with  eleven  battalions  and  fifteen  fquadrons, 
between  Schandau  and  a  village  named  Wen- 
difche  Fehre.  Marfiial  Braun,  who  had  entered 
Saxony  at  the  head  of  his  detachment,  en,- 
camped  in  his  prefence;  and  the  Aullrians  oc¬ 
cupied  the  villages  of  Mitteldorf  and  Altendorf ;  ' 
but,  finding  Lellwitz  ftronger  than  they  had  fup- 
pofed,  they  were  careful  not  to  attack.  Braun 
could  not  attain  Burkerfdorf,  from  which  he 
was  feparated  by  a  chain  of  impra6licable  rocks. 
He  did  not  find  it  to  his  advantage  to  engage 
Lellwitz;  and  yet,  to  aid  the  Saxons  on  the  fide 
of  Altlladt,  he  would  be  obliged  to  file  off  with 
his  men  two  at  a  time,  in  face  of  the  Pruffians, 
and  under  the  fire  of  their  fmall  arms.  There 

t 

was  therefore  no  mode  which  a  man  of  expe¬ 
rience,  like  marfiial  Braun,  could  take,  without 
rifking  his  reputation.  He  preferred  remain-! 
ing  inaclive  to  thus  ineffedually  leading  his 
troops  to  flaughter. 

Befide  Altlladt,  where  the  Saxons  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  pafs  the  Elbe,  and  on  the  right  fliore 
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of  that  river,  is  a  fmall  plain,  overlooked  by 
the  Lillienftein,  a  fteep  rock  by  which  it  is  in 
part  bounded.  On  each  fide  of  this  rock  were 
five  Pruflian  battalions,  under  the  cornmand  of 
Retzow,  behind  an  abatis,  which  in  the  form  of 
a  half  moon  was  extended  and  fupported  at 
each  fide  by  the  elbowing  of  the  Elbe.  Five 
hundred  paces  in  the  rear  of  this  poll,  fix  batta¬ 
lions  and  five  fquadrons  held  the  defile  of  Bur- 
kerfdorf,  on  the  back  of  which  is  a  chain  of 
rugged  and  fteep  rocks,  named  the  Ziegenruck, 
which,  encompaifing  the  whole  ground,  extends 
at  each  end  to  the  Elbe.  To  force  their  way 
therefore  the  Saxons  had  three  fucceffive  pofts 
to  attack,  each  more  formidable  than  the  other; 
yet  this  was  the  fide  on  which  they  began  to 
eftablifh  their  bridges,  on  the  i  ith  of  Oftober, 
to  effeft  their  efcape. 

The  Pruffians  took  good  care  not  to  difturb 
tfietn.  Their  defeent  from  Tirmfdorf  toward 
the  Elbe  was  not  difficult ;  but,  when  their 
bridges  were  finiftied,  and  they  wifhed  to  mount 
the  rocks  on  the  other  fide  to  gain  the  plain  of 
Altftadt,  they  found  only  a  fiftierman’s  path. 
Half  a  day  was  neceffary  for  the  pafifage  of  two 
battalions.  The  heavy  rains  that  fell  rendered 
the  roads  ftill  more  intolerable.  They  were 
obliged  to  abandon  their  cannon,  which  it  was 
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jmpoffible  to  tranfport  to  the  oppofite  fliore ; 
thus  their  whole  artillery  remained  in  the  in- 
trenchments  they  had  quitted.  The  flownefs 
of,their  paflage  occafioned  the  cavalry,  infan¬ 
try,  baggage,  and  rear-guard  of  this  pell-mell 
multitude,  to  remain  in  the  environs  of  Strup- 
pen.  On  the  13th,  before  day,  prince  Maurice 
of  Anhalt  was  firft  informed  of  the  flight  of  the 
Saxons.  He  ordered  the  men  immediately  to 
arms,  and  divided  the  army  into  feven  columns, 
that  with  difficulty  clambered  the  rocks  of 
Pirna.  The  generals  formed  on  the  fummit  of 
thefe  mountains,  abandoned  as  they  were  by 
their  defenders,  between  the  Sonnenftein  and 
P^ottendorf.  Ziethen  immediately  attacked  the 
rear-guard  of  the  enemy  with  his  huflars,  and 
drove  it  to  Tirmfdorf.  The  free  companies 
and  Pruffian  chaffeurs  took  poll  in  a  wood, 
near  this  rear-guard,  which  they  incommoded 
greatly  by  their  fire.  Prince  Maurice  came  up, 
and  fent  a  regiment  of  Pruffian  infantry  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  height  in  the  rear  of  the  Saxons. 
The  cannon  from  this  hill  fcarcely  made  two 
difcharges  before  the  Saxons,  furprifed  at  re-^ 
ceiving  a  fire  from  a  part  fo  little  expelled, 
fell  in  diforder,  and  fuddenly  took  to  flight. 
The  huflars  fell  upon  and  pillaged  the  baggage. 
I'he  chaffeurs  glided  into  a  wood  near  the  Elbe, 

whence 
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whence  they  fired  on  the  Saxon  rear-guard, 
that  had  juft  palTed  the  bridge.  The  latter  then 
entirely  loft  all  recolledion.  They  cut  the 
cables  of  their  own  bridge  f  which,  carried 
away  by  the  ftreani  as  far  as  Rathen,  was  there 
taken  by  the  Pruflians.  Prince  Maurice  im¬ 
mediately  made  the  troops  encamp  on  the 
heights  of  Struppen  ;  their  left  inclined  toward 
the  Elbe,  and  their  right  extended  behind  a 
deep  ravine,  which  ends  befide  Hennerfdorf. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  when  the  king 
arrived  with  his  dragoons  at  Struppen.  The 
Saxons  waited  a  given  iignal,  according  to 
agreement  with  the  Imperialifts,  to  attack  the 
Pruflians  in  concert.  This  fignal  was  not 
given,  and  all  hope  was  loft.  They  were  then 
but  too  well  convinced,  feeing  the  manner  in 
which  Retzow  was  pofted,  it  was  impoflible 
they  fhould  cut  their  way  by  their  own  efforts. 
The  king  of  Poland,  who  had  taken  refuge  at 
the  Konigftein,  warmly  preflTed  his  generals  to 
attack  Retzow  at  Lillienftein;  and  count  Ru- 
rowlky  in  return  forcibly  reprefented  the  ineffi¬ 
cacy  of  fuch  an  attempt,  which  muft  end  in 
effufion  of  blood  and  butchery,  aiad  from 
which  no  advantage  could  be  drawn. 

Marflial  Braun,  though  not  in  equal  danger, 
was  not  lefs  embarralfed,  In  his  front  was  an 
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army  of  Pruffians  fuperior  to  his  own.  As  all 
communication  was  cut  off  with  the  Konigftein, 
there  being  natural  impediments  which  inter- 
difted  any  attempt  to  relieve  the  Saxons,  who 
he  well  might  fear  would  furrender  without  his 
knowledge,  after  which  the  whole  Pruffian  force 
would  fall  upon  him,  judging  the  fituation  of 
the  Saxon  army  hopelefs,  and  thinking  only  of 
his  own  fafety,  on  the  14th  of  Oflober  he  re¬ 
treated  into  Bohemia.  The  Pruffian  huffars 
purfued.  Warneri  beat  his  rear-guard,  and 
pat  three  hundred  Croat  grenadiers  to  the 
fwerd. 

This  ill  executed  attempt  occafioned  the  mold 
injurious  reproaches  to  pafs  between  the  Saxon 
and  Auftrian  generals.  They  were  mutually 
wrong ;  the  Saxon  general  who  had  formed 
this  projed  pf  efcape  alone  was  culpable.  He 
muff  no  dodbt  have  confulted  defeibive  maps. 
He  had  never  been  in  thofe  parts,  of  the  fitua¬ 
tion  of  which  he  was  fo  ignorant.  For  what 
man  in  his  fenfes  would  choofe  to  retreat 
through  defiles,  between  fteep  rocks,  of  which 
the  enemy  is  the  mailer  ?  The  ground,  wholly 
inimical  to  the  manoeuvres  the  Auftrians  and 
Saxons  intended  to  make,  was  the  true  caufe  of 
the  misfortunes  of  the  latter.  So  neceffary  is  - 
it  to  ftudy  the  fituation  of  places,  by  which  mi- 
3.  litary. 
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litary  adions  are  decided,  and  with  them  the 
welfare  of  ftates. 

The  king  of  Poland,  on  the  heights  of  the 
Konigftein,  was  a  fpedator  of  the  deplorable 
fituation  of  his  troops,  in  want  of  bread,  fur- 
rounded  by  enemies,  and  incapable,  even  by 
the  moft  defperate  refolution,  of  efcaping  at  any 
expence  of  blood,  for  all  refource  was  cut  off. 
That  he  might  not  fee  them  perifh  with  famine, 
he  was  obliged  to  confent  they  fliould  furrender 
prifoners  of  war,  and  lay  down  their  arms. 

Count  Rutowfky  was  employed  to  draw  up 
this  melancholy  capitulation.  The  whole  corps 
was  taken,  and  the  officers  gave  their  parole  of 
honour  not  to  ferve  againft  the  Pruffians,  dur¬ 
ing  the  war.  As  their  word  was  depended  on 
they  were  releafed.  Not  to  humble  a  van- 
quifhed  foe,  the  king  reftored  to  the  king  of 
Poland  the  colours,  ftandards,  and  drums ;  he 
alfo  confented  to  the  neutrality  of  the  fortrefs 
of  Konigftein.  But,  at  the  very  time  he  was 
endeavouring  to  foften  the  afflictions  of  the 
king  of  Poland,  the  latter  concluded  a  fecret 
treaty  with  the  emprefs  queen,  by  which  he 
ceded  to  her,  in  confideration  of  a  certain  fub- 
fidy,  four  regiments  of  dragpons,  and  two  pulks 
of  Ulans,  whom  he  maintained  in  Poland. 
Such  a  procedure  only  ferved  to  juftify  the 

conduct 
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condudt  of  the  Pruffians.  The  king  of  Po¬ 
land,  more  than  ever  difgufted  with  war  after 
the  fcene  that  had  fo  lately  been  afted,  de¬ 
manded  free  palfage  for  his  perfon,  that  he 
might  repair  to  Poland.  This  was  not  only 
granted  him  but  attention  was  carried  fo  far 
as  to  withdraw  the  Prullian  troops,  from  the 
road  on  which  he  was  to  pafs,  that  he  might 
not  behold  objefls  which  only  could  give  him 
pain.  On  the  i8th  he  departed  with  his  two 
fons  and  his  minifter  for  Warfaw. 

The  Saxon  army  that  fo  lately  had  capitu¬ 
lated  amounted  to  feventeen  thoufand  men,  and 
the  artillery  to  more  than  eighty  cannon.  Of 
thefe  troops,  which  the  king  diftributed,  he 
formed  twenty  new  battalions  of  infantry  ;  but 
he  committed  the  error  of  not  incorporating 
them  with  his  fubjedts,  the  officers  excepted, 
who  all  were  Pruffians.  This  was  the  caufe 
that  little  advantage  could  afterward  be  made 
of  thefe  regiments,  and  of  the  ill  fervices  they 
performed. 

After  the  reduflion  of  the  Saxons,  the  king 
returned  to  withdraw  his  army  out  of  Bohemia. 
Marlhal  Keith  quitted  the  camp  of  Lowofitz 
on  the  25  th,  and  retreated  to  Linay  without 
being  followed  by  the  enemy.  The  regiment 
of  Itzenplitz,  that  guarded  the  ford  of  the  Elbe 

at 
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at  the  village  of  Solefel,  was  attacked  the  fame 
night,  and  defended  itfelf  fo  well  that,  not 
fatisfied  with  repulling  the  enemy,  it  took  fome 
prifoners.  From  Linay  the  army  continued 
its  march  through  Nollendorf,  Schdnwalde, 
and  Gifhubel,  and  arrived  on  the  30th  in 
Saxony.  The  king  cantoned  the  men  between 
Pirna  and  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia. 

While  the  army  of  the  king  entered  Saxony, 
marllial  Schwerin  forfook  the  vicinage  of  Ko- 
nigfgrsetz,  and  retired  into  Silelia.  On  his 
march  toward  Skalitz  he  was  followed  by  fome 
thoufands  of  Hungarians,  who  harralTed  his 
rear-guard.  The  marfhal,  not  underftanding 
raillery,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  part  of  his 
cavalry,  fell  upon  them  fuddenly,  and  defeated 
and  purfued  them  to  Smirlitz ;  after  which 
he  tranquilly  continued  his  march,  and  on  the 
Q.d  of  November  arrived  on  the  frontiers  of 
Silelia. 

The  enemy  kept  fo  quiet  that  the  troops 
were  early  permitted  to  go  into  winter  quarters, 
for  which  a  line  was  formed.  Prince  Maurice 
had  the  command  of  the  divifion  fent  to 
Chemnitz  and  Zwickau,  whence  detachments 
were  made  to  guard  the  defiles  of  Bohemia ; 
and  the  pofts  of  Aufche,  Oelfnitz,  and  the 
Balberg,  were  intrenched.  General  Hulfen 
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commanded  the  battalions  of  Frey  berg  and 
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Dipholdifwalde>  and  held  the  polls  of  Sayda, 
Frauenberg,  and  Einfidel.  The  defile  of 
Gifliubel  and  the  pafs  of  Hohlendorf  the  king 
confided  to  general  Zaftrovv ;  beyond  which, 
palling  the  Elbe,  the  line  extended  through 
Drefden  and  Bifchofsvverda  to  Bautzen,  where 
a  body  of  ten  battalions  and  ten  fquadrons  was 
ready  to  fend  fuccour  wherever  i^  Ihould  be 
requilite.  Leflwitz  was  polled  at  Zittau,  with 
fix  battalions.  To  afcertain  his  communica¬ 
tion,  he  had  detachments  at  Hirfchfelde,  Of- 
tritz,  and  Marrienthal.  The  prince  of  Beverri 
commanded  the  pofts  of  Golitz  and  Lauban^ 
with  ten  battalions  and  fifteen  fquadrons.  Gene¬ 
ral  Winterfeld,  and  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg, 
who  marched  with  a  detachment  into  Silefia, 
continued  the  line ;  including  ^rieffenberg, 
Hirfchberg,  Landfliut,  and  Friedland.  General 
Fouquet  covered  the  county  of  Glatz.  Another 
corps  of  the  army  of  marflial  Schwerin  wintered 
befide  Neulladt,  andferved  to  cover  Upper  Si- 
ielia  againllthe  incurlions  the  Imperialifts  might 
have  made  from  Moravia. 

Such  was  the  difpofition  in  which  the  Pniffiah 
troops  paired  the  winter  of  1756  to  1757s 
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^he  Printer  of  1756  to  1757 


HE  invafion  of  Saxony  by  the  Pniffians 


JL  occafioned  very  lively  fenfations  through¬ 
out  Europe.  Several  courts,  unacquainted  with 
his  reafons,  or  wilhing  fo  to  be,  blamed  and 
difapproved  the  condud  of  the  king.  The 
king  of  Poland  exclaimed  againft  the  violence 
committed  by  the  Pniffians;  his  minifters  in 
-foreign  courts  exaggerated  the  calamities  of 
Saxony,  and  empoifoned  and  calumniated  the 
moft  innocent  proceedings  of  the  king.  Afper- 
iions  like  thefe  were  re-echoed  at  Verfailles, 
Peterfburg,  %,nd  throughout  Europe.  The 
king  of  France  was  piqued  that  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  inftead  of  renewing  the  treaty  of  Ver- 
failles,  had  concluded  an  alliance  with  England. 
On  one  part  the  Auftrian  minifters  embittered 
the  minds  of  the  French  to  engage  them  in  a 
German  war ;  and  on  the  other  the  tears  of  the 
Dauphinefs  were  employed  to  excite  the  com- 
paffion  of  Louis  XV.  that  he  might  take  part 
with  the  king  of  Poland.  The  moft  Chriftian 
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king  yielded  to  thefe  ardent  felicitations,  and 
refolved  to  carry  the  war  into  Germany :  he 
only  delayed  this  ftep  that  he  might  obtain 
fome  apparent  and  plaufible  pretext.  This  his 
ambalTador,  the  duke  de  Broglio,  had  orders  to 
furnifh,  by  giving  occafion  to  the  Pruffians  to 
infult  his  public  charaefter.  He  was  the  pro- 
pereft  of  perfons  that  could  have  been  chofen 
to  have  embroiled  the  two  courts.  The  com- 
mifiion  given  him  was  the  caufc  of  his  ftrange 
conduft.  While  the  Saxons  remained  block¬ 
aded  in  their  camp  of  Pirna  he  had  continued 
at  Drefden,  and  made  various  attempts  to  re¬ 
pair  to  Struppen,  where  the  king  of  Poland 
M^as,  though  there  was  a  general  prohibition  to 
the  contrary.  He  attempted  to  force  the  guards 
to  induce  them  to  commit  fome  violence.  He 
vainly  elfayed  to  pafs  the  chain  of  horfe  patroles. 
He  was  oppofed  on  every  occafion  with  fo  much 
firm  politenefs  that  he  could  not  come  to  the 
king  of  Poland,  nor  find  any  trifling  pretext  of 
national  quarrel.  The  court  of  Verfailles  grew 
impatient  at  this,  and  without  further  ceremony 
difmifled  the  Pruflian  ambaflTador,  M.  von  Kny- 
phaufen,  from  Paris,  and  recalled  M.  de  Valori, 
the  French  ambalTador  at  Berlin.  This  open 
interference  obliged  the  king,  on  his  return 
from  Bohemia,  to  fignify  to  the  duke  de  Broglio 

at 
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at  Drefden,  where  the  king  fixed  his  quarters^ 
that,  all  intelligence  having  been  interrupted 
between  the  two  courts  by  the  late  recal,  it  was 
no  more  proper  for  an  ambaffador  of  France 
to  refide  in  the  fame  city  with  his  majefly,  and 
that  he  muft  inceflantly  prepare  to  depart  to 
the  king  of  Poland,  whom  his  embalTy  con’- 
cerned.  The  ambaffador  received  this-decla- 
ration  with  that  air  of  haughty  dignity  which 
the  French  fo  well  know  to  affume,  when  they 
recolleft  the  profperous  period  of  Louis  XIV. 
He  did  not  by  this  delay  his  departure  for 
Warfaw,  The  court  of  Verfailles  determined 
oh  a  rupture,  and,  having  loft  fight  of  that  fixed 
point  in  her  politics,  which  was  to  pufh  the  war 
by  fea  againft  the  Englifh,  abandoned  herfelf 
to  caprice  and  impulfes  given  by  foreign  powers. 
She  declared  fhe  confidered  the  invafion  of 
Saxony  as  a  violation  of  the  peace  of  Weft- 
phalia,  of  which  fhe  was  a  guarantee.  She  ima* 
gined  this  pretext  of  guarantee  fufficient  to  au¬ 
thorize  her  to  take  part  in  the  war,  and  even  to 
induce  the  Swedes  to  do  the  fame.  The  Abbe 
de  Bernis,  who  had  been  the  promoter  of  the 
alliance  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  became  mi- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  inftead  of  M.  Rouille. 

In  fine,  French  impetuofity,  which  always 
carries  the  nation  to  extremes,  the  inconfiftency 

Hz  of 
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of  mlnifters,  the  animofity  with  which  the  'king 
of  France  had  previoufly  been  infpired  againft 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  novelty,  and  falhion,  all  ib 
contributed  to  promote  the  alliance  of  that  court 
with  Auftria  that  this  alliance  was  confidered  as 
a  mafter  ftroke  in  politics.  Imperial  minifters 
only  were  in  vogue,  and  they  fo  adroitly  em¬ 
ployed  their  influence  over  the  councils  of 
Louis  XV.  that,  inftead  of  twenty-four  thoufand 
auxiliaries,  ftipulated  by  France  to  be  fent  fo 
the  emprefs  queen,  they  intrigued  fo  effeftually 
that,  in  the  following  fpring,  a  hundred  thoufand 
French  pafled  the  Rhine. 

The  Swedes  were  prefently  fummoned  to 
fulfil  their  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weftpha- 
lia,  by  the  French  miniftry ;  and  the  Swedilh 
fenat.e  had  long  been  in  the  pay  of  France. 
Though  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  in  exprefs 
and  pofitive  terms,  forbade  any  declaration  of 
war,  without  the  confent  of  the  three  orders 
which  form  the  general  diet  of  the  ftate,  the 
partifans  of  France  violated  thefe  fundamental 
laws  ;  and,  negledling  all  ufual  formalities, 
blindly  adopted  the  raeafures  the  king  of  France 
propofed. 

While  the  court  of  Verfailles  laborioufly  pre¬ 
pared  the  means  of  overwhelming  Germany,  a 
madman  endeavoured  to  accomplifh  a  revolu- 
3  tion 
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don  in  France.  An  obfcure  fanatic,  who  had 
lived  fervanr  at  a  convent  of  Jefuits  in  Flanders, 
undertook  to  aflaffinate  Louis  XV.  This  lu¬ 
natic,  named  Damiens,  repaired  to  Verfailles, 
that  he  might  watch  the  moment  of  putting  his 
abominable  projeft  into  execution.  One  even¬ 
ing,  when  the  king  was  to  depart  for  Choifi,  he 
mingled  with  the  crowd,  approached  the  king 
behind,  and  plunged  his  knife  into  his  fide. 
He  was  immediately  arrefted.  The  wound 
was  found  to  be  flight ;  and  the  culprit  was 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  parliament.  The 
prifons  were  filled  with  perfons  whom  he  had 
accufed  in  his  depofitions,  but  who  being  in¬ 
nocent  recovered  their  liberty;  nor  has  the 
public  hitherto  obtained  any  other  than  vague 
motives,  which  could  induce  the  monfter  to 
commit  an  aft  fo  atrocious. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  fo  aftive  at  Verfailles, 
was  not  lefs  diligent  in  intrigue  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe.  She  depifted  the  invafion  of 
Saxony  by  the  Pruflians,  at  Pcterfburg,  in  the 
blackeft  colours.  It  was  an  infult  to  Ruflla  !  It 
was  to  brave  the  force  of  that  empire  !  It  was  a 
manifeft  contempt  of  the  guarantees  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth  had  granted  the  king  of  Poland  for 
his  eleftorate  !  In  fupport  of  thefe  infinuations 
;he  Auftrians  were  prodigal  of  their  flanders 
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againft  Pruffia,  as  they  alfo  were  of  rnoney^, 
which  was  not  ufelefsly  difperfed.  To  haften 
the  march  of  the  Ruffian  troops,  the  emprefs 
queen  promifed  an  annual  fubfidy,  of  two  mil¬ 
lions  of  crowns,  to  the  emprefs  Elizabeth.  This 
fum,  properly  fpeaking,  was  paid  by  France, 
and  was  the  equivalent  of  the  contingency  fhe 
owed  to  Auftria.  By  this  the  latter  power  en¬ 
gaged  Ruffia  to  declare  war  againft  the  king. 

The  fervants  of  the  emprefs  queen  laboured 
with  no  lefs  zeal  at  Ratifbon  to  involve  the 
ftates  of  the  empire  in  thefe  troubles.  The 
French  fo  far  Intimidated  the  diet,  by  their 
threats,  that  it  blindly  fubfcribed  to  the  will  of 
the  court  of  Vienna.  This  diet  refolved  that 
the  holy  empire  fhould  form  an  army  of  execu¬ 
tion,  which  Ihould  imm.ediately  advance  into 
the  eleftorate  of  Brandenbourg ;  the  command 
of  w'hich  was  beftowed  on  the  prince  of  Hild- 
boorghaufen,  a  marftial  in  the  Auftrian  fervice. 
The  fifcal  of  the  empire  entered  the  lifts,  and 
affirmed  the  kings  of  Pruffia  and  England  me¬ 
rited  being  put  to  the  ban  of  the  empire.  Some 
princes  remonftrated  that,  though  the  ele(ftor  of 
Bavaria  had  formerly  been  put  to  this  ban,  it 
was  not  till  after  his  defeat  at  the  battle  of 
Hdchftsdt ;  and  that,  when  the  Imperial  armies 
prould  have  gained  fimilar  battles,  they  rnight 

then 
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then  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  againft  thefe  kings. 
France  well  conceived  that,  were  this  fentence 
precipitately  made  public,  the  court  of  Vienna 
would  endanger  its  dignity  j  and  it  might  fur¬ 
ther  be  feared  that  the  two  kings  and  their  ad¬ 
herents  fliould  entirely  feparatethemfelves  from 
the  holy  Roman  empire.  This  they  reprefented 
at  Vienna,  and  counfelled  the  emprefs  queen  to 
wait  that  opportunity  which  good  fortune  might 
afford,  and  maturely  to  reflect  on  the  final  mea- 
fures  fhe  ought  to  take.  Though  this  advice 
was  followed,  it  did  not  prevent  the  fifcal  from 
acting  with  rude  and  infupportable  indecency 
againft  kings,  toward  whom  even  enemies  ufu- 
ally  obferve  a  polite  and  refpedful  procedure. 
It  would  have  been  difficult  to  anfwer  the  inju¬ 
rious  and  bitter  memorials  of  that  diet,  had  not 
M.  von  Plotho,  the  king’s  ambaffador  at  Ra- 
tifbon,  had  the  talent  and  the  addrefs  to  fteep 
his  pen  in  fimilar  gall.'  The  ftyle  of  the  Impe¬ 
rial  court  was  not  more  gentle ;  its  memorials 
were  diftinguifhed  from  even  thofe  of  the  fifcal, 
by  infolence  abounding  in  haughtinefs,  and  by 
fomewhat  ftill  more  poignant  mingled  with  fu- 
percilious  arrogance.  Offended  by  proceedings 
like  thefe,  the  king  infinuated  to  the  emprefs 
queen  they  might  remain  enemies  without  foul 
language,  and  that  it  might  fuffice  for  fovereigns 
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tp  end  their  contefls  by  the  fword,  without 
proftituting  their  dignity  by  memorials  in  the 
language  of  Billingfgate  Thefe  reraonftrances, 
long  continued  vain,  and  did  not  acquire  force 
till  fome  battles  had  firft  been  gained. 

While  all  Europe  armed  againft  the  kings  of 
Pruffia  and  Great  Britain,  England  was  in  a 
general  ftate  of  commotion,  which  benumbed 
government,  and  would  have  been  prejudicial 
to  the  nation,  had  not  this  been  redreffed  by  a 
feafonable  change.  The  domeftic  diffenfions 
which  agitated  the  ftate  were  fomented  by  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  who  flattered  himfelf  he 
might  place  his  creatures  in  the  firft  offices  of 
the  kingdom.  He  it  was  who  excited  the 
nation  againft  the  French  ;  he  it  was  who  pro¬ 
moted  war,  hoping  that  the  miniftry  could  no^ 
fuftain  itfelf  in  times  of  trouble.  The  firft  at¬ 
tempts  of  the  Engllfh  v/ere  fo  unfuccefsful  that 
they  loft  Port  Mahon,  and  this  was  a  pretext, 
employed  by  his  party,  to  tax  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle  with  incapacity.  At  the  opening  of 
the  parliament,  the  minds  of  men  were  heated, 
the  animofity  of  parties  redoubled,  and  fo  many 
fprings  were  made  to  axft  by  the  intrigues  of 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  that  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  rather  fatigued  than  yanqui^ed, 
reiigned  his  poft.  The  triumphant  party  be¬ 
llowed 

*  Enjyh  dsi  Halles, 
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^wed  the  feals  on  Mr.  Fox,  the  creature  of 
the  duke  of  Cuniberland. 

The  new  miniftry  could  not  maintain  its 
power  :  Fox  voluntarily  quitted  a  plape  pro¬ 
cured  by  fo  many  arts,  and  the  duke  of  New» 
caftle  was  reftored  to  office.  Thefe  changes 
in  the  fervants  of  the  ftate  would  have  been  of 
httle  confequence,  had  they  not  produced  a 
kind  of  inadlivity  and  lethargy  in  the  tranfaftion 
of  bufinefs.  The  miniftry  and  the  great  were 
more  occupied  concerning  the  interefts  of  fadion 
than  the  meafures  to  be  taken  againft  France. 
Animated  rather  againft  their  competitors  than 
againft  the  national  enemy,  no  plans  were 
formed  for  the  approaching  campaign.  No 
one  troubled  himfelf  concerning  the  war  by 
fea,  hitherto  unfortunate ;  ftill  lefs  concerning 
the  war  that  was  foon  to  rage  in  Germany. 
What  moft  interefted  the  king  at  this  moment 
was  to  induce  the  Englifti  to  take  meafures  for 
the  continental  war ;  and,  as  he  forefaw  what 
would  be  the  general  operations  of  the  French 
army  in  the  empire,  he  fent  the  king  of  England 
a  plan  for  the  common  defence  of  Germany.  It 
chiefly  confifted  of  the  following  points.  The 
king  propofed  Wefel  fliould  be  maintained  as 
a  place  of  arms  for  the  allies,  by  which  they 
would  be  enabled  to  pafs  the  Rhine.  He  re¬ 
quired 
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quired  an  army  to  be  alTembled  in  a  proper 
place,  behind  the  Lippe,  between  Wefel  and 
Lippfladt.  This  polidon  would  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  enabling  troops  to  march  toward 
the  Rhine,  or  toward  the  Wefer,  as  occafion 
fliould  demand.  If  the  French  fhould  march 
into  Hefle,  the  army  of  the  Lippe,  by  advanc¬ 
ing  toward  Frankfort,  would  oblige  them  to 
quit  their  purfuits ;  and  while  the  allied  army 
fhould  be  driven  from  the  Rhine,  by  thefe  ope¬ 
rations,  the  fortrefs  of  Wefel  would  afford  emr 
ployment  to  the  French  till  it  could  march  back 
to  its  relief :  for,  while  this  place  held  out,  it 
was  not  to  be  prefumed  the  French  forces,  on 
the  Lower  Rhine,  would  advance  too  far  into 
W  ellphalia. 

The  king  of  England,  little  accuftomed  to 
fubjefts  of  this  kind,  read  the  plan  without  com¬ 
prehending  its  importance  ;  and,  as  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  maintain  W efel,  he  fufpeded  the  rea- 
foning  of  the  king  of  Ftuffia  ;  but  he  had  entire 
confidence  in  his  Hanoverian  minifters,  who 
inceffantly  remonflrated  that  he  muft  confine 
himfelf  to  the  defence  of  the  Wefer.  This 
judgment  was  falfe  in  every  fenfe ;  for  the 
Wefer  is  in  general  fordable,  and  the  fhore 
oppofite  to  the  elcdorate  of  Hanover  is  the 
higheft ;  fo  that  nature  never  intended,  what¬ 
ever 
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ever.  M.  yon  Munchhaufen  rnight  affirm,  that 
an  able  general  would  put  this  river  to  the  ufe 
he  propofed.  His  advice  peverthelefs  prevailed, 
and  all  that  tould  be  obtained  from  the  king  of 
England  was  that  he  confented  the  Hanoverian 
and  Heffian  troops  fnould  return  into  Germany. 
The  want  of  harmony  between  the  king,  the 
Englilh,  and  the  Hanoverians,  obliged  the 
former  to  take  meafures  different  from  tiiofe  he 
had  imagined  for  the  dutchy  of  Cieves  and  the 
fortrefs  of  Wefel.  Under  the  neceffity  of  aban¬ 
doning  the  latter,  he  gave  orders  that  a  part  of 
its  works  ffiould  be  ruined,  its  numerous  ar-= 
tillery  be  tranfported  by  fea  to  Magdebourg, 
and  that  the  garrifon  Ihould  evacuate  the  town 
and  retire  to  Bielefeld,  there  to  join  the  allied 
army  in  the  fpring,  which  was  to  affemble 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land. 

After  the  proof  th^t  had  been  given  of  the 
influence  which  the  Hanoverian  minifters  had 
over  the  king  of  England,  it  was  evident  that, 
to  apply  to  the  fountain  head  whence  he  derived 
his  refolutions,  it  was  neceflary  they  Ihould  bead- 
dreffed.  Every  thing  was  to  be  feared  for  the  army 
of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  which  waslefs  under 
the  command  of  this  prince  than  under  a  knot 
pf  civilians ;  who,  never  having  feen  a  camp, 

nor 
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nor  read  a  book  on  the  military  art,  imagined 
themfelves  equal  to  Marlborough  and  Eugene, 
The  intereft  of  the  king  was  too  clofely  con-^ 
nedted  with  that  of  the  king  of  England  for  him 
to  remain  a  cool  fpeftator  of  the  falfe  con¬ 
duct  of  which  he  was  going  to  be  guilty  ;  and 
with  the  hope  of  preventing  this  he  fent  general 
Schmettau  to  Hanover.  Schmettau  made  the 
moft  energetic  remonftrances  to  thefe  prefump- 
tuous  and  ignorant  rulers,  to  induce  them  to 
renounce  the  plan  they  had  formed  for  the 
campaign.  He  demonftrated  its  faults,  and 
vainly  predidted  its  confequences :  had  he  fpo- 
ken  Arabic  he  would  have  been  equally  well 
underftood.  The  miniflry,  whofe  minds  were 
exceedingly  confined,  had  not  underftanding 
lufficient  to  follow  a  chain  of  military  reafoning. 
Their  want  of  knowledge  rendered  them  fufpi- 
cious,  and  the  fear  of  being  deceived,  on  a 
lubjedf  concerning  which  they  were  ignorant, 
increafed  their  natural  obftinacy.  Such  were 
'  the  reafons  that  rendered  the  miflion  of  general 
Schmettau  inefficacious. 

The  more  artful  French  had  firmly  perfuaded 
them  it  was  their  intention  only  to  crofs  their 
country ;  and  that  the  plan  of  their  campaign 
was  entirely  diredled  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia; 
that,  in  a  word,  they  intended  to  befiege  Mag- 

debourg^ 
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debourg ;  and,  provided  the  Hanoverians  would 
remain  peaceful  fpeftators  of  the  fcene,  their 
country  (hould  be  fpared  and  their  perfons  re- 
fpeded.  The  minifters  were  the  dupes  of  their 
own  credulity,  and  the  French  punilhed  their 
perfidy  toward  the  king  of  Pruflia,  as  will  be 
feen  in  the  relation  of  the  enfuing  campaign. 

While  thefe  negotiations  agitated  Europe, 
the  king  was  at  Drefden,  where  the  queen  of 
Poland  raifed  him  other  difficulties.  This 
princefs,  while  flie  daily  fent  her  grand' matter, 
count  Queftenberg,  to  compliment  the  king 
with  infinite  aflurances  of  friendfhip,  main¬ 
tained  a  fecret  intelligence  with  the  Auttrian 
generals,  and  informed  them  of  whatever  ftie 
knew.  Thefe  proceedings  ^gave  place  to  the 
precautions  taken  to  difcover  this  correfpon- 
dence.  As  all  packages  and  merchandize  which 
came  from  Bohemia  were  carefully  examined 
at  the  gates,  a  box  of  puddings  was  one  day 
opened,  addrefled  to  madam  Ogilvi,  firft  lady 
to  the  queen,  who  had  eftates  in  the  vici¬ 
nage  of  Leutmeritz.  Thefe  puddings  on  exa¬ 
mination  were  all  ttuffed  with  letters.  The 
difcovery  rendered  the  court  more  circumfpect 
in  its  correfpondence  ;  the  fame  practices  how¬ 
ever  were  continued,  but  with  additional  fineffe. 
The  ill-will  of  the  queen  did  not  ftop  here ; 
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fhe  fent  emiflaries  to  all  the  garrifons  where  the 
king  formed  new-raifed  regiments  of  the  Saxons 
taken  at  the  Lillienftien,  to  excite  them  to  fedi- 
tion,  revolt,  and  defertion.  Many  of  them  were 
feduced,  and  this  was  the  caufe  that,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign,  entire  corps 
mutinied  and  palTed  over  to  the  enemy.  The 
intention  of  the  king  of  Poland  and  his  allies 
was  to  reincorporate  thefe  corps  in  Hungary, 
and  put  them  on  the  fame  footing  they  were 
before  they  had  been  taken  by  the  Pruffians. 
Soldiers  were  affembled,  but,  wanting  officers, 
they  had  recourfe  to  a  means  fuch  as  hiftory 
furnilhes  no  example  of,  on  the  part  of  fecular 
princes.  The  Saxon  officers  were  releafed  from 
their  parole  given  to  the  Pruffians ;  and  many 
of  them  were  mean  enough  to  obey  the  man¬ 
date.  In  the  ages  of  ignorance,  popes  may  be 
found  who  abfolved  nations  from  oaths  of  fide¬ 
lity  fworn  to  their  fovereigns.  Thus  cardinal 
Julian  Cefarini  obliged  Ladiilas,  king  of  Hun¬ 
gary,  to  violate  the  peace  he  folemnly  contraded 
with  Soliman.  The  crime  which  authorizes 
perjury  had  only  been  the  crime  of  ambitious 
and  implacable  pontiffs ;  but  never  of  kings, 
among  whom  good  faith  ought  to  be  found, 
though  it  had  been  baniflied  the  reft  of  the 
world.  Should  I  be  thought  to  infift  on  fuch 
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traits,  it  is  but  to  charafterize  the  fpirit  of  ani' 
molity  and  obftinate  revenge  v;hich  were  pre¬ 
dominant  in  this  war,  and  diftinguifhed  it  from 
all  others.  France  and  Auftria  did  not  obtain 
all  the  aid  from  thefe  Saxon  regiments  which 
they  expedted ;  they  did  but  increafe  their  ex- 
pences. 

Amid  this  general  effervefcence,  the  enemy’s 
troops  were  not  more  tranquil  in  their  quarters 
than  were  negotiators  in  their  intrigues.  Thofe 
corps  which  the  king  had  in  Lufatia  were  mofl 
expofed  to  projefts  of  attack.  This  province 
toward  Zittau  forms  a  kind  of  point,  which 
narrows  as  it  advances  between  the  provinces  of 
Bohemia,  and  it  was  furrounded  by  the  Auftri- 
ans,  with  large  detachments,  fent  to  Friedland, 
Gabel,  and  Rorabourg.  Thefe,  being  com¬ 
manded  by  young  officers  who  ardently  fought 
occafions  to  diftinguifh  themfelves,  were  in  the 
field  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  winter. 
The  prince  of  Lowenftein  was  at  the  head  of 
one;  and  general  Lafcy,  fon  of  the  marlhal 
who  had  ferved  with  diftindtion  in  Ruffia,  led 
the  other.  They  fometimes  attempted  the 
poll  of  Oftritz,  at  others  that  of  Hirfchfeld,  or 
Marienthal ;  and,  though  their  attempts  were 
ineffediual,  men  were  killed  to  no  purpofe. 
Major  Blumenthal,  of  the  regiment  of  Henry, 
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lofl;  his  life  on  one  of  thefe  occafions,  as  did 
many  foldiers  from  whom  the  ftate  might  havi 
expeded  better  fervices.  The  corps  of  Left- 
witz  at  Zittau,  and  that  of  the  prince  of  Bevern 
at  Gorlitz,  were  fatigued  ry  perpetual  alarms j 
being  obliged  to  fend  aid,  fometimes  on  this 
fide,  at  others  on  tliat ;  the  reftlefs  adivity  of 
the  Auftrians  kept  them  continually  on  foot 
and  in  adion.  As  the  enemy  increafed  in 
ftrength,  by  the  troops  that  came  to  join  then! 
from  Flanders,  the  conteft  muft  at  length  have 
become  unequal  ;  and,  as  reinforcements  were 
neceffary  for  the  Pruffians  to  maintain  themfelves 
in  Lufatia,  the  king  fent  a  referve  thither,  which 
had  occupied  that  part  of  Pomerania  that  is 
neareft  to  the  province  of  Pruffia.  Tile  -firft 
deftination  of  thefe  troops  had  been  to  join 
marftial  Lehwald,  the  better  to  enable  him  to 
refill  the  Ruffian  army  ;  but  the  more  immediate 
neceffity  muft  be  attended  to,  and  the  more 
diftant  negleded.  It  was  to  be  remembered 
that,  by  dividing  the  army  into  three  corps 
that  were  relatively  too  equal,  neither  of  them 
could  ftrike  any  vigorous  and  decifive  blow; 
whereas  by  aflembling  a  large  army  in  Saxony, 
fome  confiderable  advantages  over  the  Imperi- 
alifts  might  be  hoped,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  campaign,  which  might  confound  their 
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allies,  and  induce  fome  among  them  to  defift 
from  intended  war,  and  conquefts  which  ambi¬ 
tion  projeded. 

The  Pruffian  regiments  that  came  from  Po¬ 
merania  arrived  at  Gdrlitz,  toward  the  middle 
of  March,  and  were  employed  to  ftrengthen  the 
polls  in  which  there  were  not  fufficient  troops ; 
•and  after  their  arrival  in  Lufatia  the  enemy 
remained  quiet. 

About  this  time  the  king  made  a  journey  into 
'Silelia,  to  concert  with  marlhai  Schwerin.  They 
met  at  Haynau.  The  plan  of  the  approaching 
campaign  was  there  laid  down,  and  the  bell 
polTible  meafures  taken  to  conceal  it,  even  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  army  ;  after  which  the 
king  returned  into  Saxony,  where,  as  well  as  in 
Silelia,  every  preparation  was  made  to  execute 
this  plan,  as  foon  as  the  arrangements  relative 
to  fublillence  and  the  coming  fpring  Ihould 
permit. 


I 
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CHAP.  VI 


Campaign  of  1757 


HE  Pruffian  troops  entered  into  canton- 


JL  ments  toward  the  end  of  March.  They 
were  divided  into  four  different  corps.  Prince 
Maurice  commanded  in  the  vicinity  of  Zwickau. 
The  king,  with  the  main  army,  kept  between 
Drefden,  Pirna,  Gifliubel,  and  Dippoldifwalde. 
The  prince  of  Bevern  had  affembled  the  corps 
that  had  wintered  in  Lufatia,  near  Zittau;  and 
marfhal  Schwerin  advanced  with  his  army,  on 
the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  between  Glatz,  Fried- 
land,  and  Landfhut.  The  plan  of  the  campaign 
was  to  penetrate  at  once  with  thefe  four  corps 
into  Bohemia,  and  by  different  diredlions  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  Prague,  which  was  the  place  of  rencontre. 
This  grand  manmuvre  would  certainly  throw 
the  different  corps  of  the  enemy,  difperfed  in 
their  quarters,  into  commotion  and  aflonifh- 
ment.  There  were  hopes  that  fome  might  be 
furprifed,  and  that  others  might  be  brought  to 
action,  and  cut  off  in  detail,  which  might  give 
a  fuperiority  and  afcendancy  to  the  Pruffians 
during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  and 
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bring  on  a  decifive  aftion,  the  fuccefs  of  which 
might  fix  the  fortune  of  the  war.  To  conceal 
this  projed  was  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and 
it  could  only  be  effeded  by  depriving  the  enemy 
even  of  fufpicion,  as  well  as  the  court  of 
Saxony,  by  which  the  P ruffians  were  betrayed. 
Neither  muft  the  S,rnly  be  informed.  Nothing 
muft  be  left  to  the  tongue  of  imprudence.  That 
every  body  might  be  deceived,  the  city  of 
Drefden  was  fortified  and  palifadoed,  to  put  it 
in  a  fituation  of  defence.  The  king  meantime 
chofe  a  certain  number  of  advantageous  camps 
round  Drefden,  as  if  he  prepared  for  defenfive 
war.  Thefe  camps  were  marked  out  at  Cotta, 
Maxen,  PolTendorf,  the  Windberg,  and  Moren. 
The  Saxon  chaffeurs  employed  for  this  purpofe 
informed  the  court  with  all  hafte ;  and  the  queen 
of  Poland  was  equally  hafty  to  inform  the  Au- 
ftrian  generals.  Nor  were  thefe  falfe  appear* 
ances  all ;  but,  the  better  to  lull  the  enemy, 
feeble  incurfions  were  made  into  Bohemia,  as 
if  meant  to  avenge  the  alarms  of  the  enemy 
during  winter,  in  Lufatia,  to  the  difturbance  of 
the  Pruffians.  With  this  intent  prince  Mau¬ 
rice  took  a  circuit  toward  Eger.  Marlhal 
Keith  came  up  with  an  Auftrian  detachment 
unexpe6ledly  at  Schlukenau.  The  prince  of 
Bevern  furprifed  four  hundred  foqr  and  pan- 
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dours  at  Bdhmifch  Friedland,  who  furrendered 
themfelves  prifoners.  Thefe  trifling  attacks  kept 
the  Imperialifts  in  fecurity,  who  were  perfuaded 
the  king  would  content  himfelf  with  giving  them 
petty  alarms,  and  did  not  fufpe£t  him  of  more 
grand  defigns. 

The  different  corps  of  the  Praflian  army 
were  in  motion,  fome  on  the  20th,  others  on  the 
29th  of  April.  Prince  Maurice  entered  Bo¬ 
hemia,  by  the  Balberg,  whence  he  advanced  to 
Commotau.  The  king  encamped  at  Nollen- 
dorf,  and  fent  his  van-guard  to  Karwitz,  where 
Zaftrow  was  detached  with  his  brigade  to  oc¬ 
cupy  Auflig,  and  drive  the  Auflrians  from  the 
caftle  of  Tetfchen.  On  the  morrow  the  army 
marched  to  Linay,  where  prince  Maurice  joined 
it  from  Brix.  The  quarters  of  the  Anftrians 
all  fell  back  beyond  the  Eger,  at  the  approach 
of  the  Pruflians.  The  caftle  of  Tetfchen  fur- 
rendered  on  the  27th;  general  Zaftrow  there 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  killed.  The  army 
afterward  paflTed  the  Pafcopol,  and  traverfing 
the  plains  of  Lowofitz  (24th)  encamped  at 
Trebnitz.  The  Hafenberg  was  occupied,  and 
the  right  was  fupported  at  the  Pafcopol.  TlriS 
poGtion  was  facing  that  which  marfhal  Braun 
had  lately  taken  at  Budin.  It  was  known  that 
the  marfliai  expected  a  diviGon  of  his  troops, 
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that  had  wintered  in  the  circles  of  Saaz  and 
■iEger,  on  the  morrow ;  and  it  was  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  attempt  to  prevent  this  jundion,  and 
combat  this  corps,  before  it  was  near  enough  to 
receive  aid  from  the  camp  at  Budin.  To  this 
effed;  it  was  refolved  that  the  army  0iould  pafs 
the  Eger,  a,t  night,  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the 
camp  ofmarlhal  Braun;  and,  if  no  opportunity 
of  beating  this  divifion,  \yhich  was  on  the  march,, 
(hould  prefent  itfelf.  Hill  the  manoeuvre  muft 
turn  the  marlhal,  and  oblige  him  to  abandon 
his  poiition.  Bridges  were  in  confequence 
eftablilhed  at  Kofchtitz  ;  which  were  not 
finifhed  before  the  morning  of  the  morrow., 
•when  the  troops  palled  the  Eger.  The  hulTars, 
fent  immediately  on  difcovery,  met  rhe  divi- 
lion  that  was  to  join  the  marlhal  n.ear  Penitz. 
Informed  of  the  palTage  of  the  P  ruffians,  that  di- 
vilion  retired  to  Welwarn,  without  any  poffibi- 
lity  of  being  attacked,  becaufe  fcarcely  half  of 
the  army  had  palTed  the  river.  Marlhal  Braun 
foon  perceived  his  poft  was  turned,  and  that  he 
eould  not  join  his  divilion,  but  by  retiring  him- 
|felf  to  Welwarn  ;  confequently  he  immediately 
began  his  march  :  the  Pruffian  hulTars  haralTed 
his  rear-guard  and  took  fome  prifonera. 

The  army  of  the  king  (28th)  encamped  at 
Pudin,  and  employed  the  morrpw  in  repairing 
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the  bridges  of  the  Eger,  to  afcertain  a  commu¬ 
nication  with  Saxony.  The  important  maga¬ 
zines  which  the  enemy  had  at  Martinowe, 
Budin,  and  Karwatitz,  were  taken  by  the  Pruf- 
lians,  which  greatly  facilitated  the  fubliftence  of 
the  troops.  From  Budin  the  army  advanced 
to  Welwarn,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned, 
and  the  van-guard,  compofed  of  forty  fquadrons, 
and  all  the  grenadiers,  were  fent  forward  as  far 
as  Tuchomirfitz  (30th),  where  the  king  himfelf 
was,  and  faw  the  army  of  marlhal  Braun  ftill 
on  its  march.  Behind  the  columns  that  were 
filing  off  followed  the  rear-guard  ;  the  apparent 
ill  countenance  of  which  gave  birth  to  the  de¬ 
fire  of  attack.  Ziethen  fell  on  it  and  took  three 
hundred  prifoners.  The  enemy  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  had  taken  poll  on  the  Weiffe-Berg  ;  this 
they  abandoned  on  the  2d  of  May.  It  was 
feized  by  the  van-guard  of  the  Pruffians,  who 
faw  the  enemy  pafs  the  city  of  Prague  and  en¬ 
camp  beyond  the  Muldau.  On  the  fame  fide, 
the  army  of  the  king  occupied  all  the  environs 
of  the  city,  and  formed  a  kind  of  circumvalla- 
tion.  His  right  was  fupported  by  the  Upper 
Muldau,  whence  the  camp  proceeded,  in¬ 
cluding  St.  Roc  and  the  convent  of  Vidory, 
and  fupported  itfelf  at  Podbaba,  at  the  Lower 
Muldau  a 

During 
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During  the  march  of  the  army  of  the  king, 
the  prince  of  Severn  had  proceeded  with  vi¬ 
gour.  On  the  2oth  of  April  he  entered  Bohe¬ 
mia,  advancing  through  Krottau  and  Kratzen 
to  Machendorf.  On  the  march  his  cavalry 
beat  an  Auftrian  detachment,  which  advanced 
to  reconnoitre ;  the  enemy  had  taken  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  pofition  at  Reichenberg.  Count 
Kdnigfeck  commanded  this  corps,  the  flrength 
of  which  was  eftimatcd  at  twenty- eight  thoufand. 
On  the  2 1  ft  of  April,  the  prince  of  Severn 
marched  to  the  attack,  in  two  columns,  taking 
th?  road  from  Habendorf  toward  the  army  of 
the  enemy.  To  arrive  there  the  caufe-way 
muft  be  pafled.  This  defile,  which  the 
enemy  could  not  defend  with  fmall  arms,  de¬ 
layed  the  Pruflians  but  little.  Beyond  was 
the  corps  of  Kdnigfeck,  which  he  had  formed 
in  a  circle,  with  the  Auftrian  cavalry  in  the 
centre,  arranged  in  three  lines,  on  a  fmall 
plain,  included  between  the  two  wings  of  in¬ 
fantry  which  advanced,  with  the  rear  fupported 
by  thick  forefts,  having  in  fome  places  abatis  in 
front,  and  redoubts,  with  artillery,  for  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  the  cavalry. 

The  right  of  the  prince  attacked  the  left 
of  the  enemy.  Fifteen  fquadrons  meantime 
charged  the  Imperial  cavalry  in  the  plain,  and 
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put  it  to  the  rout.  The  prince  of  Wurtem- 
berg  here  enafted  wonders.  Leftwitz  attacked 
the  right  of  the  enemy,  a,nd  the  redoubts  that 
covered  Reichenberg  :  and,  though  it  croifed 
various  defiles  before  it  arrived,  ftill  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Darmftadt,  commanded  by  colonel  von 
Hertzberg,  forced  thefe  redoubts,  and  obliged 
the  enemy  to  take  to  flight,  who  was  purfued 
from  height  to  height,  as  far  as  Kochlitz  and 
Dorffel.  The  difficulty  of  this  hilly  country, 
and  the  impoffibility  that  troops  defirous  of 
maintaining  their  order  Ihould  come  up  with  a 
fcattered  enemy,  prevented  the  prince  of  Be- 
vern  from  entirely  ruining  this  corps.  The 
Auftrians  loft  about  eighteen  hundred  men, 
eight  hundred  of  whom  were  taken  by  the 
prince  of  Beverp.  The  Pruffian  lofs  did  not 
exceed  three  hundred,  for  the  refiftance  of  the 
foe  was  not  obftinate.  The  prince  followed 
count  Kbnigfeck  to  Libenau,  where  an  irn- 
pradicable  defile,  behind  which  this  general 
formed,  impeded  any  new  aflault. 

The  Pruffians  would  have  been  unable  to 
penetrate  farther  into  Bohemia,  on  this  fide, 
had  not  the  march  of  Schwerin  afforded  them 
feafonable  fuccour.  The  army  from  Silefia 
was  the  firft  that  entered  Bohemia,  on  the  iStfi 
of  April,  by  five  different  routes.  One  co¬ 
lumn 
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lumn  diredied  its  courfe  to  Schatzlar,  and  had 
nearly  furprifed  the  princes  of  Saxony,  who 
were  there.  Another,  raking  the  route  of  Gul- 
dene  Els,  met  with  three  hundred  pandours, 
who  defended  a  pafs  on  a  fteep  rock.  Winter- 
feld  found  nieans  of  fending  fonie  troops  to 
climb  thefe  rocks,  who  took  the  pandours 
in  the  rear,  and  put  them  to  the  fward.  The 
other  three  columns,  palTing  through  the  county 
of  Glatz,  met  no  enemy  on  the  road,  and 
all  joined  marfhal  Schwerin  at  Kdnigfliof. 

The  marflaal,  having  received  intelligence  of 
what  had  palTed  between  the  prince  of  Severn 
and  Kdnigfeck,  came  on  the  rear  of  the  latter, 
thinking  to  furprife  him  in  his  camp  of  Li- 
benau.  The  Auftrians  haftily  departed,  in¬ 
tending  to  march  toward  Jung-Buntzlau. 
They  were  again  prevented  by  marlhal  Schwerin, 
who  at  the  fame  time  feized  a  conhderable  ma¬ 
gazine  the  enemy  had  formed  at  Kofmanos. 
At  this  place  the  corps  from  Lufatia  joined  the 
axmy  from  Silefia.  Count  Kdnigfeck  neverthc- 
|efs  advanced  by  long  marches  toward  Prague. 
The  marlhal  followed  him  to  Benatek ;  whence 
he  detached  general  Wartenberg  to  purfue  the 
enemy  more  clofely,  who  defeated  the  Auftrian 
rear-guard  fifteen  hundred  ftrong,  the  greateft 
jiumber  of  whom  were  killed  or  taken  near 

Alt- 
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Alt-Buntzlau ;  but  the  brave  general,  one  of 
the  beft  officers  of  cavalry  in  the  army,  here 
loft  his  life,  and  was  univerfally  regretted. 
Fouquet  then  marched  with  the  van-guard  of 
the  army  to  Buntzlau,  and  halted  there  till  the 
4rh  of  May,  to  re-eftablifh  the  bridges  of  the 
Elbe,  that  had  been  broken  down  by  the  enemy 
to  fecure  their  retreat.  The  fame  day  the  mar- 
ihal  croffed  the  river  with  his  army,  and  en¬ 
camped  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Prague. 

A  part  of  the  troops  that  had  ferved  under 
Piccolomini  the  preceding  year  was  not  yet  af- 
fembled.  Of  thefe  marfhal  Daun  received  the 
command,  after  the  death  of  Piccolomini. 
Hearing  of  thefe  different  iu.curfions  of  the 
Pruffians,  the  marflial  received  orders  to  af- 
femble  his  army  and  march  immediately  for 
Prague.  Braun  expected  him  with  the  more 
impatience  when  he  perceived  he  Ihould  be  in¬ 
continently  attacked  by  the  w'hole  Pruffian  force. 
The  king  was  informed  of  the  march  of  marfhal 
Daun,  but  his  army  could  not  undertake  any 
thing  againft  Braun,  who  was  covered  by  the 
Muldau  and  the  city  of  Prague  ;  yet  fuch  was 
the  fituation  of  affairs  that  the  fate  of  the  two 
armies  muft  neceffarily  be  decided  by  a  battle  ; 
and,  fince  marfhal  Braun  could  only  be  at¬ 
tacked  on  the  oppofite  fliore  of  the  Muldau,  the 
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king  refolved  to  engage  him  before  his  junftion. 
with  Daun. 

To  this  eifeft  a  bridge  was  thrown  over  the 
Muldau,  near  Seitz,  and  the  king  croffed  at 
the  head  of  a  detachment  of  twenty  battalions 
and  forty  fquadrons.  This  was  the  5th  of  May, 
He  had  time  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of  the 
eqemy,  found  the  front  of  the  marlhal  too  dif¬ 
ficult  for  attack,  and  perceived  that,  by  turning 
the  right  of  the  enemy,  the  ground  would  pre- 
fent  an  afpeft  more  advantageous  for  engage¬ 
ment.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  morrow, 
the  two  Pruflian  armies  joined  within  reach  of 
the  enemy’s  artillery ;  and  it  was  determined 
immediately  to  begin  the  attack.  The  left  of 
the  Auftrians  was  fupported  by  the  hill  of 
Zilka,  and  proteded  by  the  fortifications  of 
Prague.  Its  front  was  covered  by  a  ravin 
more  than  a  hundred  feet  deep.  Its  right  ter¬ 
minated  on  a  height,  at  the  foot  of  which  (lands 
the  village  of  Sterboholi.  To  render  the  me¬ 
ditated  battle  more  equal,  marflial  Braun  mull 
be  conftrained  to  abandon  a  part  of  thefe  hills, 
and  defcend  into  the  plain.  The  king,  that  he 
might  effed  this,  changed  his  order  of  battle. 
The  army  had  filed  off  in  broken  columns  ; 
it  was  placed  in  two  lines,  and  marched  to  the 
left,  taking  the  road  to  Poftchernitz .  As  foon 
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asmarfhal  Braun  perceived  this  motion,  with  his 
referve  of  grenadiers,  his  cavalry  of  the  left,  and 
his  fecond  line  of  infantry,  he  kept  pace  with 
the  Pruffians  in  a  parallel  line.  He  adted  exactly 
as  the  king  wiflied.  The  army  of  the  king 
advanced  to  Bichowitz,  through  defiles  and 
marfhes,  which  fomewhat  feparated  the  troops. 
The  Pruflian  cavalry  filed  through  the  village, 
where  it  came  to  a  plain  bounded  by  a  pond, 
which  prefented  the  exaft  diftance  neceflary  to 
form,  between  this  village  and  the  pond,  and 
adjull:  its  flanks  free  from  all  infult.  It  then  vi- 
goroufly  attacked  the  Auflrian  cavalry,  which 
after  three  fucceflive  charges  was  broken  and 
put  entirely  to  the  rout.  Scarcely  were  ten  bat¬ 
talions  of  the  left  formed,  before  the  fecond  line 
could  join  them,  when  they  attacked  the  enemy 
with  more  precipitation  and  courage  than  wif- 
Qora.  They  received  a  prodigious  fire  of  ar? 
tillery,  and  were  repulfed,  but  not  certainly 
with  fliame,  for  the  braveft  officers  and  half  the 
battalions  were  extended  on  the  field.  Marflial 
Schwerin,  who  in  defpite  of  his  great  age  ftill 
preferved  all  the  fire  of  youth,  beholding  with 
indignation  the  Pruffians  repulfed,  and  feizing 
a  pair  of  colours,  headed  his  regiment,  led  it 
to  the  charge,  and  performed  extraordinary 
ads  of  valour  ;  but,  as  there  were  not  yet  fuf- 
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ficient  troops  to  fupport  him,  he  fell,  was  llain, 
and  thus  terminated  a  glorious  life  by  death 
which  acquired  him  additional  glory. 

In  the  interim  the  fecond  line  came  upj 
The  king  farther  fent  for  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwic  and  fome  regiments,  and  the  battle 
was  reftored  with  the  more  facility  becaufe  that 
Trelkow,  with  his  brigade,  who  though  how¬ 
ever  little  was  more  to  the  right,  had  pierced 
the  enemy’s  line.  The  king  caufed  the  regi¬ 
ments  of  Charles  and  young  Brunfwic  to  join 
Trelkow,  and  with  this  corps  purfued  the  Au- 
ftrian  infantry  beyond  their  tents,  which  they 
had  wanted  time  to  ftrike.  From  this  moment 
the  rout  on  the  right  of  the  enemy  became 
general.  Cavalry  was  fent  for  to  profit  by  the 
diforder.  Unfortunately  the  hufTars  and  dra¬ 
goons  had  fallen  upon  the  flying  enemy’s  bag¬ 
gage  ;  and  arrived  too  late  to  attack  the  infan¬ 
try,  who  otherwife  would  have  been  all  taken 
or  put  to  the  fword.  Tlirs  did  not  prevent  the 
king  from  hotly  purfuing  the  foe.  Putkammer 
was  fent  with  huflars  toward  the  SafTawa,  whi¬ 
ther  a  part  of  the  fugitives  had  efcaped,  and 
the  main  army  advanced  toward  the  Wifeherad ; 
fo  that  the  left  and  right  of  the  Auftrians  were 
totally  feparated. 

It  was  not  intended  that  the  right  of  the 
3  Pruflians , 
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t^rufEans  fliould  engage,  becaufe  of  a  dee^ 
ravin  before  noticed,  which  was  in  front,  and 
of  the  difadvantages  of  the  ground ;  but  they 
were  led  on  by  the  imprudence  of  Mannftein, 
whofe  courage  was  fometimes  too  violent. 
This  ardent  bravery,  which  flamed  forth  at  the 
fight  of  the  enemy,  occafioned  him  to  advance 
without  having  received  orders.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  attacked  the  foe.  Prince  Henry  and 
the  prince  of  Bevern,  who  difapproved  his 
condudt,  ftill,  unwilling  to  abandon  him,  were 
obliged  to  fupport  the  attack.  The  Pruffiah  in¬ 
fantry  had  difficult  rocks  to  clinib^  defended  by 
the  whole  left  of  the  Auftrians,  and  a  numerous 
artillery.  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwic,  per¬ 
ceiving  the  battle  begun  on  this  fide,  and  being 
ufelefs  on  the  left,  where  he  had  no  more  foes 
to  face,  took  the  Auftrians  in  flank  and  rearj 
by  which  the  efforts  of  prince  Henry  were  fo 
well  feconded  that  he  feized  on  three  of  the 
batteries  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  purfued  from 
hill  to  hill.  The  vanquiftied,  cut  off  from  the 
Saffawa  by  the  corps  of  the  king  in  their  rear, 
at  the  village  of  Michele,  could  only  find 
fafety  by  throwing  themfelves  into  the  city  of 
Prague.  They  attempted  to  efcape  near  the  Wif* 
cherad,  where  they  were  thrice  repulfed  by  th^ 
cavalry  of  the  king.  They  next  made  an  effay 
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toward  Konigfaal,  and  were  again  driven  back 
by  marfhal  Keith,  whofe  army  occupied  all  the 
heights  at  the  foot  of  which  they  were  to  pafs. 

It  was  indeed  known  that  the  Imperial  fugi¬ 
tives  had  efcaped  to  Prague,  but  not  how  many 
of  them ;  the  king  therefore  was  fatisfied  with 
Invefting  and  blockading  the  city,  as  Well  as 
the  darknefs  and  the  fpecies  of  confufioii  at<^ 
tendant  on  viftories  would  permit. 

This  battle,  which  began  about  nine  in  the 
morning,  continued,  including  the  purfuit,  till 
eight  in  the  evening,  and  was  one  of  the  moil 
murderous  of  the  prefent  century.  The  enemy 
there  loft  twenty-four  thoufand  men,  five  thou- 
fand  of  whom  were  made  prifoners,  with  thirty 
officers,  eleven  ftandards,  and  fixty  cannon  that 
were  taken.  The  lofs  of  the  Pruffians  amount¬ 
ed  to  eighteen  thoufand,  without  enumerating 
marftial  Schwerin,  who  himfelf  was  equal  to 
more  than  ten  thoufand  men.  His  death  wi¬ 
thered  the  laurels  of  victory,  bought  by  blood 
fo  precious.  This  day  beheld  the  pillars  of 
the  Pruffian  infantry  fall :  generals  Fouquet 
and  Winterfeld  were  dangeroufly  wounded. 
Hautcharmoy,  Goltz,  the  prince  of  Holftein, 
Mannftein  *,  Anhalt,  and  a  number  of  valiant 

*  Either  there  were  two  officers  of  the  name  of  Mann- 
fteln,  or  this  is  a  miftake,  as  will  prefently  be  feen.  T. 
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officers  and  old  foldiers,  there  loft  their  lives, 
and  could  not  be  replaced,  during  a  cruel  and 
bloody  war. 

On  the  morrow  the  king  fent  general  Krockow 
to  Prague,  to  fummon  the  city  to  furrender ; 
who  was  highly  aftonifhed  to  find  prince  Charles 
of  Lorraine  there,  and  to  learn  with  certainty 
that  forty  thoufand  Auftrians,  efcaped  from  the 
battle,  were  inclofed  within  the  walls.  This 
news  obliged  the  king  to  take  different  mea- 
fures.  He  feized  on  the  hill  of  Zifka,  where 
the  right  of  the  army  encamped,  and  where  the 
front,  occupying  all  the  vineyards  that  looked 
toward  Prague,  extended  through  Michele, 
and  ended  at  Podoli  and  the  Muldau.  A 
bridge  was  here  conftrufted  to  preferve  a  cer¬ 
tain  communication  on  that  fide  with  marfhal 
Keith,  and  a  fimilar  one  at  Branick,  on  the 
Lower  Muldau.  The  city  of  Prague  cannot 
be  confidered  as  a  fortrefs.  Situated  in  a  bot* 
tom,  it  is  furrounded  by  vineyards  and  rocks, 
which  overlook  it  on  all  lides.  Its  ditches  are 
dry,  its  ftone  works  flight,  the  parapets  in  many 
places  too  thin,  the  curtains  too  long.  All  its 
ramparts  had  been  fo  neglefted  during  the  peace 
that  they  were  in  many  parts  liable  to  infult ; 
but  the  garrifon  was  very  different.  To  attack 
this  in  form  a  more  numerous  army  was  re- 
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tjuifite,  efpecially  after  the  detachments  the 
king  had  been  obliged  to  make,  and  of  which 
we  fliall  prefently  fpeak.  This  induced  him  to 
attempt  nothing  more  than  a  blockade,  that  the 
garrifon  might  be  taken  by  famine.  It  was 
hoped  the  bombs  might  fet  fire  to  the  maga¬ 
zines  :  mortars  and  artillery  were  brought  up, 
and  three  grand  batteries  fixed,  one  on  the  hill 
of  Ziflta,  another  before  Michele,  and  the  third 
by  the  fide  of  marfhal  Keith,  toward  the 
Strohhof.  All  thefe  were  ineffedual ;  the  city 
had  cafemated  baftions,  where  the  magazines 
were  flieltered  from  every  attempt  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  artillery. 

While  thefe  arrangements  were  made  round 
Prague,  marfhal  Daun  and  his  corps  had  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Teutfchbrodt.  The  king  firft  fent 
general  Ziethen  to  oppofe  him,  and  foon  after 
the  prince  of  Severn ;  who  at  the  head  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  inclined  firft  to  Kaurzim,  then  to 
Kuttenberg,  ftill  obliging  Daun  to  recede  till 
he  had  retired  as  far  as  Haber.  But  every  ftcp 
in  retreat  did  but  ftrengthen  him,  and  give  him 
the  means  of  colledling  the  fcattered  fugitives 
from  the  battle  of  Prague ;  who  having  efcaped 
beyond  the  Saffawa  were  enabled  to  join  the 
marfhal. 

K  On 
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On  another  fide  the  king  fent  colonel  Mayef 
into  the  empire  with  his  volunteers,  and  five 
hundred  huflars,  to  terrify  the  German  princes, 
and  retard  the  union  of  the  army  of  the  circles ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  alarm  the  pedants  of 
Ratifbon,  whofe  infulting  eloquence  violated 
every  rule  of  good  breeding.  Mayer  entered 
the  bifhopric  of  Bamberg,  and  thence  proceed^ 
ed  toward  Nuremberg,  caufing  the  arrogant 
deputies,  \Vho  imagined  themfelves  judges  of 
kings,  to  defert  Ratifbon  ;  after  which  he  ven¬ 
tured  into  the  Upper  Palatinate.  The  eledtor 
of  Bavaria,  and  feveral  princes  whom  this  ir¬ 
ruption  infpired  with  fears,  fent  deputies  to  the 
king  to  treat  on  their  perfonal  interefls,  and  the 
whole  empire  would  haVe  abandoned  the  party 
of  the  emprefs  queen,  if  one  of  thofe  revolutions, 
fo  common  to  war,  and  which  are  part  of  the 
fports  of  fortune,  had  not  crolTed  the  profperity 
of  Prufiia.  In  the  continuation  of  this  work, 
we  fhall  perceive  how  many  of  thefe  viciflitudes 
overthrew  the  hopes  of  thePruflians,  and  of  the 
Jmperialifts. 

The  blockade  of  Prague  however  continued  ; 
the  city  was  bombarded,  but  the  Auflrians  made 
frequent  failles.  One  day  they  were  defirous  of 
attacking  the  batteries  of  the  Strohhof,  whither 
prince  Ferdinand  of  Prufiia  haftened,  and  chafed 
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tliem  to  their  covered  way,  with  the  lofs  of 
twelve  hundred  men.  Another  time  they  at¬ 
tempted  a  Tally  toward  Wifcherad,  but,  with 
To  little  precaution  and  forefight  that,  prefenting 
their  flank  to  the  Pruflian  batteries  placed  befide 
Podoli,  the  artillery  made  them  re-enter  Prague 
m  the  utmoft  diforder.  A  third  time  prince 
Charles  of  Lorrain,  with  four  thoufand  men, 
made  a  Tally  on  the  little  fide  of  the  city.  His 
troops  took  an  arrow  defended  by  fifty  foldiers, 
but  they  were  Toon  repulTed  by  Retzow,  and 
purfued  to  the  very  gates. 

During  this  fiege,  the  Pruflians  had  not  only 
enemies  but  the  elements  themfelves  to  combat : 
a  violent  ftorm  and  defcending  rains  fuddenly 
Twelled  the  waters  of  the  Moldau,  the  impetu- 
ofity  of  which  broke  the  bridge  of  Branick,  and 
carried  it  away  toward  the  bridge  of  Prague. 
The  enemy  took  twenty-four  pontoons  ;  twenty 
others  efcaped  them,  and  were  recovered  at 
Podoli. 

The  great  number  of  bombs  thrown  by  the 
Pruflians  into  Prague  had  confiderably  damaged 
certain  quarters  of  the  city,  and  had  even  con- 
lumed  one  of  the  bakeries.  All  the  deferters 
alTerted  provifions  began  to  fail,  and  that,  in- 
dead  of  butcher’s  meat,  the  garrifon  fed  on  horfe 
flefli.  It  was  vexatious  to  perceive  that  neither^ 
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force  nor  ftratagem  prevailed  againft  the  citj’’, 
and  that  all  hope  depended  on  time.  Famine 
and  defpair  only  could  force  prince  Charles  to 
cut  his  way  through  the  befiegers ;  for  they 
were  fo  fortified,  in  their  quarters,  that  he  mull 
have  been  obliged,  after  fome  fruitlefs  efforts,  ' 
to  have  furrendered. 

The  proje6t  of  taking  Prague,  with  the  army 
by  which  it  was  defended,  muff  however  have 
fucceeded,  would  time  h^ve  permitted  to  have 
brought  it  to  maturity  ;  but  marlhal  Daun  was 
to  be  oppofed,  a  battle  was  to  be  fought,  and 
misfortune  was  the  refult. 

We  have  left  the  prince  of  Bevern  encamped 
at  Kuttenberg,  and  marfhal  Daun  at  Haber. 
Here  the  marfhal  was  joined  by  all  the  garrifons 
the  court  could  fend  from  the  hereditary  ftates, 
and  the  troops  of  Hungary,  exclufive  of  the  fu¬ 
gitives  from  the  battle  of  Prague ;  fo  that  his 
army,  only  fourteen  thoufand  ftrong  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  campaign,  then  contained 
fixty  thoufand  men.  The  mcreafe  of  this  army 
deranged  all  the  combined  preceding  projeds  of 
the  king  :  it  wa^s  neceffary  to  reinforce  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  that  he  might  fupport  him- 
felf  againfl  an  army  which  tripled  his  own  force  ; 
yet  was  it  dangerous  to  enfeeble  the  befieging 
army,  which  had  a  vaft  circumference  to  de¬ 
fend. 
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fend,  and  which  might  daily  expefb  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  by  forty  thoufand  men,  inclofed  within 
the  walls.  Means  however  were  found,  by 
oBconomy  of  polls,  fortifying  fome,  and  nar¬ 
rowing  others,  to  make  a  detachment  of  ten 
battalions  and  twenty  fquadrons.  Thefe  troops 
might  depart,  but  not  for  any  length  of  time> 
or  the  blockade  mull  have  fuffered.  In  order 
to  take  Prague,  and  the  army  by  which  it  was 
defended,  marlhal  Daun  mull  indifpenfably 
be  driven  from  thefe  parts ;  becaufe  that  the 
troops  employed  in  the  circumvallation,  though 
well  polled  to  repulfe  fallies,  formed  but  one 
line,  and  could  not  at  once  defend  themfelves 
in  front  and  rear;  and  becaufe  that,  leaving 
the  army  to  be  inclofed  round  Prague,  the 
PruHians  would  have  wanted  fublillence,  the 
cavalry  being  already  obliged  to  go  four  or  five 
miles  from  the  camp,  in  fearch  of  forage. 

Thefe  important  confiderations  determined 
the  king  to  head  the  detachment  that  was  to 
join  the  prince  of  Bevern,  that  he  might  per- 
fonally  judge  of  the  part  it  was  necelTary  to  take. 
On  the  13th  of  June  the  king  left  Prague: 
Trelkow  was  detached  at  the  fame  time  to  clear 
the  banks  of  the  SalTawa,  which  began  to  be 
infefted  by  the  light  troops  of  marfhal  Daun. 
The  king  purfued  his  march  through  Schwartz 
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Koftelitz,  to  Malotitz,  where  he  was  joined  by- 
Trefkow,  who  had  taken  the  route  to  the  right. 
The  intention  of  the  king  was  to  arrive  at  Kolin, 
and  join  the  prince  of  Bevern.  He  found  a  con- 
fiderable  corps  in  his  front,  encamped  at  Zaf- 
muky,  commanded  by  general  Nadafti,  who  had 
taken  this  pofition,  and  in  fome  manner  cut  off 
the  prince  of  Bevern  from  the  Pruffian  army. 
Two  columns  were  difcovered  at  a  diftance,  on 
the  road  of  Kolin,  taking  the  route  to  Kaurzim, 
and  from  the  party  fent  to  reconnoitre  it  was 
learned  that  this  was  the  prince  of  Bevern, 
coming  to  join  the  king.  The  day  declined 
and  night  arrived  before  the  prince,  by  which 
the  king  was  obliged  to  remain  fatisfied  with  en¬ 
camping  the  troops  as  well  as  darknefs  would 
permit.  He  was  aftonilhed  at  the  motion  of 
the  prince,  which  was  unexpedred.  It  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  what  had  paffed  on  the  eve.  He 
iiad  been  attacked,  on  the  13th,  at  Kuttenberg, 
by  ISladafti,  whom  he  had  repulfed ;  while 
marlhal  Daun  made  a  motion  upon  his  flank, 
which  had  obliged  him,  that  it  might  not  be 
turned,  to  quit  his  pofition  of  Kuttenberg,  and 
afliime  that  of  Kolin.  Here  he  received  inform¬ 
ation  that  the  Auftrfans,  encamped  at  Wifoka, 
prepared  to  attack  him  on  the  morrow.  That 
be  might  run  no  riik  he  rather  chofe  to  depart 
7  and 
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and  meet  the  Pruffian  detachment,  which  he 
knew  was  on  its  march  to  reinforce  him,  than 
wait  the  attack. 

On  the  1 6th  the  king  wiihed  to  reconnoitre 
the  roads  of  Wifoka,  that  he  might  judge  of 
the  difpofition  of  the  enemy ;  but  this  could  not 
be  performed,  becaufe  of  the  thick  forefts  and 
the  numerous  pandours  by  which  they  were  in- 
fefted.  The  fame  day  four  thoufand  Croats  at¬ 
tacked  a  convoy,  coming  from  Nymburg  to  the 
army,  efcorted  by  two  hundred  foot,  under  the 
command  of  major  Billerbeck,  of  the  regiment 
of  Henry.  This  brave  officer  defended  him- 
felf  for  three  hours  againft  his  numerous  af- 
failants,  till  the  arrival  of  fuccour,  by  which  he 
was  relieved,  without  having  loft  the  fmalleft 
part  of  his  convoy,  and  with  only  feven  wound¬ 
ed  ;  a  very  inconfiderable  number  when  we 
recolle(ft  the  ftrength  of  the  corps  by  which  he 
was  attacked.  Such  petty  details  are  only  fo 
far  worthy  of  hiftory  as  they  are  exemplary 
of  the  effeds  of  fortitude,  and  good  difpofition, 
in  war. 

The  ground  on  which  the  Pruffians  encamped 
was  not  fufficiently  advantageous,  to  wait  for  the 
enemy  in  fafety.  The  king  wifhed  to  march  to 
Scwoifchitz,  the  vicinage  of  which  was  fuf- 
ceptible  of  defence ;  but  fcarcely  was  this  under- 
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taken  before  the  army  of  marfhal  Daun  made 
its  appearance,  and  formed  near  Scwoifchitz, 
in  a  kind  of  triangle,  with  the  left  toward 
Zafmuky,  the  right  toward  the  Elbe,  and  the 
front  oppofite  Kaurzim  and  Malotitz,  covered 
by  a  marfhy  meadow,  through  which  a  rivulet 
ran.  This  motion  of  the  enemy  (17th)  pro¬ 
duced  a  necelTary  change  in  the  difpofition  of 
the  Pruflians.  The  army  took  another  diredlion, 
inclined  more  to  the  left,  approached  Nymburg, 
and  encamped,  having  Planiany  to  the  left  of 
its  front,  and  its  right  at  Kaurzim,  into  which  a 
battalion  was  thrown  to  fecure  the  flank.  A 
corps  of  Auftrians  was  encountered  near  Pla¬ 
niany,  the  intention  of  which  could  only  be  to 
feize  on  the  provifions  of  the  Pruflians  at 
Nymburg.  This  corps  was  obliged  re¬ 
treat,  and  to  take  poft  on  a  height  behind  Pla¬ 
niany,  where  it  remained  all  night. 

The  fituation  of  the  king  daily  became  more 
critical  and  difficult ;  his  pofition  was  bad,  his 
camp  narrow,  fliut  up  between  mountains ;  his 
front  indeed  was  unapproachable,  becaufe  of 
the  marfh  and  rivulet  which  feparated  the 
armies ;  but  fo  was  not  his  right,  ill  fupported 
at  Kaurzim,  and  which  marlhal  Daun  had  the 
power  to  turn  when  he  pleafed,  by  inclining 
from  Zafmuky  toward  Malotitz.  Had  the 
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enemy  made  this  motion  the  army  muft  have 
been  taken  in  flank,  and  beaten  without  re- 
fource. 

The  objeds  to  accomplifh  were  too  numerous 
and  too  contradictory  to  be  reconciled ;  yet  to 
negled  any  one  would  be  of  confiderable  pre¬ 
judice.  The  magazines  of  Brandeis  and  Nym- 
burg  were  to  be  covered,  from  which  the  army 
'  of  obfervation  derived  bread  ;  and  the  blockade 
of  Prague  proteded,  by  preventing,  with  a 
feeble  corps,  an  army  doubly  fuperior  from 
making  approaches,  or  detaching  troops.  The 
more  the  inferiority  of  the  P ruffians  became 
evident  the  more  had  they  to  dread  fome  con¬ 
fiderable  check  ;  for,  fuppofing  they  could  even 
maintain  the  camp  in  which  they  lay,  the  im- 
poffibility  of  preventing  marfhal  Daun  from 
fending  a  large  detachment,  which  proceeding 
befide  the  Saffawa  ffiould  come  on  the  back  of 
the  Pruffians,  encamped  between  Branick  and 
Michele,  was  not  the  lefs.  Thus  the  befieging 
army,  attacked  in  rear  while  prince  Charles  of 
Lorrain  fhould  make  a  fally,  would  be  be¬ 
tween  two  fires,  and  confequently  entirely 
beaten. 

Should  the  king  retire  to  Kofleletz,  or 
Teutfchbrodt,  he  there  would  find  camps  more 
advantageous,  but  the  inconveniencies  juft  men¬ 
tioned 
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tioned  would  ftill  fubfift  ;  for,  by  approaching 
the  Elbe,  and  covering  the  magazines,  the  road 
toward  Prague  would  be  left  open ;  and,  by 
inclining  toward  the  SalTawa,  to  proted  the 
fiege,  the  magazines  would  be  left  unco¬ 
vered,  and  this  lofs  muft  be  immediate  ;  not 
to  mention  that,  by  giving  ground  in  a  country 
where  there  was  forage,  the  army  mull  retire 
into  one  more  clofe  and  exhaufted,  the  pro- 
viiions  of  which  had  already  been  confumed. 

Conliderations  ftill  more  forcible  prefented 
themfelves.  Marfhal  Daun  commanded  an 
army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  affembled  by  the 
emprefs  queen  at  a  great  expence.  Was  it  to 
be  prefumed  that,  having  fo  many  troops  in 
Bohemia,  the  court  would  with  impunity  fuffer 
that  the  P ruffians  fliould  take  prince  Charles  of 
Lorrain  and  forty  thoufand  men  prifoners  in 
Prague,  and  in  prefence  of  this  army?  It  was 
even  known  that  marflial  Daun  had  orders  to 
rilk  every  thing  for  the  deliverance  of  the  prince. 
It  therefore  was  to  be  determined  whether  the 
enemy  fliould  be  left  to  attack  the  Pruffians  in 
their  poft,  or  by  affault  prevent  aflault.  Add 
to  this  that,  fince  marflial  Daun  had  become  fo 
ftrong,  it  was  impoffible  to  take  Prague  with¬ 
out  a  fecond  viftory ;  and  it  would  have  been 
ftiameful  to  have  raifed  the  fiege  at  the  approach 

of 
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of  the  enemy,  fince  the  word  that  could  happen 
was  to  abandon  the  place,  fhould  the  enemy 
be  vi(florious. 

Independent  of  what  has  hitherto  been  faid, 
there  wa's  a  ftill  more  important  reafon  :  by 
gaining  another  battle  the  king  would  have  an 
entire  fuperiority  over  the  Imperialifts.  The 
princes  of  the  empire,  who  already  began  to 
waver,  would  have  conjured  him  to  grant  them 
a  neutrality ;  the  operations  of  the  French  in 
Germany  would  have  been  deranged,  and  per¬ 
haps  impeded ;  the  Swedes  would  have  be¬ 
come  more  pacific  and  circumfpefl  :  even  die 
court  of  Peterfburg  would  have  taken  time  to 
refledt,  becaufe  the  king  would  have  been 
enabled  to  fend  fuccours  to  his  Pruflian  army 
without  any  riik,  and  to  that  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  likewife.  Such  were  the  weighty 
reafons  that  induced  the  king  to  attack  marflial 
Daun  on  the  morrow. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  i8th  the  march 
began.  Trelkow,  with  the  van-guard,  dif- 
lodged  the  corps  that  had  encamped,  the  even¬ 
ing  before,  on  the  heights  behind  Planiany. 
This  was  necelTary  as  a  preliminary  ftep  in 
order  to  clear  the  road  of  Kolin,  on  which  the 
army  was  to  march  in  two  columns.  It  filed 
off  to  the  left  in  two  lines  in  prefence  of  the 

enemy. 
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enemy.  Marflial  Daun,  difcovering  this  mo*, 
tion,  immediately  changed  his  front,  and 
marching  to  the  right,  proceeded  on  the  top  of 
the  hills  which  inclined  toward  Kolin.  Na- 
dafti  was  placed  before  the  army  of  the  king, 
with  from  four  to  five  thoufand  hulTars,  that 
were  driven  from  ground  to  ground  by  a  corps 
of  cavalry ;  but  this  retarded  the  march  of  the 
columns.  Thefe  light  troops  were  continually 
preffed  upon  till  an  eminence  was  gained, 
which  mull  neceffarily  be  occupied  to  attack 
the  enemy. 

As  the  troops  did  not  arrive  with  that 
promptitude  which  might  have  been  defired, 
the  king  profited  by  the  interim  to  affemble  his 
general  officers,  and  with  them  to  conceit  the 
plan  of  the  battle.  There  was  an  inn  adjoining 
the  road  on  which  the  troops  marched.  Here 
the  order  in  which  marfhal  Daun  had  arranged 
his  forces,  and  the  ground  on  which  it  was  ne- 
ceffiiry  to  adt,  were  diffcindlly  feen.  At  this 
place  the  following  meafures  were  taken.  It 
was  refolved  to  attack  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
becaufe  it  was  ill  fupported,  and  the  ground  was 
the  moft  acceffible.  The  Auftrian  front  extend¬ 
ed  over  rugged  and  fteep  rocks,  at  the  foot  of 
which  were  villages,  in  the  plain,  filled  with 
pandours.  But  the  more  impregnable  they 
4  were 
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were  on  this  fide  the  lefs  were  they  fo  on  the 
right.  The  place  v/here  the  left  of  the  Pruf- 
fians  was  to  attack  was  the  height  which  they 
already  occupied.  From  this  a  lonely  church¬ 
yard  prefented  itfelf,  defended  by  Croats,  which 
muft  be  carried  ;  afterward,  turning  a  little 
to  the  left,  the  army  of  Daun  would  be  taken 
in  flank  and  rear.  This  attack,  to  be  fupported, 
muft  be  fupplied  with  all  the  Pruflian  infantry ; 
for  which  reafon  the  king  propofed  entirely  to 
refufe  his  right  to  the  enemy,  and  feverely  for¬ 
bad  the  officers  who  commanded  it  to  pafs 
beyond  the  high  road  of  Kolin.  This  was  the 
more  reafonable  becaufe  that  part  of  the  Au- 
ftrian  army,  polled  oppofite  his  right,  occu¬ 
pied  ground  that  could  not  be  approached. 
Had  the  pofition  the  king  prefcribed  been 
obferved,  he  would  have  been  enabled,  during 
the  adion,  to  file  off  fuch  battalions  as  might 
be  wanted,  to  fuftain  the  brigades  that  made 
the  firfl:  attack. 

In  addition,  general  Ziethen  had  orders  to 
make  head  againft  Nadafhi,  with  forty  fqua- 
drons,  that  the  Pruflian  army  might  not  be 
molefled  in  its  operations :  the  remainder  of 
the  cavalry  was  placed  in  referve  in  the  rear. 
When  every  thing  was  regulated,  general  Hul- 
fen  departed,  at  the  head  of  feven  battalions 

and 
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and  fourteen  cannon,  to  begin  the  aftlon.  Of 
twenty-four  battalions,  that  remained,  fix  form^ 
ed  the  fccond  line,  and  fifteen  the  firfl; 

Such  was  the  difpofition  which  would  have 
rendered  the  Pruffians  vidorious,  had  it  been 
followed.  We  (hall  relate  what  adually  hap¬ 
pened. 

Ziethen  attacked  the  corps  of  Nadafl;i,  which 
was  generally  routed,  and  purlued  to  Kolin,  fo 
that  it  was  feparated  from  the  Auftrians,  and 
difabled  from  affording  the  leaft  impediment, 
during  the  adion,  to  the  plans  of  the  king. 
At  one  o’clock  Hulfen  attacked  the  church¬ 
yard,  and  the  village  on  the  height,  where  he 
met  with  no  great  refiftance.  He  next  maftered 
two  batteries,  each  of  twelve  pieces.  Every 
thing  was  fuccefsful,  during  this  firfl;  attack ; 
but  here  follow  the  errors  which  occafioned  the 
lofs  of  the  battle.  Prince  Maurice,  who  led 
the  left  of  the  infantry,  inftead  of  fupporting  it 
behind  the  village  that  Hulfen  had  carried, 
formed  it  at  the  diflance  of  a  thoufand  paces 
from  the  height.  This  line  was  in  the  air. 
The  king  perceived  the  fault,  and  brought  it 
near  the  foot  of  the  height,  while  a  warm 

*  Either  there  is  an  error  in.  the  prefs,  or,  the  king  has 
omitted  to  mention  in  what  manner  the  remainder  was 
employed.  T. 
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firing  was  heard  on  the  right.  Obliged  to 
haften,  and  incapable  of  ading  otherwife,  he 
filled  the  fpaces  he  found  in  his  line  by  the 
battalions  of  the  fecond :  he  then  repaired  to 
the  right,  to  learn  the  caufe  of  the  firing  in 
queftion.  He  found  Mannftein  who  had  en¬ 
gaged  fo  unfeafonably  at  the  battle  of  Prague, 
had  again  committed  a  fimilar  error.  He  per¬ 
ceived  fome  pandours,  in  a  village  near  the 
road  maintained  by  the  column.  Thefe  he 
took  a  fancy  to  dillodge,  entered  the  village 
contrary  to  orders,  drove  away  the  enemy, 
purfued,  and  found  hlmfelf  under  the  fire  of  the 
cafe-fliot,  from  the  Auftrian  batteries.  He 
was  attacked  in  turn,  and  the  right  of  the  in¬ 
fantry  marched  to  his  fupport.  At  the  time  the 
king  arrived  the  affair  had  become  fo  ferious 
that  there  were  no  means  of  retreating,  without 
the  lofs  of  the  battle.  The  left  was  prefently 
in  like  manner  engaged,  which  the  commanders 
however  might  have  prevented.  The  adtion 
became  general,  and  it  was  afflidling  for  the 

*  The  king  recounts  the  death  of  Mannftein,  at  the 
battle  ot  Prague.  Perhaps  this  is  a  miftake.  It  appears 
however  that  there  were  feveral  Mannfteins,  for  the  name 
again  recurs  after  the  death  of  the  prefent,  which  foon  fol¬ 
lows.  The  Mannftein  here  mentioned  is  the  general  whofe 
memoirs  the  world  is  in  pofleflion  of,  tranflated  by  the 
immortal  Hume.  T. 

king 
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king  to  remain  a  fpeftator,  without  having 
one  battalion  in  referve,  of  which  he  could 
difpofe.  Marflial  Daun,  like  a  great  general, 
profited  by  the  errors  of  the  Pruffian^.  He 
filed  off  his  referve,  in  the  rear  of  his  front, 
and  attacked  Hulfen,  who  till  then  was  vifto- 
rious.  Hulfen  ftill  maintained  his  ground ; 
and,  could  four  frefli  battalions  have  been  fent 
to  his  aid,  the  vi6tory  would  have  been  gained. 
The  Auftrian  referve  was  repulfed;  the  dra¬ 
goons  of  Normann  fell  upon  the  enemy’s  in¬ 
fantry,  difperfed  it,  and  took  five  pair  of  co¬ 
lours.  They  next  attacked  the  Saxon  carabi¬ 
neers,  whom  they  drove  to  Kolin.  Meantime, 
the  P ruffian  infantry,  of  the  center  and  the 
right,  had  gained  fome  ground,  without  how-» 
ever  any  confiderable  advantage.  Thefe  bat¬ 
talions,  having  all  fuffered  by  the  cannon  and 
fire  of  fmall  arms,  being  half  cut  off,  left  in* 
tervals  of  thrice  the  fpace  they  ought  to  have 
done ;  and,  as  there  were  neither  fecond  line 
nor  referve,  the  intervals  could  only  be  filled 
by  regiments  of  cuiraffiers,  placed  at  fome 
diftance  in  the  rear  of  thefe  intervals.  The 
Pruffian  regiment  of  cavalry  even  attacked  a 
body  of  the  enemy’s  infantry,  which  it  would 
have  deftroyed,  had  not  a  cafe-fhot  battery 
timely  played  upon  it,  by  which  it  was  repulfed 

in 
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in  confufion,  and  threw  the  regiments  of  Be- 
vern  and  Henry  in  its  rear  into  diforder.  This 
the  enemy  immediately  perceived,  profited  by 
the  moment,  attacked  with  the  cavalry,  and 
confufion  became  univerfal.  The  king  wilhed 
to  charge  with  the  cuirafliers  that  were  at  hand, 
and  who  might  in  part  have  repaired  the  evil ; 
but  he  found  it  impoffible  to  put  them  in  mo¬ 
tion.  He  had  recourfe  to  two  fquadrons  of 
Truchfes’  regiment,  took  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
in  flank,  and  fent  it  back  to  the  foot  of  its  hills. 
Of  the  line  of  infantry,  there  remained  only 
the  firft  battalion  of  guards  which  dill  kept 
its  ground  on  the  right ;  it  had  repulfed  four* 
battalions  of  infantry  and  two  regiments  of 
cavalry,  by  which  it  had  been  attempted  to  be 
furrounded :  but  a  Angle  battalion,  however 
brave,  cannot  gain  a  battle. 

Hulfen,  with  his  infantry  and  fome  cavalry, 
that  had  been  fent  him,  ftill  maintained  the 
ground  from  which  he  had  driven  the  Au- 
ftrians  at  the  commencement  of  the  adtion. 
Here  he  remained  till  nine  o’clock,  when  he 
and  the  whole  army  were  obliged  to  retire. 
Prince  Maurice  led  the  troops  to  Nymburg, 
v/here  he  palfed  the  Elbe,  without  being  pur- 
fued  by  a  fingle  hulTar  of  the  enemy.  This 

L  aflioit 
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aftion  cofl;  the  king  eight  thoufand  of  his  beft 
infantry.  He  loft  hxteen  cannon,  which  could 
not  be  carried  off,  the  horfes  having  been 
killed.  After  he  had  given  orders  to  his  ge¬ 
nerals,  concerning  the  retreat  of  the  troops,  he 
haftened  with  all  fpeed  to  his  army  at  Prague, 
where  he  could  not  arrive  before  the  evening  of 
the  morrow ;  and  difpofitions  were  made  to 
raife  the  blockade  of  the  city,  which  the  fatal 
day  of  Kolin  would  no  longer  allow  to  be 
continued. 

A  lingular  circumftance  at  the  battle  of  Ko¬ 
lin  was  that  the  Auftrian  infantry  begaa  to 
retire,  and  the  cavalry  prepared  to  follow  their 
example,  when  one  colonel  Ayaffas,  of  his  own 
proper  motion,  attacked  the  Pruffian  infantry, 
with  his  dragoons,  at  the  very  moment  the 
CLiirafliers  of  Pruffia  had  put  them  in  confufion, 
and  when  fuccefs  occalioned  the  firft  orders  to 
be  revoked.  No  doubt  the  embarraflment  of 
the  Auftrians,  after  fo  obftinate  a  battle,  pre¬ 
vented  their  purfuit  of  the  Pruffians.  They 
were  neverthelefs  vibloiious.  Had  marlhal 
Daun  pollefled  more  refolution  and  adlivity, 
his  army  might  certainly  have  arrived  on  the- 
20th  before  Prague,  and  the  confequences  of 
the  battle  of  Kolin  would  have  become  more 
fatal,  to  the  Pruffians,  than  defeat  itfelf. 


Early 
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Early  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  Pruf- 
iians  raifed  the  blockade  of  Prague.  The  corps 
that  had  encamped  toward  Michele  retired, 
beyond  the  Elbe,  through  Alt-Buntzlau,  and 
Brandeis,  to  join  the  army  of  Kolin,  that  en¬ 
camped  at  Nymburgi  The  corps  of  rnarlhal 
Keith  was  to  retire  to  Wei  warn,  to  cover  the 
magazines  of  Leutmeritz,  and  Auffig.  Con¬ 
trarieties  happened.  The  bridges  were  not 
removed  with  fufficient  promptitude ;  delay 
fucceeded,  and  marflial  Keith  could  not  quit 
his  camp  before  eleven  o^clock.  The  Pruflians 
had  left  Michele  by  three  in  the  morning. 
Prince  Charles,  who  had  received  intelligence 
of  the  vKStory  of  Daun,  prepared  to  make  a 
fally  on  the  troops  of  marflial  Keith,  that  were 
about  to  raife  the  piquet  guard.  He  came 
from  the  city  on  the  little  fide,  and  hotly  can¬ 
nonaded  the  two  Pruffian  columns,  as  they 
retired  by  the  convent  of  Vi6tor3%  The  grena¬ 
diers  of  the  rear-guard  calmed  the  impetuofity 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  prince  of  Pruflia  took 
a  pofition  at  Reefln,  where  he  proteded  the 
retreat.  The  Pruflians  only  loft  two  hundred 
men,  killed  and  wounded,  in  this  affair. 
Prince  Charles  took  two  three‘^j)Ounders,  the 
horfes  of  which  were  killed;  which  was  the 
foie  trophy  he  acquired. 
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The  corps  with  which  the  king  had  marched 
to  Brandeis  took,  on  the  morrow,  the  camp 
of  Lifla,  where  it  was  joined  by  the  remaining 
troops  from  Kolin.  It  was  falfely  fuppofed 
that  marihal  Daun  would  adt  againft  the  army 
of  the  king,  and  prince  Charles  againft  that  of 
marihal  Keith.  The  Auftrians  loft  much  time 
in  bringing  up  their  magazines ;  and  the  two 
Auftrian  armies  formed  a  junftion,  at  Brandeis, 
a  w'eek  afterward.  The  prince  of  Pruffia  took 
the  command  of  the  army  of  Lifla,  with  which 
he  marched  to  Jung-Buntzlau,  and  foon  after 
to  Bohmifeh  Leippa.  The  king  took  the  road 
to  Melnick,  with  a  reinforcement,  to  join 
marflial  Keith,  and  paflTed  the  Elbe  at  Leutme- 
ritz. 

In  order  however  not  to  lofe  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  prince  of  Pruffia,  he  left:  prince 
Henry,  with  a  detachment,  at  Trebotfehau,  on 
the  right  fliore  of  the  Elbe.  The  army  of  the 
king  extended  over  the  plain,  between  Leut- 
meritz  and  LxDwolitz. 

Some  battalions  occupied  the  Pafeopol,  and 
the  defile  of  Welmina.  The  palfes  of  Saxony 
were  guarded  by  troops  newly  levied. 

The  town  of  Leutmeritz  (July)  had  ferved 
as  a  depofit,  during  the  fiege  of  Prague ;  and 
was  the  grand  magazine  and  hofpital  of  the 
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,army.  Situated  in  a  bottom,  this  town  cannot 
be  defended,  except  by  camps  that  (hall  occu¬ 
py  the  furrounding  hills.  As  the  troops  ar¬ 
rived,  care  was  taken  to  difencumber  it  of  the 
fick,  ammunition,  and  artillery,  that  were 
guarded  here.  No  adivity,  or  hafte,  with 
thefe  tranfports,  could  complete  them  before 
tlie  20th  of  July.  At  the  commencement  of 
this  month  Nadafti  approached  the  army,  en¬ 
camped  at  Gaftorf,  in  prefence  of  the  corps  of 
prince  Henry,  and  made  every  effort  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  communication  which  the  Pruffians 
held,  between  the  camps  of  Leutmeritz  and 
Leippa.  This  he  did  without  difficulty,  by 
fending  his  pandours  into  the  forefts,  and 
defiles,  which  are  numerous  in  this  part  of 
Bohemia. 

On  the  left  of  the  Elbe,  only  a  fmall  corps 
of  Auflrians  appeared,  commanded  by  general 
Laudon.  This  partifan,  at  the  head  of  two 
thoufand  pandours,  took  poll  at  the  foot  of  the 
Pafcopol,  whence  he  infefted  the  high  roads, 
difturbed  the  detachments,  and  gained  inconli- 
derable  advantages.  That  in  which  he  was  mod; 
fuccefsful  was  fatal  to  Mannftein,  famous  for 
having  begun  the  battle  of  Prague,  and  having 
occafioned  the  lofs  of  viftory  at  Kolin.  This 
general  was  on  his  road  to  Saxony,  that  he 
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might  there  have  his  wounds  cured.  He  wag 
efcorted  by  two  hundred  newly  raifed  men=^ 
Laudon  attacked  him ;  his  efcort  was  thrown 
into  diforder ;  Mannftein  left  his  carriage,  drew 
his  fword,  furioufly  defended  himfelf,  and, 
refufing  to  receive  quarter,  fell  dead  on  the 
fpot. 

War  was  carried  on  with  greater  vigour  in 
the  parts  where  the  prince  of  Pruflia  com- 
manded.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  and  mar- 
fhal  Daun,  after  their  junftion,  quitted  Bran- 
deis,  and  followed  the  prince.  They  encamped 
at  Nimes,  where  they  turned  his  left  flank,  and. 
gained  a  march  on  the  Pruffians  toward  Gabel, 
General  Puttkammer  defended  the  caftle  of 
that  town,  whither  he  had  been  fent,  by  the 
prince  of  Pruflia,  with  four  battalions,  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  convoys  that  arrived  at  his  army  from 
Zittau.  Had  the  prince  marched  immediately 
to  Gabel,  the  Aufbrians  would  have  gained 
nothing  by  their  motion.  But,  not  at  firfl 
perceiving  its  confequences,  he  remained  tran¬ 
quilly  in  his  camp,  and  fulfered  the  enemy  to 
aft  as  he  pleafed.  Marfhal  Daun  fent  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  to  attack 
Puttkammer  at  Gabel,  The  general,  after  a 
vigorous  refiftance,  when  the  trenches  had  been 
three  days  opened,  not  being  fuccoured,  was 
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obliged  to  furrender  prifoner  of  war.  After 
the  lofs  of  this  poft,  the  prince  of  Pruffia  un- 
derftood  its  importance.  The  high  road  from 
this  camp  to  Zittau  was  through  Gabel ;  which 
being  interdided,  the  remaining  road  led 
through  Rumburg,  but  was  fome  miles  longer, 
and  could  only  be  paffed  by  one  column. 
This  the  army  was  obliged  to  take,  and  loft 
its  baggage  and  fome  pontoons,  that  were 
broken^,  in  the  narrow  roads,  between  the 
rocks.  The  prince  arrived  at  Zittau  by  de- 
fcribing  an  arch,  and  marfhal  Daun  by  the 
chord  of  that  arch.  General  Schmettau,  who 
commanded  the  van  of  the  Pruflians,  as  he 
approached  Zittau,  found  the  Auftrians  efta- 
bliflied  on  Eckartfberg,  the  poft  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  in  that  vicinity,  and  one  which  com¬ 
mands  the  town  and  the  environs.  The  army 
of  the  prince  of  Pruffia  occupied  a  height  that 
faced  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  with  the  town  of 
Zittau  before  his  right,  between  the  two  armies, 
and  his  left  extended  toward  the  hill  of  Hen- 
nerfdorf.  The  prince  might  fupport  the  town, 
though  he  could  not  prevent  it  from  being 
infulted  by  the  Imperialifts.  Excited  by  prince 
Charles  of  Saxony,  marfhal  Daun  bombarded 
the  town.  The  ftreets  of  Zittau  are  narrow; 
moft  of  the  roofs  are  boarded  ;  thefe  took  fire, 
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and  the  planks  communicated  the  conflagration 
to  leveral  quarters  of  the  town  at  once ;  the 
houfes  fell  and  paflage  was  ftopt  by  their  ruins. 
The  prince  faw  the  neceflity  of  withdrawing  the 
garrifon.  The  troops  of  the  oppofite  fide  could 
not  regain  the  army,  becaufe  of  the  flames  and 
ruins  in  their  way,  by  which  means  colonel 
Dierke,  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  pioneers,  and 
colonel  Kleift,  with  eighty  men  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  the  margrave  Henry,  were  taken  by  the 
enemy. 

As  the  town  of  Zittau  was  in  itfelf  of  no  con- 
fequence,  this  misfortune  was  only  felt  becaufe 
of  the  confiderable  magazine  which  was  there. 
After  it  was  confumed  by  the  flames,  the  army 
of  the  prince  of  Pruflia  being  obliged  to  derive 
fubfiftence  and  bread  from  Drefden,  thefe  muft: 
have  been  brought  twelve  miles,  before  they 
could  arrive  at  the  camp ;  and,  as  the  difficulties 
of  fuch  tranfportation  were  infurmountable,  the 
prince  was  obliged  to  approach  his  provifions. 
He  decamped  from  Zittau,  without  being  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  enemy,  and  chofe  a  pofition  for 
the  army  in  the  vicinage  of  Bautzen. 

When  the  king  was  informed  of  the  lofs  of 
Gabel,  he  propofedto  evacuate  Leutmeritz,  and 
return  into  Saxony.  The  town  of  Leutmeritz 
was  empty ;  the  ammunition  and  provifions  had 
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arrived  at  Drefden ;  and,  as  there  was  no  time 
to  lofe,  prince  Henry  paffed  the  Elbe.  After 
he  had  joined  the  king,  the  army  encamped  be¬ 
tween  Sulowitz  and  Lowofitz.  (Auguft)  Nadafti, 
who  had  followed  the  rear  of  the  prince,  at¬ 
tacked  the  grand  guards  of  the  catnp  :  warmly- 
received,  and  repulfed  with  lofs,  he  repalTed  the 
^hilbe  with  promptitude.  The  following  days 
the  army  retired  to  Linay ;  and  from  thence  to 
Ndllendorf  and  Pirna.  A  detachment  of  two 
hundred  newly  raifed  men,  who  guarded  the 
Schreckenftein,  was  attacked  and  taken  by 
Laudon.  The  polls  of  Aullig  and  Tetfchen 
were  evacuated  without  lofs.  The  king  left 
prince  Maurice,  at  Gilhubel,  with  fourteen  batr 
talions  and  ten  fquadrons,  to  defend  that  pafs, 
and  marched  with  the  remaining  troops,  de- 
firous  to  join  the  prince  of  Pruflia  at  Bautzen, 
The  prince,  who  had  fallen  ill,  quitted  the  army 
and  l^nguifhed  ever  after.  The  king  advanced, 
with  a  detachment,  from  Bautzen  to  Weiffen- 
berg,  whence  he  diflodged  general  Beck,  who 
retreated  toward  Bernlladt.  The  arrangements 
neceflary  for  the  re-ellablilhment  of  order  in 
fublillence,  and  the  preparation  of  new  chells, 
retarded  the  king  a  fortnight.  PrelTed  by  the 
progrefs  of  the  French  on  his  right,  and  the 
Ruflians  op  his  left,  he  was  obliged  to  make  de, 
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tachments.  This  infpired  him  with  the  project 
of  marching  to  the  Auftrians,  and  ridding  him- 
felf  of  them,  before  he  fliould  be  too  feeble.  On 
the  1 6th,  he  departed  for  Bernftadt,  heading  the 
column  of  the  left,  and  the  prince  of  Brunfwick 
that  of  the  right.  They  thought  to  furround 
Beck,  on  the  hill  near  Sohland,  and  this  partifan 
could  only  efcape  by  lohng  a  part  of  his  men. 
At  Bernftadt,  information  was  received  that  a 
detachment  of  the  enemy  had  aftembled  at 
Oftritz.  Hither  W erner  was  fent,  and  was  on 
the  point  of  taking  Nadafti,  whofe  baggage  and 
the  troops  that  efcorted  him  fell  into  his  hands. 
Among  his  papers  were  found  original  letters, 
from  the  queen  of  Poland,  informing  this  ge¬ 
neral  of  all  Are  knew,  concerning  the  Pruffians, 
and  propofing  projects  of  furprife.  The  king 
fent  the  originals  toFinck,  governor  of  Drefden, 
that  he  might  fhew  them  the  queen,  in  order 
that  (he  might  underftand  her  proceedings  were 
known. 

The  king  detached  (17th')  five  battalions  from 
Bernftadt,  to  take  poft  at  Gdrlitz,  and  marched 
with  the  main  army  immediately  toward  the 
Auftrians.  Marfhal  Daun  was  encamped  at 
the  Eckartfberg.  Fie  had  but  a  motion  to 
make  with  his  troops,  to  prefent  his  front  to  the 
Pruffians.  This  poft  was  not  to  be  attacked.  A 
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hill  on  the  left,  cut  in  the  form  of  a  baftion,  and 
defended  by  fixty  twelve  pounders,  flanked  the 
half  of  his  army.  In  the  van  of  his  front  the 
village  of  Wittgenau  lay,  in  a  bottom,  through 
which  runs  a  rivulet,  between  fteep  rocks.  Three 
roads  prefented  themfelves,  which  led  to  the 
enemy  through  this  village,  the  largefl:  of  which 
was  wide  enough  for  a  carriage.  The  right  of 
the  marflial  was  fupported  by  the  NeiflTe,  be- 
yond  which  river  Nadafti  was  encamped,  with 
the  referve  of  the  army,  on  a  height ;  whence, 
with  thirty  heavy  cannon,  he  could  fweep  the 
\vhole  front  of  the  Imperial  army. 

The  main  armies  were  only  feparated  by  the 
hollow  way  of  Wittgenau,  and  the  day  was 
paired  (i8th)  in  a  reciprocal  cannonade.  On 
the  morrow  a  corps,  under  the  command  of 
Winterfeld,  crofled  the  Neifle  at  Hirfchfeld, 
p  reconnoitre  whether  fome  means  might  not 
be  found  of  engaging  Nadafti,  which  would  have 
induced  Daun  to  fuccour  him,  and  might  have 
brought  on  a  battle.  But  the  difficulty  of  ground 
again  oppofed  this  plan,  and  it  was  renounced. 
Nothing  however  could  be  more  advantageous 
for  the  king,  under  his  prefent  circumftances, 
than  a  decilive  aftion.  He  had  no  time  to  lofe. 
A  body  of  French  was  at  Erfurt.  The  army 
of  the  duke  of  Cumberland  was  cooped  up  at 
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Stade.  The  dutchy  of  Magdebourg,  and  the 
old  March,  were  expofed  to  the  incurfions  of 
the  French,  The  Swedilli  army  had  palTed 
the  Peene,  near  Anclam.  The  troops  of  the 
circles  were  in  motion,  toward  Saxony.  Yet 
did  tlie  impoffibility  of  engaging,  on  ground  fo 
difficult  and  impracticable,  and  the  neceffity  of 
making  immediate  detachments,  oblige  the 
king  to  retire  (20th,)  The  infantry  retreated  in 
a  line,  which  the  enemy  pretended  not  to  per¬ 
ceive.  The  army  marched  to  Bernftadt,  and 
encamped  on  the  heights  of  Jauernick,  as  far  as 
the  Neiffe,  beyond  which  the  corps  of  Winter- 
feld  extended  to  Radomeritz.  A  detachment 
was  fent  to  the  relief  of  the  brigade  of  Goriitz, 
with  which  Grumbkow  was  ordered  to  repair  to 
Silefia,  to  clear  the  frontiers  of  the  enemy’s 
parties,  that  committed  diforders  there,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  watch  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
fortrefs  of  Schweidnitz. 

The  king  gave  the  command  of  the  army  to 
the  prince  of  Bevern  (2 5th)  in  conjundion  with 
general  Winterfeld,  in  whom  he  really  confided. 
They  were  particularly  recommended  carefully 
to  cover  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  after  which  he 
departed,  with  eighteen  battalions  and  thirty 
fquadrons,  to  oppofe  the  French  and  the  troops 
of  the  empire,  That  we  might  not  interrupt  thq 
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incidents  of  the  campaign,  which  were  each 
connected  with  the  other,  we  have  made  no 
mention  of  the  campaign  of  the  allied  army, 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
of  which  it  is  at  prefent  neceffary  to  give  a 
ftiort  recapitulation. 

At  the  beginning  of  April,  the  French  took 
pofleffion  of  the  towns  of  Cleves  and  Wefel, 
without  encountering  oppolition.  The  count 
de  Gifors  feized  on  Cologne,  which  the  French 
defigned  to  make  a  place  of  arms.  Marflial 
d’Etrees,  who  was  to  take  the  command  of  the 
army,  arrived  there  in  the  beginning  of  May, 
and  advanced,  on  the  26th,  with  all  his  forces, 
and  encamped  at  Munfter.  The  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland  colledfed  his  troops  at  Bielefeld,  whence 
he  had  fent  a  detachment  to  Paderborn,  at  the 
approach  of  d’Etrees,  whofe  army  encamped  at 
Rheda.  The  duke  retired  to  Herford,  on 
which  the  French  fent  a  detachment  into  Heffe; 
which,  meeting  with  no  oppofition,  feized  on 
the  whole  landgraviate.  Calfel  itfelf  (the 
capital)  furrendered  after  a  feeble  refftance. 

The  duke  of  Cumberland,  not  intending  to 
maintain  his  ground  till  he  had  paffed  the 
Wefer,  according  to  the  plan  of  the  Hanoverian 
minillry,  who  believed  the  paffage  of  this  river 
more  difficult  than  that  of  the  Rhine,  crolTed 
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(July)  with  his  troops  over  bridges  that  he  had 
prepared  in  the  villages  of  Rhemun  and  Vlotho* 
He  gave  orders,  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  for¬ 
tifications  of  the  towns  of  Munden  and  Hameln 
fliould  be  haflened.  This  was  thinking  tardily. 
The  French  inclined  toward  Corbie.  One  of^ 
their  detachments,  having  pafTed  the  Wefer, 
occafioned  the  duke  to  change  his  pofition,  and 
he  encamped  with  his  right  at  Hameln,  and  his 
left  at  AfFerde.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  in  the 
interim,  threw  bridges  over  the  Wefer,  to  crofs 
at  Munden.  The  duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
expefted  foon  to  be  attacked,  called  in  all  his 
detachments,  and  alTembled  them  at  Haflen- 
beck,  the  pofition  of  which  had  been  defcribed 
to  him  as  admirable.  The  right  of  his  army 
was  there  well  fupported,  and  the  centre  re¬ 
treated  elbowing.  In  his  front  was  a  wood, 
and  in  this  wood  a  confiderable  ravin. 

The  French  army  approached  the  allies,  who 
were  reconnoitred  by  d’Etrees  on  the  25th, 
while  he  was  cannonaded  by  the  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland.  On  the  morrow  the  French  attacked 
his  left,  by  gliding  through  this  ravin  at  the 
bottom  of  the  wood,  and  carried  the  centre 
battery  of  the  allies.  This  the  hereditary  prince 
of  Brunfwick  recovered,  fword  in  hand;  by  which 
firfl  effay  he  fliewed  nature  hack  deftined  him 
7  _  a  hero. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  15^ 

a  hero.  Meantime  a  Hanoverian  colonel, 
Breitenbach,  took  upon  himfelf  to  colledt  the 
firft  battalions  he  met,  entered  the  wood,  fell 
upon  the  French  in  the  rear,  expelled  them, 
and  feized  their  cannon  and  colours.  Every¬ 
body  fuppofed  the  battle  gained.  D’Etrees, 
who  faw  his  troops  routed,  had  given  orders 
for  retreat.  Thefe  the  duke  of  Orleans  oppofed. 
At  length,  to  the  great  aftonifliment  of  the 
whole  French  army,  they  learned  that  the  duke 
of  Cumberland  was  on  the  full  march,  retreating 
to  Hameln.  The  hereditary  prince  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  abandon  the  battery  he  had  with  fo 
much  glory  recovered ;  and  the  retreat  was 
made  with  fuch  precipitation  that  the  brave 
colonel  Breitenbach  even,  whofe  merits  were 
fo  confpicuous  on  that  day,  was  forgotten.  This 
worthy  officer  remained  fmgly  the  mafter  of  the 
field,  and  departed  by  night  to  join  the  army, 
bringing  his  trophies  to  the  duke,  who  wept  in 
defpair,  to  perceive  he  had  been  fo  hafty  to  quit 
a  field  which  was  no  longer  difputed. 

Not  all  the  remonftrances  of  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick  (Auguftjand  the  generals  of  his  army 
could  diffuade  him  from  continuinp-  to  retreat. 

O 

He  marched  firft  to  Nienburg,  and  afterward 
to  Verden  ;  whence,  through  Rotenburg,  and 
Bremervorde,  he  took  the  road  for  Stade.  By 

this 
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this  falfe  manoeuvre,  he  abandoned  the  wholfc 
country  to  the  difcredon  of  the  French.  Hameln 
was  immediately  occupied  by  the  duke  of  Fit2i- 
james. 

What  was  moll  remarkable,  and  firtgular,  on 
this  occafion,  was  that  marflial  d*Etrees  was  re¬ 
called,  for  having  gained  a  vidory.  The  duke 
de  Richelieu,  on  whom  the  court  bellowed  the 
command  of  the  army,  arrived  on  the  yth  at 
Munden.  He  took  Hanover,  the  duke  d’Ayen 
Brunfwick,  and  M.  le  Voyer  Wolfenbuttle. 
Richelieu  fent  the  prince  de  Soubife,  with  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  twenty-five  thoufand  men,  to  Er¬ 
furt;  where  he  was  to  be  joined  by  the  army  of 
the  circles,  and  a  detachment  of  Aullrians. 
The  duke  himfelf  purfued  the  allies,  paffed  the 
Aller,  and  encamped  at  Verden.  D’Armen- 
tieres  meantime  feized  on  Bremen,  on  the  ift  of 
September.  The  French  army  advanced  to¬ 
ward  Rotenburg,  with  an  intent  to  attack  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  but  did  not  find  him 
there  :  he  had  already  retreated  to  Bremervorde, 
avoiding,  after  the  battle  of  Haftenbeck,  all  en¬ 
gagement  with  the  enemy. 

No  fooner  did  the  king  perceive,  by  the 
mancEuvres  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  that 
he  confined  himfelf  to  the  defence  of  the  Wefer, 
than  he  forefaw  what  would  be  the  refult,  and 

recalled 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR.  l6l 

recalled  the  fix  battalions  he  had  in  that  army,  to 
throw  them  into  Magdebourg ;  which  he  did 
very  feafonably,  as  we  lhall  hereafter  perceive. 

By  what  we  have  faid,  it  will  be  feen  the 
dutchy  of  Magdebourg  was  menaced  with  in- 
vafion,  and  the  city  with  a  fiege,  by  the  French; 
that  Saxony  was  to  become  the  prey  of  the  army 
which  afiTembled  at  Erfurt ;  that  the  garrifons  of 
Drefden  and  Torgau  were  to  be  taken;  and 
finally  that  Berlin,  a  metropolis  without  defence, 
was  on  the  point  of  being  invaded  by  the  Swedes, 
who  had  penetrated  into  the  Uckerane  March, 
and  who  there  found  only  a  handful  of  men  to 
oppofe  their  progrefs.  Under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  the  moft  prefilng  reafons  required  a 
body  of  troops  fiiould  march  againft  fo  many 
enemies.  The  king  accordingly  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  a  few  forces,  that  he  might  not 
enfeeble  his  army  of  Silefia,  which  had  the  moft 
formidable  foe  to  combat. 

The  prince  of  Bevern,  with  whom  remained 
fifty  battalions  (Auguft  31ft)  and  one  hundred 
and  ten  fquadrons,  encamped,  after  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  king,  at  the  Landelkrone,  near 
Gdrlitz.  Winterfeld  placed  his  detachment  be¬ 
yond  the  Neifle,  on  the  Holtzberg,  near  the 
village  of  Moys.  The  prince  tranfported  his 
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magazine  from  Bautzen  to  Gorlitz.  Marflui 
Daun  and  prince  Charles  (September)  en¬ 
camped  oppofite  him,  at  Auffig  ;  and  detached 
Nadafti  to  Schonberg,  to  obferve  Winterfeld. 
Count  Kaunitz  had  lately  arrived  at  the  Auftrian 
army,  perfonally  to  regulate  the  remaining 
operations  of  the  campaign,  with  the  generals. 
Nadafti,  to  pay  his  court  to  the  count,  propofed 
attacking  the  poll  of  Winterfeld,  on  the  Floltz- 
berg.  This  poft  was  only  held  by  two  bat- 
tafions ;  ten  othei’S  of  the  fame  corps  encamped 
three  thoufand  paces  in  the  rear,  near  Gorlitz. 
The  day  on  which  the  attack  was  made  (the  7th) 
general  Winterfeld  was  with  the  prince  of  Be- 
vern,  with  whom  he  had  fome  arrangements  to 
make.  Information  was  brought  him  that  the 
enemy  attacked  his  poft ;  thither  he  haftened, 
but  the  Holtzberg  was  carried  before  his  arrival. 
Defirons  to  diflodge  the  enemy,  he  advanced 
at  the  head  of  four  battalions,  and  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  mortally  wounded.  Nadafti,  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  advantage  he  had  gained,  volun¬ 
tarily  retreated  to  Schonberg.  The  Pruffians 
there  loft  twelve  hundred  men,  and  many  brave 
officers.  General  Winterfeld  died  of  his  wound; 
and  was  the  more  regretted,  under  the  prefent 
circumftances,  becaufe  he  was  the  man  moft  pe- 
ceffiiry  to  the  army  of  the  prince  of  Bevern. 

The 
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The  king  had  depended  wholly  on  him,  in  the 
meifures  he  had  taken,  for  the  defence  of  Silelia. 
The  day  after  this  affair,  the  prince  ftruck  his 
camp,  and  repaired  through  Catholifch  Hen- 
nerfdorf  and  Naumburg  to  Lignitz,  neglecling 
to  take  the  camp  of  Ldwenberg,  or  that  of 
Schmutfeifen,  by  which  he  would  have  covered 
Silefia.  Not  fatisfied  with  abandoning  the 
frontiers,  he  farther  enfeebled  himfelf  by  de¬ 
taching  fifteen  thoufand  men,  whom  he  threw 
into  different  places.  Thefe  were  the  errors  that 
brought  on  all  his  misfortunes,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign. 

Marflial  Daun  followed  the  Pruffians,  and 
marched  by  Ldwenberg  and  Goldberg,  en¬ 
camping  on  the  heights  of  Wahlftadt.  The 
Pruflians  were  in  a  bottom,  with  their  right  at 
Lignitz,  the  Katzbach  in  their  rear,  and  their 
left  at  the  village  of  Beckren.  From  this  fitua- 
tion  they  had  every  thing  to  fear.  An  enter- 
prifing  enemy  would  have  reaped  his  advantage. 
Daun  was  not  fo.  One  afternoon,  animated 
by  wine  and  the  difeourfe  of  the  chevalier  de 
Montazet,  prince  Charles  wiflied  to  gain  fome 
advantage  over  the  enemy,  and  caufed  eight  or 
ten  battalions  of  grenadiers  with  artillery  to 
advance  and  attack  the  village  of  Beckren. 
This  detachment  was  too  feeble  to  oppofe  an 
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army ;  it  was  not  fuflained,  and  was  repulfed  by 
the  troops  that  the  prince  of  Bevern  ordered  to 
advance  from  the  line,  to  fupport  the  village. 
The  Pruffian  regiment  of  infantry  particularly 
diftinguiflied  itfelf,  on  this  occalion.  The  at¬ 
tempt  taught  the  prince  of  Bevern  what  the 
badnefs  of  his  lituation  was,  how  ill  he  had 
chofen  his  camp,  and  to  what  dangers  he  was 
expofed.  Fearing  to  be  attacked  on  the  mor¬ 
row  with  more  confiderable  force,  he  repaffed 
the  Katzbach  by  night ;  and  on  his  march  to 
Parchwitz  encountered  an  Imperial  corps,  that 
difputed  the  paflage  of  the  Katzbach.  He  threw 
bridges  over  the  Oder,  pafled  this  river  and  re¬ 
paired,  October  the  firft,  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
Oder,  to  Breflati.  CrolTing  once  more  over  the 
bridge  of  the  city,  he  took  poft  behind  the 
fmall  rivulet  of  the  Lohe,  and  threw  up  in- 
trenchments.  The  Auftrians  faced  him  at  Liffa. 
The  court  of  Vienna  had  negotiated  for  troops, 
with  the  ele6tor  of  Bavaria  and  the  duke  of 
VVurtemberg,  and  fent  them  at  this  time  into 
Silefia.  Thefe  corps  joined  the  referve,  under 
Nadafti,  in  the  environs  of  Schweidnitz,  to 
which  they  were  to  lay  fiege.  We  will  for  a 
moment  fufpend  the  narrative  of  the  campaign 
of  Silefia  (September)  to  attend  the  king  on  his 
expedition  againfl:  the  French. 
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The  king  firft  went  to  Drefden,  whence  he 
detached  Seidlitz,  with  a  regiment  of  huffars, 
and  another  of  dragoons,  to  Leipfic,  in  order 
to  purfue  M.  de  Turpin,  who  with  his  light 
troops  hovered  about  Halle.  The  French  re¬ 
tired,  at  the  approach  of  the  Pruflians ;  and 
Seidlitz,  becoming  ufelefs  in  that  part,  rejoined 
the  king  between  Grimma  and  Rdtha,  whence 
the  troops  marched  to  Pegau.  Hither  the  ene¬ 
my  had  detached  the  two  Imperial  regiments 
of  huffars,  Ceczeni  and  Eftherhafi.  This  towri 
is  fituated  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Elfter,  over 
which  is  a  ftone  bridge  at  the  gate.  The  gate 
was  garnifhed  by  the  enemy,  as  were  fome  of 
the  neighbouring  houfes,’  to  forbid  entrance. 
Seidlitz  caufed  a  hundred  of  huffars  to  alight, 
who  forced  the  gate;  the  main  body  of  the 
regiment  followed  and  entered  Pegau  full  gal¬ 
lop.  Seculi  and  Kleift,  traverfing  the  town, 
left  it  through  the  oppofite  gate,  and  there 
found  the  two  regiments  of  the  enemy,  pofted 
behind  a  hollow  way.  They  attacked,  routed, 
and  purfued  them  to  Zeitz;  bringing  back 
three  hundred  and  fifty  prifoners.  On  the 
morrow,  the  army  of  the  king  inclined  to 
Naumburg.  Here  the  van-guard  met  fix 
fquadrons  of  the  troops  that  had  been  beaten 
the  day  before.  They  were  foon  difperfed, 
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and  loft  many  men ;  particularly  in  pafling  the 
bridge  of  the  Saale,  near  the  Schul-Pforte. 
The  bridge  was' repaired  (September  8th),  and 
the  troops  paffed  it,  on  their  march  to  Buttftett. 

Here  the  news  was  received  of  the  famous" 
convention,  figned,  by  the  dukes  of  Cumber¬ 
land  and  Richelieu,  at  Clofter-Seven.  This 
treaty  was  negotiated  by  one  count  Lynar, 
ambaffador  from  the  court  of  Denmark.  It 
was  ftipulated  that  hoftilities  fhould  ceafe ;  that 
the  troops  of  Heffe,  Brunfwick,  and  Gotha, 
fliould  be  fent  back  into  their  refpeftive  coun¬ 
tries  ;  that  thofe  of  Hanover  fhould  remain 
quiet  at  Stade,  on  the  other  fide  of  nhe  Elbe, 
within  a  given  diftrid.  Nothing  was  regulated 
concerning  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  either 
refpeCting  contributions  or  reftitutions ;  fo  that 
this  country  was  abandoned  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  French.  Scarcely  was  the  convention  con¬ 
cluded  before  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  with¬ 
out  waiting  for  its  ratification,  returned  to 
England ;  and  the  duke  de  Richelieu  prepared 
to  make  an  invafion  into  the  principality  of 
Halberftadt. 

About  this  time,  the  Pruffian  army  inter¬ 
cepted  fome  letters,  from  count  Lynar  to  count 
Reufs.  Thefe  men  were  of  the  feCl  called 
!pietifts.  Count  Lynar,  fpeakipg  to  his  friend 
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of  the  negotiation,  faid — “  The  thought  of 
concluding  this  convention  was  a  celeftial  in- 
“  fpiration.  The  Holy  Ghoft  gave  me  the  power 
‘‘  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms ;  as 
the  fun  was  formerly  (lopped  by  JoOiua. 
The  Almighty  God,  the  governor  of  the 
‘‘  world,  has  employed  me,  an  unworthy  in- 
ftrument,  to  fpare  the  elfufion  of  Lutheran 
“  blood,  of  precious  Hanoverian  blood,  jyhich 
“  was  about  to  be  fhed.” — As  misfortune  would 
have  it,  count  Lynar  was  the  only  perfon  who 
applauded  count  Lynar.  We  (hall  leave  him, 
in  company  with  Jolhua  ^nd  the  fun,  to  return 
to  more  important  alfairs. 

This  5  ifgraceful  convention  completely  de¬ 
ranged  the  affairs  of  the  king.  The  army,  as 
it  was  called,  which  he  headed  was  eighteen 
thoufand  (Irong ;  yfet  from  this  was  he  obliged 
to  make  a  detachment,  that  was  either  to  cover 
Magdebourg  or  reinforce  the  garrifon.  How^ 
ever,  as  the  prince  de  Soubife  was  at  Erfurt, 
he  widied  to  attempt  driving  him  thence,  that 
he  might  enfeeble  himfelf  with  the  lefs  danger. 
To  this  effect,  he  advanced  with  two  thoufand 
horfe,  a  free  battalion,  and  two  battalions  of 
grenadiers,  to  Erfurt.  Great  was  his  furprife 
when  he  faw  the  French  army  decamp,  from  the 
Cyriaefburg,  in  his  prefence.  De  Soubife,  not 
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thinking  himfelf  in  fafety  at  Erfurt,  retired  to 
Gotha.  Scarcely  was  he  gone  before  the  town 
was  fummoned  to  furrender ;  and  it  was  agreed, 
by  capitulation,  that  the  Peterfbergfhould  remain 
neuter ;  that  the  town  fhould  be  occupied  by 
the  Pruffians ;  and  that  the  enemy  fhould  eva¬ 
cuate  the  Cyriacfburg. 

When  the  troops  had  affumed  a  kind  of  po- 
fition  near  Erfurt,  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunf- 
wick  left  the  army,  with  five  battalions  and 
feven  fquadrons,  to  cover  Magdebourg,  and 
oppofe  the  duke  de  Richelieu  (20th).  Thefe 
he  might  flrengthen  with  fix  battalions,  drawn 
from  the  city.  But  fuch  meafures,  the  only 
ones  that  could  be  taken  under  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  were  feeble,  and  infufficient  to  refifl 
fifty  thoufand  French.  Prince  Ferdinand,  de¬ 
termined  to  fupply  by  ability  his  want  of  means, 
made  a  circuit  to  reach  Magdebourg.  March¬ 
ing  through  Egeln,  he  fell  upon  the  regiment 
of  Lufignan,  four  hundred  of  whom  he  took. 
He  thence  audacioufly  polled  himfelf  at  Wanf- 
leben,  where  he  feemed  to  defy  the  duke  de 
Richelieu,  who  encamped  at  Halberftadt.  The 
Pruffian  parties  had  every  where  the  fuperiority 
over  the  French,  during  the  clofe  of  that  cam¬ 
paign  ;  and  there  were  few  days  in  which  they 
did  not  bring  in  prifoners  to  the  prince. 
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Under  the  prefent  circymftances  of  the  king, 
recQurfe  muft  be  had  to  every  means ;  ftrata- 
gem,  negotiation,  all  poflible  attempts  muft 
be  made,  to  better  the  Ctuation  of  affairs.  Bct 
fide  that  no  ift  could  happen  from  making 
attempts,  except  the  chagrin  of  having  ima¬ 
gined  fruitlefs  expedients.  With  this  intent, 
colonel  Balby  affumed  the  difguift  of  a  land- 
bailiff,  that  he  might  arrive  at  the  duke  de 
Richelieu.  He  was  acquainted  with  the  duke, 
with  whom  he  had  made  fom6  campaigns  in 
Flanders.  Balby  was  to  make  propofals,  to 
induce  the  court  of  Verfailles  to  entertain  more 
mild  and  pacific  fentiments.  He  perceived 
that  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  doubting  of  his 
own  credit,  did  not  believe  he  had  fufficient 
influence  with  the  French  miniftry  or  the  king 
to  change  their  fyftem,  or  their  opinion,  refpeft- 
ing  their  alliance  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  an 
alliance  which,  recently  concluded,  pleafed  by 
its  novelty.  This  emiffary,  perceiving  all 
he  could  urge  produced  no  effed,  reduced  his 
demands  to  the  requeft  that  the  duke  would  at 
leaft  fpare,  in  part,  thofe  provinces  of  the  king 
into  which  he  ftiould  carry  the  war. 

The  king  was  foon  obliged  farther  to  en¬ 
feeble  his  army,  by  another  detachment.  He 
fent  prince  Maurice  to  Leipfic,  with  ten  batta¬ 
lions 
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lions  and  ten  fquadrons,  there  to  maintain  a 
central  pofition ;  whence  he  would  be  ready 
cither  to  join  the  king  or  prince  Ferdinand,  as 
ihould  be  neceffary  ;  and  where  he  might  watch 
general  MarlGhall,  encamped  at  Bautzen  with 
fifteen  thoufand  Auftrians ;  who  infpired  the 
greater  apprehenlion  becaufe  that,  Lufatia  be¬ 
ing  uncovered,  there  was  reafon  to  fear  the 
general  fliould  make  an  irruption  into  the  elec-: 
torate,  and  even  proceed  to  Berlin.  This  capi¬ 
tal  was  in  like  manner  menaced  by  the  Swedes, 
from  the  fide  of  Pomerania.  They  were  re¬ 
tarded  in  their  progrefs  by  Manteufel,  with 
five  hundred  huflars  and  four  battalions.  After 
thefe  two  porps  had  quitted  the  camp  of  Erfurt, 
eight  battalions  and  twenty-feven  fquadrons 
only  rernained  with  the  king.  Had  the  enemy 
perceived  the  weaknefs  of  this  corps,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  but  an  attack  muft  have  enfued. 
This  above  all  things  was  to  be  avoided,  and 
recourfe  was  had  to  various  expedients,  to  de¬ 
ceive  the  people  of  Erfurt  and  l;he  French. 
For  this  reafon,  the  troops  did  not  encamp ; 
the  infantry  was  fent  into  the  neighbouring 
villages  ;  the  quarters  were  feveral  times 
changed ;  and,  as  on  each  occafion  the  names 
of  the  regiments  were  changed  alfo,  this  mul¬ 
tiplied  the  order  of  battle,  which  the  fpies 
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were  affiduoufly  colleding,  for  the  information 
of  the  prince  de  Soubife, 

Two  days  after  the  Pruflians  (i6th)  had 
taken  Erfurt,  the  king  went,  with  twenty  fqua- 
drons  of  hulTars  and  dragoons,  on  a  reconnoi¬ 
tring  party,  toward  Gotha,  that  he  might  at¬ 
tempt  to  diflodge  the  two  Imperial  regiments 
of  huffars,  that  had  fo  repeatedly  been  beaten. 
His  fuccefs  was  beyond  his  hopes ;  the  dread 
in  which  thefe  hulTars  held  the  Pruflians  haftened 
their  retreat.  They  had  a  defile  to  pafs,  near 
Gotha,  where  they  loft  one  hundred  and  eighty 
men.  They  were  purfued  even  to  within  light 
of  Eifenach ;  where  the  prince  de  Soubife, 
who  had  been  joined  by  the  prince  of  Hild- 
bourghaufen,  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of 
the  circles,  was  encamped.  The  ducal  houfe 
(of  Saxe  Gotha)  was  delighted  to  fee  itfelf 
difencumbered  of  guefts  fo  indifcreet.  It  had 
equally  to  complain  of  the  French  and  Au- 
ftrians.  The  French  had  committed  violence 
on  the  caftle,  from  which  they  had  carried  off 
the  cannon ;  and  the  Auftrian  officers,  little 
refpeclful  in  their  difcourfe,  had  behaved  with 
arrogance,  very  unfuitable  to  the  fovereign 
princes  of  the  empire. 

Seidlitz  remained  with  the  cavalry  at  Gotha, 
there  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and 
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give  timely  information  to  the  little  army  of 
Erfurt ;  that,  if  neceflary,  it  might  retreat,  at 
the  approach  of  the  army  of  Eifenach.  A 
few  days  after,  he  was  attacked  by  a  very  fupe- 
rior  corps.  The  prince  of  Hildbourghaufen, 
defirous  of  lignalizing  his  authority  by  fome 
famous  ftroke,  propofed  to  the  prince  de  Sou- 
bife  to  didodge  the  Pruffians  from  Gotha. 
They  began  their  march  with  their  grenadiers, 
the  Auftrian  cavalry,  Laudon  and  his  pandours, 
and  all  the  light  troops  of  the  French  army. 
Seidlitz  had  leafonable  information  of  the  in¬ 
tended  projed.  They  prefently  made  their 
appearance.  A  column  of  cavalry  paff^d  on 
the  right  of  Gotha,  and  over  the  heights  which 
lead  toward  Thuringia.  Another  column  of 
cavalry,  preceded  by  the  huffars,  came  on  the 
left  from  the  fide  of  Langenfaltza,  The  pan¬ 
dours,  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  formed 
the  column  of  the  centre. 

Seidlitz  had  arranged  his  men,  in  order  of 
battle,  at  a  certain  diftance  from  Gotha;  the 
hulTars  on  the  firfl:  line,  and  the  dragoons  of 
Meinicke  on  the  fecond.  The  dragoons  of 
Czettritz  he  had  fent  to  a  defile,  which  lay 
half  a  mile  in  his  rear,  with  orders  to  place 
themfelves  on  a  fingle  line,  to  form  an  exten- 
five  front,  that  he  might  deceive  the  enemy. 

This 
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This  did  not  prevent  the  regiment  from  being 
entirely  ready  to  protedt  his  retreat,  fhould  he 
be  obliged  to  yield  to  numbers.  Manoeuvres 
fo  able,  and  a  ftratagem  fo  artful,  had  their 
efFedb.  (Odtober  13th)  The  prince  of  Hild- 
bourghaufen  imagined  the  Pruflian  army,  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  confiderable,  was  on  its 
march  to  fupport  Seidlitz ;  and  that  he  fhould 
be  inceffantly  attacked,  by  the  grand  line  of 
cavalry  which  he  difcovered.  From  the  waver¬ 
ing  countenance  of  the  Auftrian  hulTars,  Seid¬ 
litz  perceived  his  artifice  had  produced  a  proper 
impreffion.  He  repulfed  them  infenfibly  ;  and, 
fhock  after  fhock,  ftill  gaining  ground,  obliged 
them  to  repafs  the  defile  where,  but  a  few  days 
before,  they  had  buffered  fo  much.  The  co¬ 
lumn  of  cavalry,  that  compofed  the  right  of 
the  enemy,  retreated  at  the  fame  time.  Seid¬ 
litz  then  fent  fome  dragoons  and  huflars  into 
Gotha ;  who  entered  prccifely  as  the  prince  of 
Darmfladt,  with  the  troops  of  the  circles,  began 
to  retire  ,*  and  there  made  a  number  of  pri- 
foners.  The  precipitation  with  which  the 
prince  of  Darmfladt  abandoned  Gotha  had 
nearly  become  fatal  to  the  prince  de  Soubife, 
who  was  at  the  caftle,  and  did  not  expedl  fo 
prompt  a  retreat :  he  had  only  time  to  mount 
his  horfe,  and  fly  full  fpeed.  A  hundred  and 
3  fixty 
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fixty  foldiers,  and  three  officers  of  riotCj  were 
taken  by  the  Pruffians. 

Any  other  general,  except  Seidlitz,  would 
have  applauded  himfelf  to  have  efcaped,  in 
fuch  a  fituation,  without  lofs.  Seidlitz  would 
not  have  been  fatisfied  with  himfelf,  had  he 
not  derived  gain.  The  example  proves  that 
the  capacity  and  fortitude  of  the  general  are, 
in  war,  more  decifive  than  the  number  of  his 
troops.  A  man  of  mediocrity,  who  Ihould 
perceive  himfelf  under  fuch  circumftances,  dif- 
couraged  by  the  awful  appearance  of  the  foe, 
would  have  retired  as  he  approached,  with  the 
lofs  of  half  his  men,  in  a  ikirmilli  of  the  rear¬ 
guard,  which  the  fuperior  cavalry  of  the  enemy 
would  have  been  in  hafte  to  engage.  The 
artful  ufe  made  of  the  regiment  of  dragoons, 
extended  and  fhown  to  the  enemv  at  a  diftance, 

•r  ^ 

was  highly  glorious  to  general  Seidlitz,  in  fo 
difficult  a  fituation. 

Hitherto  the  king  had  been  only  able  to 
keep  affairs  in  fufpenfe ;  he  could  undertake 
nothing,  and  muft  wait  the  benefaftions  of 
time.  He  remained  tranquilly  at  Erfurt,  till 
he  underftood  that  a  French  detachment,  from 
the  army  of  Weflphalia,  was  on  its  march, 
through  Heffe,  to  Langenfakza.  As  he  muft 
not  wait  the  arrival  of  this  corps,  wliich  might 

fall 
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fall  on  his  rear,  he  determined  to  retire  previ¬ 
ous  to  its  approach.  It  was  befide  rumoured 
that  general  Haddick  traverfed  Lufatia  to  pe¬ 
netrate  into  Brandenbourg ;  and  that  prince 
Maurice  had  been  obliged  to  fly,  that  he  might 
haftily  gain  Torgau.  It  was  probable  the  ge¬ 
neral  would  advance  to  Berlin.  Having  no 
fuccour  to  exped,  the  king  thought  proper  to 
remain  no  longer  at  Erfurt ;  and,  that  he  might 
run  no  unfeafonable  rilk,  he  retreated  to  the 
Eckartfberg.  Here  frequent  couriers  arrived 
from  Drefden.  Finck  informed  him  a  corps, 
under  Marflaall,  was  on  the  point  of  quitting 
Bautzen,  to  follow  that  of  Haddick ;  and  it 
was  certain  prince  Maurice  was  not  fufficiently 
in  force  to  reflfl:  the  combined  generals.  This 
occafioned  the  king  to  refolve  to  bring  him  a 
reinforcement. 

The  troops  repaflTed  the  Saale,  at  Naum- 
burg.  Marlhal  Keith,  with  fome  battalions, 
threw  himfelf  into  Leipfic.  The  king  pafled 
the  Elbe  at  Torgau,  and  marched  toward  Anna- 
berg;  where  he  received  intelligence  that  Ber¬ 
lin  had  efcaped,  for  a  contribution  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  crowns,  paid  to  the  Auftrians; 
that  Haddick  had  not  waited  for  the  arrival 
of  prince  Maurice ;  and  that  Manteufel  re¬ 
mained  inadive,  in  his  camp  at  Bautzen. 


The 
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The  idea  that  firft  ftruck  the  king  was  td 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  Haddick.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  repaired  to  Hertzberg.  Prince  Mau¬ 
rice  was  on  his  return,  and  the  king  wifhed  to 
wait  for  him,  becaufe  that  Haddick  had  already 
repaired  Kottbus.  He  remained  in  this  pofi- 
tion  for  fome  days,  that  he  might  tinderftand 
what  were  the  aftual  intentions  of  the  French, 
which  mull  decide  the  part  he  had  to  take ; 
whether  this  Ihould  be  to  oppofe  their  enter- 
prifes,  or,  Ihould  the  campaign  be  ended  in 
Thuringia,  whether  he  fliould  return  to  Silelia, 
for  the  relief  of  Schweidnitz,  the  fege  of 
which  was  begun  by  general  Nadafti. 

But  the  enemy  induced  the  king  to  under¬ 
take  operations  (a6th)  which  he  could  not  then 
forefee.  The  departure  of  the  Pruffians,  from 
Erfurt,  engaged  the  prince  d»  Soubife  to  pafs 
the  Saale,  and  approach  Leiplic.  Marlhal 
Keith  fent  advice  of  this,  warmly  requefting 
aid ;  and  hither  it  was  necelfary  to  march,  with 
all  fpeed.  The  king,  on  the  28th,  immedi¬ 
ately  began  his  march  to  Leipfic.  With  his 
fmall  army,  he  cleared  the  right  Ihore  of  the 
Mulde,  where  Cuftine  had  advanced  with  fome 
brigades ;  after  which  he  entered  Leiplic,  and 
there  was  joined  by  prince  Maurice,  and  prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick.  The  grand  caufeway 

that 
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that  leads  to  Lutzen  was  firft  fecured.  On  the 
30th,  the  army  alTembled,  marched,  and  en¬ 
camped  at  Altranftsdt ;  when  Retzow  was  de¬ 
tached  in  advance,  to  guard  the  defile  of  Ri- 
pach.  The  fame  night,  the  king  marched  to 
fall  on  the  enemy’s  quarters,  difperfed  in  the 
vicinage  of  Weiffenfels ;  but  they  efcapedj, 
thofe  who  were  in  Weiffenfels  excepted.  The 
three  gates  of  the  town  were  attacked,  and  the 
officers  were  commanded,  without  delay,  to 
gain  the  bridge  of  the  Saale,  that  this  impor¬ 
tant  paffage  might  be  fecured.  The  town  was 
forced,  and  five  hundred  men  taken ;  but 
thofe  of  the  garrifon  who  efcaped  had  fet  fire 
to  the  covered  bridge,  which  being  wholly  of 
■wood  was  foon  in  flames.  To  extinguifli  the 
fire  was  impoffible ;  for  the  enemy,  in  ambuf- 
cade  behind  walls  on  the  oppolite  (bore,  kept 
up  fo  heavy  a  fire  of  fmall  arms  that  all  who 
endeavoured  to  preferve  the  bridge  were  killed, 
or  wounded.  Frelh  troops  foon  appeared  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  river,  the  number  of 
whom  continuing  to  increafe  demonflrated  the 
impoffibility  of  effefting  the  paffage  of  the 
Saale,  at  that  place.  But,  as  it  ■was  but  the 
van  of  the  army  that  had  arrived  at  Weiffenfels, 
and  as  the  great  eft  part  of  the  troops  were  ftill 

N  ,  on 
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on  their  march,  they  were  ordered  to  take  the 
road  to  Merfeburg,  with  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  fecure  the  bridge  of  that  town. 

When  marfhal  Keith  arrived  here  (Novem¬ 
ber)  he  found  the  French  already  had  occupied 
the  place,  and  that  the  bridge  was  broken. 
He  did  not  remain  hefitating,  but  took  feme 
battalions,  and  marched  to  Halle,  whence  he 
didodged  the  French,  and  repaired  the  bridge, 
which  they  had  in  like  manner  deflroyed.  The 
army  of  the  king  thus  had  its  right  at  Halle, 
its  centre  oppofite  Merfeburg,  and  its  left  at 
WeilTenfels,  covered  by  the  Saale,  afeertaining 
its  communication  behind  that  river  by  de¬ 
tached  corps,  which  alfo  watched  the  motions 
of  the  enemy.  Marflial  Keith  firft  pafled  the 
river,  near  Halle.  This  manoeuvre,  which 
could  be  of  no  ill  confequence  to  the  French, 
occafioned  (2d)  the  prince  de  Soubife  wholly 
to  abandon  the  banks  of  the  Saale,  and  retreat 
to  the  village  of  St.  Michael.  ThePrufllans  em-- 
ployed  this  day,  and  the  night  following,  in 
repairing  the  bridges  of  Weiffenfels  and  Merfe¬ 
burg.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third,  the 
king  and  prince  Maurice,  having  palTed  the 
j  iver,  marched  with  their  columns  toward  Rof- 
bach  ;  as  did  that  of  marflial  Keith,  where  their 
orders  were  to  form  a  jundion.  During  the 

march. 
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itiarch,  the  king  went  with  fome  cavalry  to 
reconnoitre  the  pofition  of  the  enemy,  which 
was  one  of  the  very  worft.  The  thoughtlefs 
huflars  pulhed  forward  to  the  camp,  and  car¬ 
ried  oft'  fome  horfes  and  foldiers,  whom  they 
dragged  from  their  tents.  Thefe  circumftances, 
added  to  the  little  precaution  of  the  French  ge¬ 
nerals,  determined  the  king  (4th)  to  march  and 
attack  them  on  the  morrow. 

By  break  of  day,  the  army  quitted  the  camp. 
The  van- guard  confifted  of  the  whole  cavalry. 
Arriving  at  the  place  where  the  evening  before 
the  poll  of  the  enemy  had  been  reconnoitred, 
no  enemy  was  to  be  found.  The  prince  de 
Soubife  had  no  doubt  refledled  on  the  imperfetff 
nature  of  his  camp,  and  had  changed  it  the 
fame  night.  He  had  extended  his  troops  along 
the  height,  in  front  of  which  was  a  ravin ;  his 
right  was  fupported  by  a  wood,  which  he  had 
fortified  with  an  abatis  and  three  redoubts,  fur- 
nifhed  with  artillery  ;  his  left  was  furrounded  by 
a  large  pond,  which  could  not  be  turned-  The 
army  of  the  king  was  too  feeble,  in  infantry,  to 
rufli  upon  a  poll  fo  formidable ;  had  the  de¬ 
fence  been  but  little  obflinate,  it  could  not  have 
been  carried,  with  the  lofs  of  lefs  than  twenty 
thoufand  men.  The  king,  judging  this  attack 
beyond  his  ftrength,  fent  orders  for  die  infantry 
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to  pafs  the  marfhy  defile,  which  was  near,  and 
affume  the  camp  of  Braunfdorf :  the  cavalry 
followed,  confining  of  the  rear-guard.  When 
the  French  faw  the  Pruflian  troops  retreating, 
they  caufed  their  piquets  to  advance,  with  fome 
artillery,  and  kept  up  a  warm  cannonade,  but  to 
no  effed;.  Ail  the  muficians  and  trumpeters  in 
the  army,  all  their  drums  and  fifes,  began  to 
play  at  once,  as  if  they  had  gained  a  vidory. 
However  little  agreeable  this  fpedacle  might 
be,  for  men  not  accuftomed  to  fear  the  foe,  it 
was  neceffary  to  remember  circumftances,  be¬ 
hold  it  with  the  cold  eye  of  indifference,  and 
oppofe  German  phlegm  to  French  petulance, 
and  French  gaiety. 

The  fame  night,  intelligence  was  received 
that  the  enemy  made  a  motion,  from  the  left 
to  the  right.  The  huffars  were  in  the  field  by 
break  of  day;  they  entered  the  camp  the  French 
had  quitted ;  and  learned,  f  rom  the  peafants, 
that  the  latter  had  taken  the  road  to  Weiffenfels. 
Soon  after,  a  confiderable  body  formed  oppolite 
the  right  of  the  Pruflians,  that  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  rear- guard,  or  a  corps  that  covered 
the  march  of  an  army.  The  Pruflians  paid 
little  attention  to  thefe  manoeuvres,  becaufe  that 
their  camp  was  covered,  as  well  in  front  as  at 
each  wing,  by  an  impradicable  marfli.  There 

were 
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were  only  three  narrow  caufeways,  by  which 
they  might  have  been  attacked ;  but  three  plans 
therefore  feemed  to  remain  for  the  enemy ; 
either  to  retire  through  Freyburg  into  Upper 
Thuringia,  becaufe  fubfiftence  failed;  or  to  take 
Weiffenfels,  the  bridges  of  which  however  were 
defhroyed;  or  finally  to  gain  Merfeburg  before 
the  king,  and  cut  off  his  paffage  of  the  Saale. 
Yet  the  Pruffian  army  was  much  nearer  than 
that  of  the  French,  and  this  manoeuvre  was  the 
lefs  to  be  feared  becaufe  it  led  to  a  battle,  from 
which  good  fortune  was  to  be  hoped,  fince  there 
would  be  no  poll  to  force.  The  king  fent 
many  parties  over  the  country,  and  tranquilly 
waited  in  his  camp,  till  the  intention  of  his  an- 
tagonifts  fliould  become  more  clear ;  for  any 
precipitate  motion,  made  mal  a  propos,  might 
have  fpoiled  his  whole  plan.  Intelligence,  fome- 
times  falfe,  and  fometimes  true,  brought  by  the 
fcouts,  kept  him  in  this  incertitude  till  toward 
noon,  when  the  van  of  the  columns  of  the 
French  was  perceived,  which  at  a  certain  difiance 
turned  the  left  of  the  Pruffians.  The  troops  of 
the  circles,  in  like  manner,  infenfibly  difappeared 
from  their  former  camp  j  fo  that  the  corps 
which  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  rear-guard,  and 
which  in  fad;  was  the  referve  under  St,  Germain, 
remained  fingly  in  face  of  the  Pruffians.  The 
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king  went  himfelf  to  reconnoitre  the  march 
of  the  prince  de  Soubife,  and  was  con¬ 
vinced  it  was  diredted  to  Merfeburg.  The 
French  proceeded  flowly,  becaufe  that  they  had 
formed  different  battalions  in  columns,  by  which 
they  were  impeded,  whenever  the  narrownels 
of  the  road  obliged  them  to  break. 

It  was  two  o’clock  when  the  Pruffians  flruck 
their  tents :  they  made  a  quarter  wheel,  to  the  left, 
and  began  to  march.  The  king  kept  pace  with  the 
army  of  the  prince  de  Soubife  :  his  troops  were 
covered  by  the  marlh  from  Braunfdorf,  and 
which,  extending  a  full  quarter  of  a  league  from 
thence,  ends  at  the  diftance  of  two  thoufand 
paces  from  Rofbach.  Seidlitz,  with  the  whole 
cavalry,  formed  the  van -guard.  He  had  orders 
to  glide  along  the  hollov/s,  with  which  this 
country  abounds,  to  turn  the  French  cavalry, 
and  fall  on  the  van  of  their  columns,  before  they 
fliould  have  time  to  form.  The  king  could 
only  leave  prince  Ferdinand,  who  that  day  com¬ 
manded  the  right  of  the  army,  the  old  guards 
of  the  cavalry,  who  put  themfelves  in  one  line, 
to  make  a  fliow ;  which  they  might  the  better 
do  becaufe  they  were  covered  by  a  part  of  the 
marfh  of  Braunfdorf.  The  two  armies,  marching 
fide  by  fide,  continued  to  approach.  The  army 
of  the  king  carefully  maintained  a  fmall  emi¬ 
nence. 
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nence,  which  goes  immediately  to  Rofbacli. 
That  of  the  French,  apparently  unacquainted 
with  the  ground,  marched  in  the  valley.  The 
king  eftablifhed  a  battery  on  this  height,  the 
effefts  of  which  were  decifive,  during  the  aftion. 
The  French  raifed  one  in  the  valley ;  and,  as 
it  fired  up  hill,  it  produced  no  effedt. 

While  each  party  were  taking  thefe  precau¬ 
tions,  Seidlitz  had  turned  the  enemy’s  right, 
unperceived  by  themfelves,  and  fell  with  im- 
petuofity  on  the  cavalry.  The  two  Auftrian 
regiments  formed  to  face  him,  and  fuftained  the 
Ihock ;  but,  being  abandoned  by  the  French, 
the  regiment  of  Fitz-james  excepted,  they  were 
almoft  totally  deftroyed.  The  infantry  of  the 
two  armies  were  ftill  on  the  march,  till  their  re- 
fpedlive  vans  were  within  five  hundred  paces  of 
each  other.  The  king  wilhed  to  have  gained 
the  village  of  Reichardfwerben  ;  but,  as  it  was 
fix  hundred  paces  diftant,  and  as  he  each  mo¬ 
ment  expedled  the  adtion  would  begin,  he  de¬ 
tached  marfhal  Keith  thither,  with  five  batta¬ 
lions,  in  which  confifted  the  whole  of  his  fecond 
line.  The  king  meantime  advanced  within 
two  hundred  paces  of  the  two  French  lines  ;  and 
perceived  that  their  order  of  battle  was  com- 
pofed  of  battalions  in  columns,  alternately  inter¬ 
lined  with  battalions  extended.  The  wing  of 
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the  prince  de  Soubife  was  in  the  air  ;  and,  the 
Pruffian  cavalry  being  employed  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  that  of  the  enemy,  the  wing  of  the  French 
could  only  be  outwinged  by  the  infantry.  For 
this  purpofe,  the  king  placed  two  battalions  of 
grenadiers  in  a  Une,  forming  a  hook  *  with  his 
left  flank  ;  they  had  orders,  the  moment  the 
French  fhould  advance,  to  make  a  half  wheel 
to  the  right,  which  would  neceflarily  bring 
them  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy.  Thefe  orders 
they  pundually  executed ;  as  the  French  came 
up,  they  received  the  fire  of  the  grenadiers  in 
flank ;  and,  having  flood  at  the  moft  three 
difeharges  of  the  regiment  of  Erunfwick,  their 
columns  were  feen  to  prefs  on  the  left.  They 
had  foon  clofed  upon  the  extended  battalions 
which  feparated  them,  and  that  mafs  of  infan¬ 
try  became  at  each  moment  more  large,  heavy, 
and  confufed.  The  more  it  fell  back  on  the 
left  the  more  it  was  outwinged,  by  the  front  of 
the  Pruflians. 

While  diforder  increafed  in  the  army  of  the 
prince  de  Soubife,  the  king  was  informed  that 
a  corps  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  prefented  itfelf 
in  the  rear  of  his  troops.  He  haflily  aflTembled 
the  firft  fquadrons  that  could  be  found,  and 
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fcarcely  had  he  oppofed  thofe  that  were  com¬ 
ing  upon  his  rear  before  they  retreated  with 
promptitude.  The  body-guard  and  the  gen¬ 
darmes  then  were  employed  againft  the  French 
infantry,  which  was  in  the  utmoft  diforder.  The 
cavalry  attacked  it,  difperfed  it,  and  made  a 
confiderable  number  of  French  prifoners.  This 
charge  was  made  at  fix  in  the  evening ;  the 
weather  was  cloudy,  and  the  darknefs  fo  great 
that  to  have  purfued  the  enemy  would  have 
been  imprudent,  however  great  the  confufion 
and  the  rout.  The  king  contented  himfelf  with 
fending  different  parties  of  cuirafliers,  dragoons 
and  huffars,  after  them ;  none  of  whom  ex¬ 
ceeded  thirty  men. 

During  this  aftion,  ten  battalions  of  the  right 
of  the  Pruflians  had  remained  idle  fpedlators. 
Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  who  com¬ 
manded  them,  had  not  quitted  the  marfh  of 
Braunfdorf,  which  ferved  to  cover  a  part  of  hig 
front.  He  had  repulfed  the  troops  of  the  cir¬ 
cles,  who  oppofed  him,  by  fome  difcharges  of 
artillery,  and  obliged  them  to  give  ground. 
There  were  only  feven  battalions  of  the  king’s 
army  engaged,  and  the  battle  did  not  continue 
above  an  hour  and  a  half,  before  the  vidory 
was  decided. 


On 
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On  the  morrow,  the  king  departed  at  day¬ 
break,  with  the  huffars  and  dragoons,  following 
the  enemy,  who  had  retired  through  Frey  burg. 
The  infantry  had  orders  to  purfue  the  fame 
route.  The  rear-guard  of  the  French  was  there 
{fill.  The  dragoons  alighted,  and  drove  fome 
detachments  of  the  enemy  from  the  gardens. 
Difpolitions  were  then  made  to  attack  the  caftle  ; 
but  the  enemy,  not  giving  time  for  this,  repaffed 
the  Unftrut  in  hafte,  and  burnt  the  bridges. 
The  detachments  the  king  had  fent  out  the 
evening  before  arrived  here  fucceffively.  Some 
brought  in  officers,  fome  foldiers,  others  can¬ 
non.  None  of  them  returned  empty  handed. 

So  much  diligence  was  employed,  in  repair¬ 
ing  the  bridge  of  the  Unftrut,  that  in  lefs  than 
an  hour  it  was  fit  for  ufe.  The  army  of  the 
prince  de  Soubife  had  taken  fo  many  roads  that 
it  was  impoffibie  to  know  which  to  follow. 
The  peafants  affirmed,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fugitives  had  taken  the  route  of  the  Eckartfberg  ; 
and  thither  the  king  marched,  with  his  troops. 
The  number  of  prifoners  augmented,  during 
the  whole  day  ;  all  the  detachments,  that  were 
fent  into  different  parts,  brought  in  fome. 
The  Eckartfberg  was  found  to  be  garniftied  by 
a  corps  of  the  troops  of  the  circles,  which  might 
amount  to  five  or  fix  thoufand  men.  The 
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king,  having  no  other  infantry  than  the  volun¬ 
teers  of  Meyer,  fent  them  in  ambufcade,  with 
fome  huffars,  into  a  wood  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
camp,  with  orders  to  alarm  the  enemy  all  night ; 
who,  little  pleafed  at  having  their  reft  difturbed, 
forfook  their  poft,  and  loft  four  hundred  men, 
with  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  General  Lentulus, 
who  followed  them  on  the  morrow  as  far  as  Er¬ 
furt,  took  eight  hundred  more  of  their  men, 
whom  he  brought  back  to  the  king. 

The  battle  of  Rofbach  had  coft  the  army  of 
the  prince  de  Soubife  ten  thoufand  of  his  troops : 
the  Pruffians  took  feven  thoufand  men,  iixty- 
three  cannon,  fifteen  ftandards,  feven  pair  of 
colours,  and  one  pair  of  kettle  drums.  If  the 
conduit  of  the  French  generals  be  examined, 
it  will  be  found  difficult  to  grant  it  our  appro¬ 
bation.  Their  intention  indubitably  was  to 
drive  the  Pruffians  out  of  Saxony.  But  did 
not  the  intereft  of  their  allies  rather  demand 
they  fhould  fimply  bound  their  views  to  the  de¬ 
tention  of  the  king,  that  marfhal  Daun  and 
prince  Charles  might  have  time  to  complete 
the  conqueft  of  Silefia  ?  Had  they  but  kept 
the  army  of  the  king  in  Thuringia,  for  a  fhort 
time,  this  conqueft  would  not  only  have  been 
made  but  the  feafon  would  have  become  fo  rigor¬ 
ous,  and  fo  far  advanced,  that  it  would  liave 

been 
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been  impoffible  for  the  Pruflians  to  make  that 
progrefs,  in  Silefia,  of  which  we  ihall  have  im¬ 
mediate  occafion  to  fpeak.  As  to  the  battle  in 
which  they  fo  untimely  engaged,  certain  it  is 
that  the  prince  de  Soubife,  by  his  incertitude 
and  the  order  of  his  troops,  rendered  it  pof- 
lible  for  a  handful  of  men  to  vanquifh  his 
army.  The  manner  in  which  the  court  of 
France  diftinguilhed  the  merit  of  its  generals 
was  ftill  more  furprifing.  D’Etrees  was  re¬ 
called,  for  having  gained  the  battle  of  Haften- 
beck  :  and  the  prince  de  Soubife,  for  having 
loft  that  of  Rofbach,  was  foon  after  promoted 
to  be  a  marfhal  of  France. 

Properly  fpeaking,  the  battle  of  Rofbach  did 
but  afford  the  king  an  opportunity  of  haftening, 
in  fearch  of  new  dangers,  into  Silefia.  The 
vidtory  was  only  important  by  the  impreffion  it 
made  on  the  French,  and  on  the  fhattered 
army  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  No  fooner 
did  the  news  of  it  reach  the  duke  de  Richelieu 
than  he  quitted  his  camp,  at  Halberftadt,  and 
withdrew  into  the  eledforate  of  Hanover : 
while  the  allied  troops,  ready  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  recovered  courage,  and  acquired  hope. 
An  advantageous  change,  about  the  fame  time, 
happened  in  the  Englilli  miniflry,  of  which  we 
fhall  prefently  fpeak,  that  gave  new  ftrength 
7  to 
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to  the  Britifli  government.  Thefe  minifters, 
alhamed  of  the  difgracefui  convention  of  Clofter- 
Seven,  refolved  to  break  it ;  which  they  might 
with  the  greater  juftice  do,  becaufe  it  had  been 
neither  ratified  by  the  king  of  England  nor  the 
king  of  France.  They  began  immediately  to 
reftore  the  army  of  Stade  to  adlivity.  Dif- 
gufted  with  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  had 
loft  the  confidence  of  the  troops,  the  king  of 
England  wifhed  to  appoint  another  general, 
and  requefted  the  king  would  fend  him  prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  whofe  juftly-acquired 
fame  was  fpread  through  Europe.  Though,  by 
his  abfence,  the  Pruffians  loft  a  good  general, 
of  whom  they  had  need,  it  ftill  was  fo  impor¬ 
tant  to  reftore  the  army  of  the  allies  that  the 
king  could  not  refufe  the  requeft.  Prince 
Ferdinand  departed,  and  repaired  to  Stade,  by 
private  roads,  in  the  environs  of  which  he 
found  a  body  of  thirty  thoufand  men  difperfed, 
whom  the  inconfiftent  and  thoughtlefs  French 
had  neglefted  to  difarm. 

The  king  returned  from  the  Eckartfberg  to 
Freyburg,  at  the  fame  time  that  a  detachment, 
fent  by  marfhal  Keith  to  Querfurt,  came  back 
from  purfuing  the  French.  The  very  peafants 
of  the  neighbourhood  brought  inj  prifoners. 
They  were  enraged  at  the  facrilege  which  had 
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been  committed,  by  the  foldiers  of  the  prince 
de  Soubife,  in  the  Lutheran  churches.  Thofe 
things  which  the  populace  held  in  the  higheft 
veneration  had  been  profaned,  with  grofs  in¬ 
decency,  and  the  unbridled  fury  of  the  French 
had  brought  all  the  peafants  of  Thuringia  into 
the  interefts  of  Pruflia. 

The  king  was  preparing  to  depart.  The 
affairs  of  Silefia  demanded  his  prefence  and 
aid.  He  propofed  to  march  immediately  for 
Schweidnitz,  and  conftrain  Nadafti  to  raife  the 
liege.  On  the  12th  of  November,  he  left; 
Leipiic  at  the  head  of  nineteen  battalions  and 
twenty-eight  fquadrons.  Marfhal  Keith  march¬ 
ed  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  fmall  corps,  to  pe¬ 
netrate  into  Bohemia,  near  Leutmeritz,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  paffage  of  the  king  into 
Lufatia,  and  by  this  diverlion  oblige  Marfhall 
to  quit  the  environs  of  Bautzen  and  Zittau. 
Marlhal  Keith  took  a  confiderable  magazine 
from  the  enemy  at  Leutmeritz,  whence  he 
feigned  to  advance  toward  Prague. 

The  king  meantime  entered  Lufatia,  dif- 
lodged  Haddick  from  Groffenhayn,  and  Mar¬ 
fhall  at  his  approach  fell  back  to  Lobau.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  march  from  Bautzen  to  Weiffenberg, 
the  van  of  a  column  was  fent  toward  Lobau, 
and  on  its  appearance  Marfhall  retreated  to 

Gabel. 
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Gabel.  The  king  then  purTued  his  route  with¬ 
out  impediment.  On  his  arrival  at  Gorlitz, 
he  received  the  difagreeable  news  of  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Schweidnitz.  The  place  was  taken  in 
the  following  manner.  Nadafti  had  opened 
the  trenches,  on  the  27th  of  Odfober,  between 
the  fort  of  Bogendorf  and  the  tile-kiln.  His 
third  parallel  was  finilhed  on  the  loth  of  No¬ 
vember.  The  garrifon  had  made  fome  fuccef- 
ful  fallies ;  and,  though  the  bombs  had  in  part 
ruined  the  town,  the  enemy  had  not  yet  carried 
any  work.  Impatient  at  this  flow  progrefs, 
Nadafti  refolved  to  rilk  a  coup  de  main.  On 
the  night  of  the  nth,  he  made  a  general  af- 
lault,  on  all  the  redoubts  which  furround  the 
body  of  the  place :  two  were  taken.  This 
misfortune  occafioned  the  governor.  Seers,  and 
Gnirabkow  his  aflTociate,  to  lofe  all  recolledion. 
They  capitulated,  and  furrendered  prifoners  of 
war  with  their  whole  garrifon  ;  confifting  of  ten 
fquadrons  of  huflkrs,  and  ten  battalions  of  in¬ 
fantry.  The  Auftrians  difarmed  the  foldiers ; 
and,  as  moft  of  them  were  Silefians,  gave  them 
paifports,  and  liberty  to  return  to  their  villages. 

This  accident  could  not  have  happened  in  a 
worfe  time,  for  the  derangement  of  the  plans 
of  the  king.  His  junction  with  the  prince  of 
Bevern  became  lo  much  the  more  neceflary 
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lince  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  that  Nadafti,  having 
taken  Schweidnitz,  would  join  marlhal  Daun, 
to  overwhelm  the  remaining  Pruffians  near 
Brellau.  The  king  had  indeed  commanded  the 
prince  of  Bevern  to  attack  the  foe,  and  not 
fufFer  Schweidnitz  to  be  taken,  as  it  were,  un¬ 
der  his  e3^e.  The  plan  was  prafticable,  the  po- 
fition  of  the  Auftrians  at  Liffa  confidered.  The 
prince  had  but  one  evolution  to  make  to  come 
upon  the  enemy’s  flank,  which  he  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  beaten.  Thus  would  the  fiege  of 
Schweidnitz  have  been  raifed,  and  the  Impe- 
rialifts  difconcerted.  Inftead  of  which,  by  re¬ 
maining  inaftive,  Nadafti  could  not  fail  of 
finally  taking  a  place  which  had  no  hope  of 
fuccour ;  and  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy, 
coming  to  fall  upon  the  Pruffians,  muft  carry 
their  intrenchments  of  the  Lohe. 

Ill  fortune  would  have  it  that  the  prince 
could  not  comprehend  the  force  of  thefe  argu¬ 
ments.  The  generals  however  prevailed  on 
him,  one  day,  to  make  the  attempt.  He  left 
his  camp,  and  beat  the  light  troops  that  covered 
the  right  flank  of  the  Auftrians ;  after  which, 
inftead  of  attacking  the  army,  and  driving  it 
into  the  Oder,  as  muft  have  happened,  his 
want  of  confidence  in  himfelf,  and  the  dread  of 
failure  in  an  undertaking  where  certainty  never 
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is  to  be  obtained,  induced  him  to  forbear.  He 
thought  he  had  done  fufficient,  and  ordered  his 
troops  back  to  their  intrenchments. 

The  king  arrived  at  Naumburg,  on  the 
Queis,  November  the  24th,  and  there  was  in¬ 
formed  of  the  viftory  of  the  Auftrians  over  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  and  of  the  lofs  of  Breflau. 
All  that  had  been  predided  to  the  prince  had 
but  too  literally  proved  true.  Nadafti  joined 
prince  Charles  and  marflial  Daun ;  and  the 
enemy,  impatient  to  complete  their  conqueft, 
loft  no  time  in  putting  their  projed  into  execu¬ 
tion.  On  the  night  of  the  21ft  of  November, 
they  conftruded  four  heavy  batteries,  in  the 
front  of  the  Pruffians,  between  Pilfnitz  and 
Grofs-Mochber.  The  prince  of  Bevern  re¬ 
mained  a  tranquil  fpedator,  fuffering  them  to 
finilh  their  works,  although  fuch  preparations 
announced  the  defigns  of  marflial  Daun,  oh  the 
Pruffian  intrenchments.  Nadafti  marched  be- 
fide  the  Loire  (2  2d)  and  formed  toward  Gabitz. 
The  prince  of  Bevern  fuppofed  this  was  to  come 
upon  his  rear,  though  that  was  difficult,  and  he 
farther  enfeebled  himfelf  by  a  detachment,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  general  Ziethen,  to  oppofe 
all  attempts  of  the  enemy  on  that  fide.  The 
front  of  the  Pruffian  camp,  behind  the  Lohe, 
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was  covered  by  redoubts,  with  ill-placed  aper¬ 
tures,  fome  of  which  were  even  overlooked 
from  the  oppofite  Ihore,  nor  had  care  been 
taken  to  fend  a  fufficient  number  of  cannon  thi¬ 
ther.  The  greateft  part  of  the  artillery  re¬ 
mained  in  an  intrenchment,  which  the  prince  of 
Bevern  had  thrown  up  in  a  bottom,  to  cover  his 
flank  of  the  Lohe,  toward  the  fuburb  of  Breflau. 

Marlhal  Daun  having  had  time  enough  at¬ 
tentively  to  perceive  and  examine  all  thefe 
negligences,  and  blunders,  •  turned  them  to  his 
own  advantage.  The  attack  began  on  the 
2 ad,  at  nine  in'  the  morning  :  fome  redoubts 
were  alternately  taken  and  re-taken.  The 
Pruflian  cavalry  ^as  made  to  a6t  in  a  marfh, 
where  it  could  not  fight, '  and  where  it  was 
thundered  upon  by  fixty  pieces,  from  an  Au- 
ftrian  battery  beyond  the  rivulet.  Notwith- 
ftanding  all  thefe  falfe  fteps,  the  Pruflians  did 
not  yet  lofe  ground.  Ziethen,  on  the  left  to¬ 
ward  Gabitz,  not  only  repulfed  his  attacks 
but  purfued  Nadafti  beyond  the  Lohe.  The 
routed  enemy  retired  behind  the  rivulet  of 
Schweidnitz.  In  the  interim.,  the  Auftrians, 
who  attacked  the  prince  of  Bevern,  had  pafled 
the  Lohe,  protected  by  their  artillery.  They 
immediately  took  fome  of  the  Pruflian  redoubts, 
by  the  aid  of  the  apertures.  The  troops  made 
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a,  brave  defence,  and  the  Pruffians  diflodged 
them  feveral  times.  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Pruf-, 
fia  even  drove  back  a  body  of  the  enemy  as  far 
as  the  Lohe  ;  but  the  Auftrians  were  too  nume¬ 
rous,  the  camp  was  loft,  and  night  came  on. 

Thou2;h  refources  ftill  might  have  been 
found,  thefe  the  prince  of  Bevern  did  not  per¬ 
ceive.  In  his  firft  confternation,  he  pafted  the 
Oder,  and  threw  L-eftwitz  with  eight  battalions 
into  Breftau.  Thus  he  loft  eighty  pieces  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  near  eight  thoufand  men,  which  the 
attack  of  the  camp  of  Lifla  would  not  have  coft. 
TheAuftrians  pretended  that  theacftion  coft  them 

y 

eighteen  thoufand  men  ;  and  certain  it  is  that 
the  neighbouring  villages  were  full  of  the 
wounded.  On  the  morrow,  or  rathef'by  night, 
the  prince  of  Bevern  thought  proper  to  recon¬ 
noitre  the  corps  under  general  Beck,  who  was. 
encamped  at  no  great  diftance.  He  was  alone, 
and  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  taken  by  fome  pan- 
dours.  General  Kyau,  the  next  in  rank,  af- 
fumed  the  command  of  the  forces ;  and,  with¬ 
out  confulting  what  was  to  be  done,  -took  the 
road  to  Glogau.  Leftwitz  no  fooner  fuppofed 
himfelf  left  to  his  own  fupport,  in  Breftau,  than 
he  loft  all  confidence.  The  Auftrians  ap¬ 
proached  the  city,  and  Leftwitz,  who  till  then 
had  maintained  the  reputation  of  a  brave  officer, 
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without  waiting  till  the  enemy  fired  a  fingl® 
(hot  againfl;  the  ramparts,  demanded  to  capitu¬ 
late,  and  obtained  free  egrefs  with  arms  and 
baggage.  In  two  days,  he  and  his  garrifon, 
the  half  of  which  deferted,  followed  the  army 
on  the  road  that  Kyau  had  marched. 

The  king  received  thefe  various  afflifting 
articles  of  intelligence  all  at  the  fame  time.  With¬ 
out  dwelling  on  difafter,  he  thought  but  of  re- 
drefs,  and  made  a  forced  march  to  gain  the 
banks  of  the  Oder.  On  his  route,  he  made  a 
circuit  round  Lignitz,  which  the  Auftrians  had 
fortified,  and  pufhed  forward  immediately  to 
Parchwitz.  His  van-guard  fell  unexpeftedly 
on  a  detachment  of  the  enemy,  three  hundred 
of  whom  were  taken.  He  arrived  at  Parchwitz 
on  the  2 8th,  having  marched  from  Leipfic  to 
the  Oder  in  twelve  days.  The  king  defired 
general  Kyau  fiiould  pafs  the  Oder  at  Koben  ; 
but  this  could  not  be  performed,  becaufe  that 
moft  of  the  troops  had  already  gained  Glogau. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  time  was  of  all 
things  the  moft  precious  :  not  a  moment  muft 
be  loft,  the  Auftrians  muft  inceffantly  be  at¬ 
tacked,  however  great  the  hazard,  and  expelled 
Silefia,  or  the  province  muft  be  given  up  eter¬ 
nally. 
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The  army  that  paffed  the  Oder,  at  Glogau, 
could  not  join  the  troops  of  the  king  till  the 
ad  of  December  :  this  army  was  difcouraged, 
and  overwhelmed  by  the  memory  of  recent 
defeat.  The  honour  of  the  officers  was  ap- 
pealed  to  ;  their  former  exploits  recapitulated  ; 
and  mournful  ideas,  the  impreffion  of  which 
was  fo  ftrong,  were  endeavoured  to  be  dif- 
fipated;  wine  even  was  had  recourfe  to,  that 
the  depreffed  fpirit  might  be  renovated.  The 
king  converfed  with  the  foldicrs,  diftributed 
provifions  gratis,  in  fine,  exhaufted  every  means^ 
imagination  could  fupply  and  time  could  ad¬ 
mit,  to  awaken  confidence  in  the  troops,  with¬ 
out  which  all  hope  of  victory  is  vain. 

The  countenances  of  the  men  began  already 
to  be  cheerful  j  and  thofe  who  had  beaten  th^ 
French  at  Rofbach  perfuaded  their  comrades  to 
take  heart,  A  little  repofe  ref^ored  the  foldier, 
and  the  army  was  difpofed  to  walh  otit  the  ftain, 
received  on  the  sad,  whenever  any  occafion 
fhould  prefent  itfelf.  This  occafion  the  king 
fought  after,  and  it  was  prefently  found.  He 
advanced  on  the  4th  to  Neumarkt,  was  with 
the  van-guard  of  the  hufifars,  and  heard  the 
enemy  had  eftablifhed  a  bakery  in  that  town, 
that  it  was  garnilhed  with  pandours,  and  that 
the  army  of  Daun  was  expeded, 
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The  heights  fituated  beyond  Neumarkt 
would  give  the  enemy  advantage,  fliould  he  be 
permitted  to  occupy  this  height ;  and  the  dif- 
ficultv  was  to  take  it,  for  the  infantry  was  not 
come  up,  nor  could  join  the  van-guard  before 
night.  There  was  no  artillery  prefent.  The 
huffars  were  the  only  troops  ready  to  aht,  and 
it  was  refolved  to  make  a  virtue  of  neceffity. 
The  king,  unwilling  to  admit  the  prince  of 
Lorrain  to  encamp  in  his  prefence,  made  fomc 
fquadrons  of  huffars  alight,  fent  them  to  force 
the  town-gate,  and  a  regiment  on  horfeback 
entered  full  gallop.  Another  regiment  pafled 
the  fuburbs,  and  gained  the  gate  of  Breflau, 
and  the  attack  was  fo  fuccefsful  that  eight  hun¬ 
dred  Croats  were  made  prifoners  by  the  huffars. 
The  place  'of  encampment  was  immediately 
occupied,  and  the  piquets  and  traces  which  the 
Auftrian  engineers  had  left,  to  mark  out  the 
pofition  of  their  troops,  were  there  found.  The 
prince  of  'Wurtemberg  took  the  command  of 
the  van-guard,  and  it  was  reinforced  at  night 
by  ten  battalions,  with  which  he  encamped  at 
Kammendorf.  The  cavalry  paffed  the  defile 
on  the  fame  day ;  the  main  body  of  the  infantry 
cantoned  in  the  town  of  Neumarkt,  and  the 
neighbouring  villages. 

Pofitive 
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Pofitive  intelligence  now  informed  the  king 
that  the  prince  of  Lorrain  had  quitted  the  camp 
of  the  Lohe,  and  had  advanced  beyond  Lilia ; 
that  his  right  was  fupported  at  the  village  of 
Nypern,  his  left  at  Golau,  and  his  rear  by  the 
fmall  rivulet  of  Schweidnitz.  The  king  was 
rejoiced  to  find  the  enemy  in  a  polition  that 
added  fuch  facility  to  his  willies ;  for  he  was 
obliged  and  determined  to  attack  the  Auftrians 
wherever  he  could  meet  them,  were  it  even 
at  the  Zobtenberg.  The  difpolition  of  the 
march  was  immediately  formed,  and  the  army 
put  in  motion,  on  the  5th,  by  dawn  of  day. 
Jt  was  preceded  by  a  van-guard  of  fixty  fqua- 
drons  and  ten  battalions,  headed  by  the  king  in 
perfon.  The  four  columns  of  the  army  follow¬ 
ed,  at  a  fmall  diftance ;  the  infantry  formed  tho 
centre,  and  the  wings  were  compofed  of  cavalry. 
Approaching  the  village  of  Born,  the  van-guard 
difcovered  a  grand  line  of  cavalry,  the  right  of 
which  extended  towards  LilTa,  and  the  left 
more  advanced  was  fupported  by  a  wood,  that 
was  on  the  right  of  the  PrulTian  army.  This 
was  fuppofed  to  be  a  wing  of  the  Auhrians, 
whofe  centre  could  not  be  feen.  The  officers 
fent  to  reconnoitre  affirmed  in  was  the  van¬ 
guard  ;  it  was  learnt  alfo  that  general  Noftitz 
was  the  commander,  and  that  the  corps  con? 
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filled  of  four  regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons,  and 
two  of  Imperial  huffars. 

For  the  greater  certainty,  ten  battalions 
glided  into  the  wood  that  covered  the  left  flank 
of  Noftitz,  on  which  the  P ruffian  cavalry, 
having  formed,  fell  with  great  heat.  The  regi¬ 
ments  were  difperfed  in  a  moment,  and  pur- 
fued  to  the  front  of  the  Auflrian  army.  Five 
officers  and  eight  hundred  men  were  taken, 
and  were  marched  in  prefence  of  the  columns 
to  Neumarkt,  to  animate  the  foldiery  by  the 
example  of  fuccefs.  It  was  with  difficulty  the 
king  reftrained  the  fury  of  the  huffars ;  they 
were  on  the  very  aft  of  attacking  the  centre  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  when  they  were  affembled, 
between  the  villages  of  Heyde  and  Frobelvitz, 
within  cannon-lhot  of  the  enemy. 

Here  the  Imperial  army  was  fo  perfeftly 
diflinguilhed  that  it  might  be  counted  man  by 
man.  Its  right,  known  to  be  at  Nypern,  was 
concealed  by  the  great  wood  of  Liffa ;  but  of 
the  centre  and  the  left  nothing  was  invifible.  On 
the  firft  infpeftion  of  them  and  the  ground  on 
which  they  flood,  it  was  judged  neceffary  to 
make  the  grand  attacks  on  the  left  wing,  which 
was  extended  on  a  fmall  hill  encumbered  with 
pine-trees,  but  ill-fupported.  This  poll  car¬ 
ried,  the  advantage  of  ground  would  be  gained 

for 
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for  the  remainder  of  the  battle,  becaufe  from 
that  part  there  was  one  continual  defcent  to¬ 
ward  Nypern  :  inftead  of  which,  fhould  the  cen¬ 
tre  be  affaulted,  the  right  wing  of  the  Auftrians 
might,  by  traverfing  the  wood  of  Liffa,  have 
taken  the  Pruffians  in  flank  ;  and  ftill  this  hill 
mufl;  have  finally  been  attacked,  for  it  com¬ 
manded  the  whole  plain.  To  have  delayed 
would  have  been  to  have  refer ved  the  greatefl: 
difficulty  to  the  time  when  the  troops  muft  be 
haraflTed,  fatigued,  and  incapable  of  grand 
efforts :  whereas,  by  conquering  the  greatefl 
danger  at  the  commencement,  advantage  was 
taken  of  the  firfl  ardour  of  the  foldier,  and 
the  remainder  of  his  talk  became  eafy. 

In  confequence  of  this  chain  of  reafoning, 
the  army  was  incontinently  difpofed  to  attack 
the  left.  The  columns  that  had  been  formed 
had  their  order  reverfed.  They  were  placed  in 
two  lines,  and  the  platoons  with  a  quarter-wheel 
filed  off  to  the  right.  The  king,  with  his  huffars, 
kept  pace  with  the  march  of  his  army  upon  a 
fucceflion  of  hillocks,  which  concealed  the  mo¬ 
tions  from  the  enemy  that  were  made  behind 
the  hillocks ;  and,  being  between  the  two  armies, 
he  could  obferve  that  of  the  Auftrians,  and 
diredl  the  march  of  his  own.  Confidential  of¬ 
ficers  were  fent,  fome  to  obferve  the  right 
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of  Daun,  others  toward  Canth  to  watch  the 
motions  of  Dralkowitz,  who  there  was  encamp¬ 
ed.  The  enemy  at  the  fame  time  was  recon¬ 
noitred  along  the  rivulet  of  Schweidnitz,  that 
there  might  be  no  apprehenfion  he  fhould  come 
upon  the  rear,  when  the  battle  fhould  be  begun. 
The  plan  the  king  was  preparing  to  execute  was 
to  bring  his  whole  army  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
Imperialifts,  to  make  his  grand  efforts  with  his 
right,  and  to  refufe  the  enemy  his  left,  with  all 
that  forefight  which  might  avoid  faults  firailar 
to  thofe  committed  at  the  battle  of  Prague, 
and  which  had  caufed  the  iofs  of  the  battle  of 
Kolin. 

Already  had  Wedel,  who  with  his  ten  bat¬ 
talions  of  the  van-guard  was  to  form  the  firft 
attack,  marched  in  front  of  the  army.  The 
van  of  the  columns  had  already  gained  the 
rivulet  of  Sclweidnitz,  without  being  perceived 
by  the  foe.  Marfhal  Daun  underftood  the 
motion  of  the  Pmffians  as  a  retreat,  and  faid 
to  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain — Thefe  good 

folks  are  going,  let  them  go” — Wedelhowever 
had  formed  before  the  two  lines  of  infantry  on  the 
right.  His  attack  was  fupported  by  a  battery  of 
twenty  twelve-pounders,  formed  of  the  cannon 
which  the  king  had  taken  from  the  ramparts  of 
Glogau.  The  firft  line  received  orders  to  ad¬ 
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■yance  in  fliort  ranks,  like  the  fteps  of  a  ladder, 
the  battalions  keeping  fifty  paces  in  the  rear  of 
each  other,  fo  that,  the  line  being  in  motion, 
the  extremity  of  the  right  was  a  thoufand  paces 
in  advance  to  the  extremity  of  the  left ;  and 
■  this  difpofition  rendered  it  impoffible  to  engage 
without  orders. 

Wedel  now  attacked  the  wood  where  Nadafti 
commanded,  found  no  great  refiftance,  and  car¬ 
ried  it  with  promptitude.  The  Auftrian  generals, 
feeing  themfelves  turned  and  taken  in  flank, 
endeavoured  to  change  their  pofition;  endea¬ 
voured,  but  too  late,  to  form  a  line  parallel 
to  the  Pruflian  front.  The  whole  art  of  the 
king’s  generals  was  employed  to  rob  them  of 
time.  The  Pruflians  had  already  gained  a 
height  which  commanded  the  village  of  Leu- 
then  ;  and,  at  the  very  inflant  when  the  ene¬ 
my  wiflied  to  throw  infantry  into  this  village, 
a  fecond  battery,  of  twenty  twelve-pounders, 
played  on  them  with  fuch  timely  effedt  that 
they  gave  up  the  attempt,  and  retreated.  The 
Auftrians,  on  the  fide  where  Wedel  fought, 
^  feized  on  the  bank  befide  the  rivulet,  to  prevent 
him  from  fweeping  their  line  in  its  whole  extent. 
But  Wedel  did  not  fuffer  them  long  to  remain 
here :  after  a  combat  more  obftinate  than  the 
preceding,  they  were  obliged  to  give  ground. 

Ziethen 
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Ziethen  at  the  fame  time  charged  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  and  put  it  to  the  rout.  Some  fqua- 
drons  of  his  right  were  taken  in  flank,  from  thc^ 
bulhes  on  the  banks  of  the  rivulet,  by  a  volley 
of  cafe  Ihot  which  came  unexpeftedly,  and  re- 
pulfed  his  corps ;  but  it  formed  again  befide 
the  infantry.  The  officers  who  were  ordered  to 
obferve  the  right  of  Daun  then  came  to  inform 
the  king  this  right  was  croffing  the  wood  of 
LiflTa,  and  would  inftantly  appear  in  the  plain  : 
in  confequence  of  which  Driefen  received 
orders  to  advance,  with  the  left  wing  of  the 
Pruffian  cavalry.  When  the  Auftrian  cuiraffiers 
began  to  form,  near  Leuthen,  they  were  faluted, 
from  the  central  battery  of  the  king,  with  a  com¬ 
plete  volley,  and  attacked  at  the  fame  time  by 
Driefen.  The  difpute  was  but  fhort.  The  Im- 
perialifts  were  difperfed,  and  fled  routed.  The 
line  of  infantry  that  had  formed  beflde  thefe 
cuiraffiers,  behind  Leuthen,  was  taken  in  flank 
by  the  regiment  of  Bareuth ;  which,  driving 
them  on  the  volunteers  of  Wunfch,  took  two 
entire  regiments,  officers  and  colours. 

The  enemy’s  infantry  being  totally  difperfed, 
the  kins:  advanced  with  the  centre  of  his  in- 

O 

fantry  on  Leuthen.  The  fire  was  hot  and  fhort, 
for  the  Auftrian  infantry  was  only  fcattered 
among  the  houfes  and  gardens.  Leaving  the 

village;^ 
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Village,  a  new  line  of  infantry  was  perceived, 
which  the  Auftrian  generals  had  formed,  on  an 
eminence,  near  the  wind-mill  of  Segefchutz, 
The  army  of  the  king  was  obliged  to  fuftain 
their  fire  fome  time ;  but  the  foe  did  not  per¬ 
ceive,  amid  this  confufion,  that  the  corps  of 
Wedel  was  in  his  neighbourhood.  The  Auftrians 
were  fuddenly  taken  in  flank  and  rear,  by  this 
brave  and  able  general ;  and  that  excellent 
manoeuvre  afcertained  vidory,  and  ended  this 
important  battle. 

The  king  colleded  the  firfl;  troops  that  pre- 
lented  themfelves,  and  went  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy,  with  the  cuiraffiers  of  Seidlitz  and  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  Jung-Stutterheim,  diredinghis  march 
between  the  rivulet  of  Schweidnitz  and  the 
wood  of  LiflTa.  The  darknefs  became  fo  great 
that  he  fent  fome  horfemen  forward,  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  forefts,  and  to  bring  intelligence. 
He  occafionally  caufed  vollies  of  artillery  to  be 
fired  toward  LifTa,  whither  the  main  army  of  the 
Auftrians  had  fled.  Approaching  this  town, 
the  van-guard  fuftained  a  difcharge  from  about 
two  battalions,  but  not  a  man  was  wounded. 
It  replied  with  fire  from  the  artillery,  ftill  con¬ 
tinuing  its  march.  As  he  proceeded,  the  cuiraf¬ 
fiers  of  Seidlitz  brought  in  prifoners  by  troops. 
Arrived  at  Lifla,  the  king  found  all  the  houfes 

filled 


£o6  posthumous  woK.k:§.' 

filled  with  fugitives,  and  the  difperfed  men  of 
the  Imperial  army.  He  immediately  feized  the 
bridge,  on  which  he  placed  his  artillery,  with 
orders  to  fire  while  any  powder  remained.  The 
enemy  retired  on  the  road  to  Breflau,  and  he 
threw  fome  platoons  of  infantry  into  the  houfes 
neareft  the  rivulet  of  Schweidnitz,  that  they 
might  fire  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  during  the 
whole  night,  either  to  keep  up  the  panic  of  the 
vanquifhed,  or  to  prevent  them  from  fending 
troops  on  the  oppofite  fide,  that  might  on  the 
morrow  difpute  the  paffage. 

The  battle  began  at  one  o’clock,  and  it  was 
eight  when  the  king  arrived  with  his  van-guard 
at  Liffa.  When  his  army  engaged  with  the 
Imperialifts,  who  were  faid  to  amount  to  fixty 
thoufand  combatants,  he  was  thirty-three  thou- 
fmd  flrong,  Had  not  night  come  on,  this  battle 
would  have  been  one  of  the  mofl  decifive  of  the 
age. 

The  troops  had  no  time  to  reft.  They  left 
Liffa  (6th)  while  it  was  yet  night,  took  many 
of  the  enemy’s  ftragglers,  and  arrived  about  ten 
o’clock  on  the  banks  of  the  Lohe ;  where,  'in 
defpite  of  the  ftrong  rear-guard  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Serbelloni,  polled  near  Grofs-Mochber, 
ten  battalions  paffed  the  rivulet.  They  were 
formed  in  a  ravin,  flieltered  from  the  Auftrian 
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artillery,  and  huffars  were  fent  behind  the  vil¬ 
lages  and  hamlets,  in  ambufcade,  where  they 
remained  covered,  and  ready  to  aft  whenever 
occafion  (liould  require.  Serbelloni  haftened 
his  retreat  as  much  as  poffible,  and  retired  about 
two  In  the  afternoon  toward  Brellau.  Ziethen, 
with  all  the  huffars,  twenty  fquadrons  of  dra¬ 
goons,  and  fixteen  battalions,  as  fpeedily  fol-' 
lowed.  A  party  of  the  Auftrians  threw  them- 
felves  in  a  diforderly  manner  into  Breflau  ;  and 
this  rear-guard,  Infpired  with  terror,  and  retiring 
in  confufion,  loft  many  men  on  its  march. 
Ziethen  purfued  the  army  of  marfhal  Daun 
through  Borau,  Reichenbach,  and  Kunzendorf, 
to  Reichenau,  where  he  was  joined  by  Fouquet, 
who  came  with  fome  troops  froniGlatz,  and  they 
*  drove  the  Auftrians  thence  into  Bohemia. 

The  king  on  his  fide  formed  the  circumval- 
lation  of  Breflau,  on  the  7th.  Pofts  were  taken 
at  the  fuburb  of  St.  Nicholas,  at  Gabitz,  at  the 
Lehmgruben,  at  Hube,  and  at  Durgenfeh ; 
and,  as  military  reafons  required  the  city  fhould 
be  in  like  manner  inclofed  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Oder,  the  king  fent  orders  to  Wied,  who 
had  been  ill  at  Brieg,  to  leave  this  place  with 
three  battalions,  to  which  were  added  five 
fquadrons,  and  to  take  poft  on  the  grand  caufe- 
way  that  leads  from  Breflau  to  Hundsfeld.  Flere 

he 
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he  intrenched  himfelf  to  the  beft;  of  his  power, 
to  prevent  the  garrifon  from  efcaping  into  Po¬ 
land,  iihould  it  make  the  attempt. 

Preparations  then  were  made  for  a  fiege. 
The  king  drew  ammunition,  artillery,  and  mor¬ 
tars,  of  which  he  flood  in  need,  from  the  fort- 
refles  of  Brieg  and  Neifs.  On  the  loth  fix  bat¬ 
talions  took  pofleffion  of  the  fuburb  of  Ohlau, 
and  fixed  themfelves  at  the  convent  of  the  order 
of  mercy,  from  which  they  drove  the  pandours. 
Forcade  took  poll  in  the  church-yard  of  St. 
Maurice,  where  a  battery  was  raifed  protected 
by  the  walls ;  and,  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
governor,  prince  Ferdinand  of  Pruflia  ereited 
a  battery^  and  threw  up  one  end  of  an  intrench- 
ment,  in  the  fuburb  of  St.  Nicholas,  that  he 
might  be  led  to  believe  the  Pruffians  meant  to 
make  their  attacks  on  that  fide ;  while  Balby 
drew  his  parallel  from  the  church-yard  of  St. 
Maurice,  extending  oppofite  to  the  gate  of 
Schweidnitz.  From  this  parallel  two  grand 
croffing  batteries  direfted  their  fire  on  the 
Tafchen-baftion,  and  on  the  cavalier  by  which 
it  is  commanded.  The  befieged  made  a  poor 
defence.  They  attempted  a  fally  through  the 
fuburb  of  Poland,  on  the  fide  where  Wied  com¬ 
manded,  in  which  they  loft  three  hundred  men. 
On  the  1 6th  a  bomb  by  chance  fet  fire  to  a 
I  powder- 
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jjtowder  magazine  of  the  Tafchen-baftioii.  The 
epaulement  was  blown  up,  and  its  ruins  formed 
a  kind  of  breach.  The  cold  became  fo  fevere 
that  the  governor  dreaded  j  in  defpite  of  his  pre- 
cautionSj  the  moats  being  frozeti,  left  the  Pruf- 
fians  Ihould  make  an  aflault,  and  the  placd  Ihould 
this  way  be  taken;  He  likewife  knew  the  Im¬ 
perial  army  was  driven  into  Bohemia,  and  that 
he  could  exped  no  fuccour.  Thefe  confidera- 
tions  induced  him  to  capitulate ;  and  he  and 
his  whole  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of  war  ; 
on  which  occafion  fourteen  thoufand  men  be- 
fieged  and  captured  feventeen  thoufand;  But 
it  muft  be  remembered  a  part  of  this  garrifon 
confided  of  the  fugitives  of  Leuthen  ;  and  that 
in  general  neither  fortifications  nor  numbers 
defend  a  town,  but  that  all  depends  on  the 
flrength  or  weaknefs  of  the  underflanding  and 
the  courage  of  the  commander. 

We  have  without  interruption  related  the  in¬ 
cidents  of  this  expedition  into  Silefia ;  perhaps 
it  will  not  be  improper  here  to  give  an  abftrad 
of  the  lodes  of  each  party. 

The  Pruffians,  at  the  battle  of  Leuthen,  only 
loft  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty  men  in 
killed  and  wounded ;  becaufe  that  they  there 
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obtained,  the  firfl  attack  excepted,  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  ground. 

The  Auftrians  on  this  day  loft  three  hundred 
and  feven  ofEcers,  twenty-one  thoufand  foldiers, 
one  hundred  and  thirty- four  cannon,  and  fifty- 
nine  pair  of  colours.  Generals  Ziethen  and 
Fouquet  took  two  thoufand  five  hundred  pri- 
foners,  in  purfuit.  The  capture  of  Brellau  coft 
the  enemy  thirteen  generals,  fix  hundred  and 
eighty-fix  officers,  and  feventeen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  thirty-five  common  men.  The 
fum  total  was  forty-one  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  forty-feven,  by  which  the  Imperial  army 
was  enfeebled  on  its  return  into  Bohemia. 

Long,  fevere,  and  painful  as  this  campaign 
had  been,  and  fortunate  as  was  its  conclufion, 
ftill  another  expedition  remained  to  be  under¬ 
taken,  fo  great  were  the  Ioffes  that  had  happened 
in  Sllefia.  The  town  of  Lignitz  muft  be  re¬ 
covered,  where  the  Imperialifts  had  made  in¬ 
undations  and  erefted  works.  Hither  the  king 
fent  Driefen,  who  with  a  corps  of  cavalry  had 
held  the  place  invefted  from  the  1 6th,  and,  on 
the  25th,  Prince  Maurice  came  up,  wdth  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  infantry,  regularly  to  lay  fiege  to 
the  town.  All  was  prepared,  the  artillery 
arrived,  and  Bulow,  whom  Daun  had  appointed 
governor,  preferred  the  prefervation  of  his  gar- 
I  rifon 
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rifon  to  a  defence  which  muft  finally  have  been 
inefficacious.  He  capitulated  on  condition  he 
and  his  troops  had  free  leave  to  depart.  This 
was  willingly  granted,  becaufe  the  men  were 
fatigued  to  excefs,  and  the  ground  was  fo  frozen 
that  it  could  not  be  opened  by  fpade  and  pick¬ 
ax.  The  works  and  fluices  were  rafed,  that, 
fhould  the  enemy  take  it  a  fecond  time,  it 
might  not  haftily  be  put  in  a  ftate  of  defence, 
or  be  made  a  place  of  arms.  The  whole  cavalry 
was  afterward  employed  in  the  blockade  of 
Schweidnitz,  the  fiege  of  which  was  delayed 
till  the  approaching  fpring.  The  corps  of 
Ziethen  formed  a  line  which,  extending  from 
Schmiedeberg  through  Landfhut,  Friedland, 
and  Braunau,  terminated  at  Glatz.  On  the  6th 
of  January  the  troops  went  into  winter  quarters, 
and  the  king  remained  at  Breflau,  that  he 
might  watch  over  affairs  perfonally,  prepare  all 
neceffaries  to  re-complete  the  army  and  put  it 
in  a  good  condition ;  and  that  he  might  early 
commence  the  enfuing  campaign. 

To  conclude  the  hiftory  of  the  events  of  the 
year,  it  ftill  remains  for  us  to  report  what  paffed 
in  Pruffia,  between  marfhals  Lehwald  and 
Apraxin,  and  what  the  Swedes  performed  in 
Pomerania.  Apraxin  approached  the  frontiers 
of  Pruffia  in  the  month  of  June,  at  the  head  of 
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a  hundred  thoufand  meh.  His  main  army 
marched  toward  Grodno,  the  capital  of  Polilh 
I^ithuania.  Fermor,  with  a  corps  of  twenty 
thoufand  men,  aided  by  the  Ruffian  fleet,  laid 
fiege  to  Memel,  which  was  taken  by  capitula¬ 
tion  on  the  5th  of  July.  Lehwald  had  pro- 
pofed  to  defend  the  banks  of  the  Pregel,  and 
had  encamped  at  Infterburg,  whence  he  ob- 
ferved  Apraxin.  After  Memel  had  furrendered, 
the  enemy  penetrated  into  Pruffia,  and  ap¬ 
proached  Infterburg ;  while  Fermor  on  his 
part  inclined  toward  the  Pregel.  This  feemed 
to  be  the  moment  when  Lehwald  ought  to 
have  afted  decifively,  and  to  have  given  battle 
to  one  of  the  generals.  An  opportunity  more 
favourable  perhaps  would  not  prefent  itfelf. 
The  corps  of  Femior,  that  arrived  at  Tilft, 
gave  him  apprehenfions ;  he  feared  being  turn¬ 
ed,  and  retired  to  Welau.  He  had  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  huftars  in  his  army,  amounting  at 
the  utmoft  to  two  thoufand  four  hundred  men  ; 
which  huflars  not  only  made  head  againft  twelve 
thoufand  Tartars  and  Coflacks,  whom  the  Ruf- 
flans  drew  after  them,  but  during  the  whole 
campaign  obtained  many  fignal  advantages  ®ver 
ihei'e  enemies. 

(Auguft.)  After  the  retreat  of  marfhal  Leh¬ 
wald,  Apraxin,  being  under  no  conftraint, 
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joined  Fermor  at  Inflerburg.  The}'-  both  ad¬ 
vanced,  marching  befide  the  Aller,  and  en¬ 
camped  at  Jcegerndorf,  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  P ruffian  army.  The  king  had  given 
full  powers  to  Lehwald  to  act  as  he  fliould 
think  proper ;  as  well  becaufe  of  the  diftance 
of  the  place  as  becaufe  the  parties,  which  often 
hovered  round  the  army  of  the  king,  might 
intercept  difpatches  of  much  confequence.  Leh¬ 
wald,  who  dreaded  left  a  corps  of  Ruffians 
fliould  approach  Kdnigfberg,  the  works  of 
which  were  too  vaft  for  defence,  and  that  the 
place  fliould  be  taken  in  which  were  his  maga¬ 
zines,  while  he  fliould  be  kept  in  awe  by  the 
Ruffian  marlhal,  imagined  he  could  not  more 
effedually  impede  any  fuch  attempt  than  by 
giving  battle  to  the  foe  :  for  which  reafon  he 
determined  to  march  and  attack  him  in  his  camp 
at  Jffigerndorf. 

He  put  himfelf  in  motion  on  the  29th,  and 
inclined  toward  the  wood,  where  he  came 
precifely  upon  the  flank  of  the  Ruffians.  Had 
he  made  his  attack  without  delay,  he  would, 
apparently,  have  been  fuccefsful.  Though  his 
corps  only  amounted  to  twenty-four  thoufand 
men,  he  might  hope  for  the  advantage  be¬ 
caufe  the  Ruffians  were  furprifed  by  his  arrival, 
did  not  exped  an  attack,  and  their  camp  was 
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in  great  confufion.  They  were  befide  ill  polled, 
and  there  was  no  obllacle  to  prevent  his  march¬ 
ing  upon  them  immediately.  What  were  the 
reafons  that  reftrained  him,  and  occalioned  hiin 
to  defer  that  till  the  morrow  which  he  ought 
inftantly  to  have  put  in  execution,  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  fay. 

He  gave  battle  on  the  30th.  The  hulTars 
and  Pruffian  dragoons  made.the  Ruflian  cavalry 
and  the  ColTacks  by  whom  they  were  oppofed 
give  way,  and  drove  them  to  the  camp.  The 
enemy  had  changed  his  pofition,  during  the 
night,  whence  it  refulted  that  the  difpolitions 
made  by  marlhal  Lehwald,  the  day  before,  to 
attack  him  as  he  was  then  polled,  no  longer 
correfponded  with  the  ground.  His  cavalry  of 
the  left  neverthelefs  alTailed  that  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  and  drove  it  to  the  rear  of  its  van.  But 
here  the  PrulTians  met  fo  hot  a  fire  of  artillery 
and  cafe-fliot  that  they  were  obliged  to  rejoin  the 
infantry.  It  w'as  at  this  moment  that  Lehwald 
attacked  a  wood  full  of  abatis,  in  which  the 
Ruffians  had  placed  their  grenadiers.  The 
wood  was  in  the  centre  of  the  army  of  Apraxin; 
the  grenadiers  were  beaten,  and  almoll  cut  off ; 
but  the  intricate  braky  ground  where  this 
action  paffed  concealed  a  manoeuvre,  which  the 
enemy  then  made,  from  the  Pruffians,  and 

which 
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which  became  fatal.  Romanzow  advanced 
with  twenty  battalions  of  the  fecond  line  to  the 
fupport  of  the  grenadiers.  He  took  the  Pruflian 
infantry  in  flank  and  rear.  It  loft  ground  in- 
fenfibly,  and  at  length  was  obliged  to  retire, 
which  it  did  in  good  order,  while  the  dragoons 
and  huflkrs  covered  its  retreat.  This  corps, 
which  was  not  purfued  by  tfte  enemy,  returned 
to  Welau  and  aflumed  its  former  camp.  In  this 
battle  the  marlhal  only  loft,  dead,  wounded, 
and  prifbners,  fourteen  hundred  men,  and  thir¬ 
teen  pieces  of  artillery. 

Apraxin  remained  fome  days  in  his  camp  at 
Jtegerndorf.  On  the  yth  of  September  he  made 
a  feint  of  paffing  the  After,  and  of  marching 
immediately  for  Kdniglberg  ;  but  he  certainly 
could  not  be  very  intent  on  this  expedition ; 
for,  finding  a  Pruflian  corps  that  difputed  the 
palTage  of  the  river,  he  defifted  from  his  at¬ 
tempt.  Ten  days  after  he  fuddenly  decamped 
from  Jsegerndorf,  and  retired  toward  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Poland.  Marlhal  Lehwald,  for  form 
fake,  followed  him  as  far  as  Tilfit,  lefs  with  a 
defign  to  engage  with  the  rear-guard  than  to 
impofe  upon  the  public.  The  difproportion 
of  ttrength  was  too  great  between  the  two  ar¬ 
mies,  and  the  check  the  Pruflians  had  received 
too  recent.  He  obtained  his  wilhes  without  in- 

P  4  curring' 


I 


S,l6  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

curring  any  danger ;  for  the  enemy,  of  his  ow|| 
motion,  retiring  into  Poland,  he  had  but  tp 
fuffer  hirn  tranquilly  to  purfue  his  march. 

Marlhal  Apraxin  evacuated  all  Pruflia,  Me- 
mel  excepted,  of  which  the  Ruffians  remained 
in  poffeffion.  The  Pruffian  army  halted  in 
the  vicinity  of  Tilfit,  too  fortunate  to  be  thus 
cheaply  difencumbered  of  a  foe  fo  formidable. 
But,  though  it  had  efcaped  the  calamities  by 
which  it  was  threatened  for  this  campaign,  it 
\yas  little  probable  it  would  long  enjoy  the  fame 
good  fortune.  Had  marflial  Lehwald  pofleffed 
the  talents  of  prince  Eugene,  how  might  he, 
ultimately,  with  twenty-four  thoufand  Pruffians, 
have  refilled  an  army  of  ahundred  thoufand  men  ? 
The  king  had  too  many  enemies  to  combat, 
and  his  troops  were  too  much  dimipilhed,  for 
him  to  be  able  to  fend  fuccour  to  his  army  of 
Pruffia.  It  was  to  be  feared,  nay  it  might  be 
predifted,  that  the  Ruffians  by  gaining  greater 
knowledge  would  extend  their  views,  corredt 
the  faults  they  had  committed,  and  would,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  campaign,  de¬ 
tach  a  confiderable  corps  pward  the  Viftula, 
which  fhould  expofe  Lehwald  to  the  peril  of 
being  cut  off  from  Pomerani^.  There  was 
every  reafon  to  fear  that,  furrounded  by  enemies 
fo  numerous,  he  would  have  undergone  a  fate 
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fimilar  to  that  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland  ;  with 
this  difference,  that  the  Ruffians,  not  fo  polite  as 
the  French,  would  have  obliged  him  to  lay¬ 
down  his  arms. 

The  Swedes  had  only  made  a  progrefs  in 
Pomerania  becaufe  they  had  met  with  no  refift- 
ance.  They  were  in  poffeffion  of  Anclam, 
Demmin,  and  the  fort  of  Peenamunde,  which 
they  had  taken  after  a  fortnight’s  fiege.  The 
garrifon  of  Stettin  confifted  in  ten  battalions  of 
militia,  that  had  been  raifed  by  the  dates  of 
Pomerania.  Manteufel,  at  the  head  of  four 
battalions,  was  not  in  force  fufficient  to  form 
any  grand  plans.  Should  the  armies  remain 
divided  as  they  then  were,  the  king  would 
incur  the  greateft  rifks  in  Pruffia,  and  at  the 
fame  time  hazard  the  invalion  of  Pomerania 
by  the  Swedes.  He  therefore  refolved  to  con^- 
centrate  his  forces  more  that  he  might  proceed 
with  the  greater  fecurity,  3,nd  to  abandon  the 
extremities,  which  the  number  of  hjs  enemies 
no  longer  permitted  him  to  defend. 

Thefe  motives  induced  him  to  recal  Lehwald 
and  his  army  from  Tilfit.  The  marfhal  imme¬ 
diately  marched  into  Pomerania  againft  the 
Swedes,  whom  he  quickly  diflodged  from  An- 
clam  and  Demmin.  They  were  foon  driven 
under  the  cannon  of  Stralfund,  whence,  nqt 
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thinking  themfelves  in  fafety,  they  retired, 
and  took  refuge  in  the  ille  of  Pvugen.  A  great 
froft  came  on,  by  which  the  arm  of  the  fea 
that  feparates  this  ifland  from  Pomerania  was 
frozen  over.  Marfhal  Lehwald  might  have 
profited  by  the  occafion,  had  not  his  great  age 
prevented  him ;  he  might  have  marched  over 
the  ice  with  his  army,  and  have  deftroyed  all 
thefe  Swedilh  troops.  Such  an  occafion  would, 
at  lead  for  a  time,  have  delivered  the  king  of 
an  enemy  who  made  a  vexatious  diverfion. 
Though  marlhal  Lehwald  did  not  attempt  all 
that  he  might  have  done,  flill  he  made  three 
thoufand  Swedes  prifoners,  in  this  fhort  ex^ 
pedition.  A  detachment  that  he  fent  to  befiegc 
die  fort  of  Peenamunde  did  not  take  the  place 
before  the  month  of  March,  in  the  enfuing 
year. 

The  multifarious  objeffs  that  were  to  be 
attended  to  during  this  campaign  were  im-» 
menfe.  Prefled  to  make  efforts  on  every  fide, 
fuccefs  might  only  be  obtained  by  employing 
the  fame  troops  in  various  places.  Prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  was  in  want  of  cavalry 
for  his  army,  and  this  muft  neceflarily  be  fent 
him  for  the  enterprife  he  meditated.  As  it  was 
for  the  benefit  of  the  king  that  the  French  Ihould 
be  driven  from  Lower  Saxony  and  the  Lower 
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Rhine,  that  he  might  contribute  on  his  part 
as  much  as  his  fituation  would  permit,  he  de¬ 
tached  ten  fquadrons  of  dragoons  and  five  of 
huflars  from  the  army  of  marlfial  Lehwald,  with 
orders  to  join  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick 
at  Stade.  The  prince  immediately  made  an 
attempt  on  Zell  which  was  unfuccefsful ;  firfl; 
becaufp  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  having  fore- 
feen  his  intention,  prevented  him  from  pafling 
the  Aller ;  and  again,  becaufe  this  barren  coun¬ 
try,  which  produced  nothing  but  heath,  could 
not  furnifh  him  with  fubfiftence. 

Notwithffcanding  this  defign  failed,  he  foon 
after  took  Harburg.  The  king  afterward  cort- 
certed  with  him  the  plan  of  his  campaign. 
His  advice  was  that  the  allies  fliould  incline  for 
the  Wefer,  and  for  two  reafons.  The  firft,  that 
they  ought  not  to  ruin  the  capitals  of  the  eledor- 
ate  of  Hanover  and  the  dutchy  of  Brunfwick,  by 
laying  fiege  to  them  for  their  recovery :  thefecond 
was  to  infpire  the  French  with  the  fear  of  being 
cut  off  from  the  Rhine,  which  would  induce  them 
>vilfully  to  evacuate  thefe  provinces  ;  efpecially 
if  a  detachment  of  Pruffians  fliould,  at  the  fame 
time,  appear  on  the  fide  of  Brunswick.  Prince 
Henry,  who  had  remained  in  Saxony  for  the 
cure  of  the  wound  which  he  had  received  at 
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Rofbach,  was  to  command  this  detachment, 
The  plan  was  well  laid,  and  we  lhall  fee, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  following  cam* 
paign,  the  fuccefs  which  accompanied  prince 
p'erdinand  in  its  execution, 
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CHAP.  VII. 

'The  Winter  of  1757  to  1758. 

Never  was  campaign  more  fruitful  in 
fudden  changes  than  that  the  hiftory  of 
which  we  have  juft  concluded.  That  chance 
which  prehdes  over  the  incidents  of  war  had 
infolently  fported  with  the  deftiny  of  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers.  At  one  time  it  had  beftowed 
on  Pruflia  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs  ;  at  another 
it  had  hurled  her  headlong  into  an  abyfs  of 
miferies.  The  Ruffians  had  gained  a  battle  in 
Pruffia,  yet  had  retreated  as  if  they  had  been 
vanquilhed.  The  French,  on  the  point  of  dif¬ 
arming  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  appeared  to 
be  the  umpires  of  Germany  :  yet  fcarcely  had 
this  news  time  to  be  rumoured  throughout 
Europe,  before  the  defeat  of  one  of  their  armies 
was  publiftied,  and  the  refurrecftion  of  the  army 
of  the  duke,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  for  ever 
extind,  was  beheld.  Such  a  fucceffidn  of  deci- 
five  yet  contradiftory  events  had  as  it  were 
ftupified  Europe.  Incertitude  was  feen  to  at¬ 
tend  projeftors ;  defigns  were  no  fooner  con¬ 
ceived  than  overthrown,  and  armies  were  almoft 
deftroyed  in  a  fingle  day. 
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Some  moments  of  tranquillity  were  requifitd 
for  the  minds  of  men  to  recover  their  recol- 
ledtion,  and  that  each  power  might  coolly  con- 
lider  its  aftual  fituation.  Here  were  beheld  the 
burning  defire  of  vengeance,  wounded  ambi¬ 
tion,  vexation,  and  defpair,  arming  the  hand 
of  emperors  and  of  kings  who  formed  the 
grand  alliance.  There  was  feen  the  neceffity 
of  continuing  war;  and  rays  of  hope  (hone 
forth  on  Prulfia,  inducing  her  to  exert  herutmoft 
efforts  for  felf-defence.  Renovated  fermenta¬ 
tion  gave  a  renovated  degree  of  aflivity  to 
politics  and  to  courts.  Each  prepared  to  carry' 
on  the  war  with  additional  obftinacy,  fury,  and 
deftruftion. 

Such  is  the  general  pidure  of  the  paffions 
which  agitated  kings  and  their  minifters.  The 
nature  of  this  work  requires  us  to  enter  into 
the  moft  circumftantial  details;  and  that  we 
fhould  take  a  fucceffive  retrofpect  of  all  the 
courts  of  Europe,  that  we  may  diftinftly  figure 
to  ourfelves  what  was  paffing  in  each. 

During  the  laft  autumn  a  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  Britifh  miniftry.  Fox,  who  had  in- 
trudingly  been  made  a  member  of  it  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  faw 
himfelf  unable  to  maintain  his  ftation  againfl 
the  oppofing  party.  He  refolved  voluntarily 
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to  refign,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Pitt,  whofc 
eloquence  and  high  genius  had  rendered  him 
the  idol  of  the  nation.  He  was  the  greateft 
man  in  England.  He  had  fubjugated  the 
houfe  of  commons  by  the  force  of  oratory,  over 
which  he  reigned,  and  of  which  he  might  be 
pronounced  the  foul.  Having  taken  the  helm, 
he  applied  the  whole  extent  of  his  genius  to  ren¬ 
der  his  country  queen  of  the  ocean,  and  like  a 
great  man  thought  the  convention  of  Clofter-Se- 
ven  difgraceful,  which  he  regarded  as  opprobri¬ 
ous  to  England.  His  firft  fteps  in  his  new  career 
all  tended  to  abolifli  the  very  remembrance  of 
this  (hameful  treaty.  He  it  was  who  propofed 
to  reinforce  the  troops  of  Germany  by  an  Eng- 
lifli  corps,  which  corps  effectually  joined  them 
in  the  year  1758.  He  ftill  farther  judged  it 
conducive  to  the  nation’s  glory  to  renew  the 
alliances  that  had  been  contracted,  as  well  with 
the  king  of  Pruffia  as  with  other  princes  of 
Germany.  He  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
king,  by  one  article  of  which  the  king  of  Eng¬ 
land  engaged  to  pay  the  king  of  Pruffia  an  an¬ 
nual  fublidy  of  four  millions  of  crowns,  which 
was  continued  to  the  year  1761.  The  king  faw 
himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  accepting  this 
fublidy,  which  otherwife  was  repugnant  to  his 
manner  of  thinking.  But  the  French  had  de- 
fpoiled  him  of  the  provinces  he  poffelTed  on  the 

Lower 
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Lower  Rhine,  and  he  was  on  the  eve  of  beholding 
Pmflia  invaded  by  the  Ruffians,  whom  he  was  the 
lefs  enabled  to  impede  fince  marfhal  Lehwald 
had  been  obliged  to  haften  into  Pomg^ania,  and 
oppofe  the  Swedes*  This  fubfidy  was  befide 
the  only  fuccour  that  might  be  obtained  from 
England,  fince  fhe  had  various  times  declined 
the  requeft  that  had  been  made  to  fend  a  fqua<- 
dron  into  the  Baltic. 

Pitt,  about  this  time,  lent  Sir  Robert  Keith 
into  Ruffia,  there  to  counteract  the  intrigues  of 
the  French  and  Auftrian  faCtion,  and  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  remove  the  film  from  the  eyes  of  the 
cmprefs,  blinded  by  the  prejudices  with  which 
fhe  had  been  infpired  againft  the  king  of  Pruffiai 
Mr.  Goderick*  departed  with  fimilar  views  for 
Sweden  ;  but  the  French  party,  who  defpotically 
governed  the  fenate  of  Stockholm,  put  every 
fpring  in  aCtion  to  interdict  all  entrance  into 
the  kingdom  to  this  Englilhmah.  Goderich 
remained  in  Denmark,  and  the  fenators  ap¬ 
plauded  themfelves  for  having  prevented  the 
money  of  England  from  overturning  their 
fyllem.  While  Pitt  was  taking  meafures  fa 
proper  refpeCting  politics,  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  abounded  with  fhips ;  plans  for  war 
by  land  and  fea  were  conceited,  and  new 

*  Read — Sir  John  Goodricke.  T. 
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activity  reanimated  every  branch  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

Keith,  who  in  the  interim  had  arrived  at 
f  eterfburg,  found  not  the  court  in  a  difpofition 
favourable  to  liften  to  the  purport  of  his  embalfy. 
The  ambalTadors  of  Auftria,  France,  and  Saxony, 
were  there  all  puilfant.  By  the  aid  of  their  in¬ 
trigues,  and  the  profulion  of  their  bribes,  they 
had  gained  the  favourite  of  Elizabeth,  who 
then  governed  the  emprefs,  confequently  the 
empire^  The  ambafladors,  difgufted  with  the 
Imall  progrefs  of  the  Ruffian  army,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  with  its  retreat,  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft 
campaign,  endeavoured  to  animate  the  mind 
of  the  emprefs  with  their  own  warlike  enthu- 
iiafm,  and  excited  her  to  make  ftill  greater  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  coming  year  than  fhe  had  done  in 
the  paft.  They  perceived  that  their  intentions 
were  fecretly  traverfed  by  the  grand  chancellor 
Beftlrchef,  and  they  determined  his  downfal, 
ih  which  they  were  effectually  fuccefsful. 

We  have  in  this  work  depided  eount  Beflu- 
chef  as  a  man  Who  had  changed  paffion  into 
principle,  and  had  become  the  fworn  enemy 
of  Pruffia  :  but  he  renounced  his  fyftem  that 
he  might  pleafe  the  grand  duke,  who  he  fore- 
faw  would  foon  afcend  the  throne.  He  gave 

Q.  inftrudions 
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infl;ru6lions  to  m^fhal  Apraxin  in  a  manner  as 
favourable  as  circumftances  would  permit, 
and  this  was  the  foie  caufe  that  the  Ruffians 
evacuated  the  Hates  of  the  king  at  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign.  Beftuchef  was  encouraged  in 
this  conduct  by  the  counfels  of  the  grand  duke 
and  grand  dutchefs  of  Ruffia,  who  mutually 
entertained  the  moft  favourable  fentiments  of 
the  caufe  of  the  king.  The  grand  duke, 
by  birth  prince  of  Holftein,  had  acquired  from 
the  hiftory  of  his  anceftors  an  implacable  hatred 
againft  the  Danes,  occafioned  by  the  injuftice 
the  kings  of  Denmark  had  committed  on  his 
family.  Fearing  the  affairs  of  the  king  might 
oblige  him  to  an  alliance  with  the  Danes,  he- 
offered  his  credit,  and  every  fervice  he  could 
render  him  in  Ruffia,  provided  he  would  not 
enter  into  any  engagement  with  thefe  con- 
ftant  enemies  of  Holftein.  His  offers  were  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  king,  who  promifed  to  enter  into 
no  treaty  with  Denmark ;  and,  chough  this 
condefcenfion  was  of  no  prefent  advantage,  it 
will  hereafter  be  feen  that  it  was  this  his  clofe 
connection  with  the  grand  duke  of  Ruffia  that 
overthrew  the  vaft  projects  of  Auftria. 

Flowever  fecret  all  thefe  affairs  might  be  kept, 
ftill  fomething  was  perceived  :  the  ambaffadors 
of  France  and  Auftria  faw  the  condud  of  the 

grand 
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grand  chancellor  vary.  They  obtained  cogni¬ 
zance  of  the  orders  that  had  been  expedited  to 
marfhal  Apraxin,  and  employed  the  favourite 
of  the  emprefs  to  effedf  the  fall  of  the  minifter, 
and  to  afford  every  kind  of  contrariety  to  the 
court  of  the  grand  duke.  From  that  moment 
all  bowed  before  thefe  ambaffadors  in  RufTia, 
and  they  drove  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  into  vio¬ 
lent  meafures  that  were  little  conformable  to  the 
true  interefts  of  her  empire. 

The  court  of  Vienna  had  received  fhocks 
fo  violent,  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign, 
that  its  fortitude  began  to  be  fliaken,  Auftria 
had  fuppofed  the  war  was  almoft  terminated, 
and  regarded  the  conqueft  of  Silefia  as  accom- 
plifhed.  Suddenly  deprived  of  thefe  flattering 
hopes,  fhe  had  beheld  her  army  ruined,  and 
its  fhattered  remains  with  difficulty  efcaping  into 
Bohemia.  Misfortunes  fo  unexpefted  relaxed 
her  ardour  for  war,  andfo  many  projefts  rendered 
abortive  diminifhed  her  diflike,  or  rather  her 
infurmountable  averfion,  to  peace.  The  ftyle 
of  her  chancery,  and  the  memorials  of  Ratifbon, 
became  milder,  but  bitternefs  and  rudenefs  re^' 
vived  with  renovating  hope.  While  the  firft 
impreffions  of  misfortune  were  ftrong,  the  em¬ 
prefs  queen  wifhed  fome  intercourfe  with  the 
king;  whether  it  were  to  begin  a  negotiation, 

0^2  or 
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or  to  acquire  the  honour  of  magnanimitf. 
Count  Kaunitz  informed  the  king  of  an  ima¬ 
ginary  confpiracy  againft  him,  entered  into  by 
two  Neapolitans  and  a  Milanefe.  The  king, 
replied  he  was  obliged  to  the  emprefs  queen  for 
the  information  flie  had  been  pleafed  to  give 
him ;  but  as  there  were  two  modes  of  alTaflina- 
tion,  the  one  by  the  poniard,  the  other  by  inju¬ 
rious  and  dilhonourable  writings,  he  affiired  her 
majefly  that  he  concerned  himfelf  little  with  the 
firft,  but  that  his  feelings  were  infinitely  more 
llrong  refpefting  the  fecond.  This  did  not 
prevent  indecency  and  fcandal  from  being  con¬ 
tinued  in  thefe  writings ;  nor  even  from  in- 
creafing,  according  as  fuccefs  favoured  the 
arms  of  Auftria. 

France  heard  with  chagrin  of  the  pacific  pro- 
pcnfities  of  the  emprefs  queen,'  becaufe  that  the 
defedion  of  Auftria  would  have  been  very  con- 
fiderably  prejudicial  to  her  affairs,  while  fhe 
fhould  continue  at  war  with  theEnglifh  by  fea  and 
land.  Louis  XV.  piqued  at  the  difgrace  which  the 
battle  of  Rofbach  had  inflided,  hoped  by  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  war  to  find  opportunity  of  revenge;, 
and  the  minifters  of  France  laboured,  at  Vienna,, 
with  infinite  application,  to  inflame  the  paflions 
that  began  to  be  calmed  at  that  court.  The  fhame 
of  a  great  power  being  abafed  by  a  petty  prince 

Avas 
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was  what  weighed  mofl;  on  the  mind  of  the 
cmprefs.  Ancient  animofity  againft  Pruflia 
was  awakened ;  all  difpofitions  toward  peace 
vanifhed ;  and  the  connexions  of  friendlhip 
and  intelligence  between  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Verfailles  became  more  than  ever  intimate. 
Thus,  far  from  the  powers  with  which  Pruflia 
was  at  war  being  repulfed  by  her  fuccefs,  they 
undertook  to  redouble  their  efforts,  that  they  . 
might  appear  fuperlatively  formidable  and 
dangerous,  at  the  opening  of  the  enfuing  cam¬ 
paign. 

The  king  likewife  took  fimilar  meafures  for 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  army,  during  winter, 
that  it  might  be  enabled  to  aX  with  vigour. 
The  lolfes  that  had  refulted  from  feven  pitched 
battles,  which  the  Pruflfians  had  fought,  were  to 
be  repaired.  But  the  ravages  of  war  were  un¬ 
equal  to  the  ravages  which  epidemical  difeafe 
made  in  the  hofpitals.  The  difeafe  we  fpeak 
of  was  a  fpecies  of  inflammatory  fever,  accom¬ 
panied  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  plague. 
The  fick  became  delirious  on  the  day  they 
were  attacked.  Carbuncles  appeared  on  the 
neck,  and  under  the  arm-pits.  Whether  they 
were  or  were  not  bled  it  was  the  fame  ;  death 
carried  off  all  thofe  without  diftinXion  who. 
were  attacked  by  this  malady  ;  the  venom  of 

3  which 
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which  was  fo  violent,^  its  progrefs  fo  rapid,  and 
its  efFefts  fo  prompt,  that  the  patient  in  three 
days  was  in  the  grave.  Reforc  was  ineife<5lually 
had  to  every  kind  of  remedy.  At  length  eme¬ 
tics  *  were  employed,  and  fucceeded.  Three 
grains  were  dilfolved  in  a  meafure  of  water, 
the  lick  were  made  to  drink  till  the  dofe 
began  to  operate,  and  this  was  found  to  be  a 
fovereign  fpecific  againft  the  difeafe ;  for,  after 
it  was  brought  into  ufe,  fcarcely  three  out  of  a 
hundred  died.  The  caufes  of  the  difeafe,  no 
doubt,  were  perfpiration  impeded  by  cold,  and 
indigeftion  occafioned  by  bad  food.  Powerful 
evacuations  only  were  found  effectual. 

Though  the  Ioffes  of  the  army  in  the  hofpi- 
tals  were  confiderable,  fufficient  recruits  ftill 
were  colledled,  during  winter,  to  fill  up  thefe 
Ioffes ;  but  it  was  impoffible  to  employ  them 
in  the  fpring,  becaufe  that  mofc  of  them  were 
peafants,  whom  it  was  neceffary  to  exercife 
and  difcipline  ;  and  the  campaign  began  early. 

The  royal  houfe  this  year  loft  the  queen 
mother.  The  fatal  news  was  received  by  the 
king  after  the  battle  of  Kolin,  and  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  fortune  was  moft  averfe  to  Pruffia. 
His  majefty  was  deeply  affeded.  He  had 

*  On  eu  recours  a  I'  imetique.  Bj  this  phrafe  the  royat 
author  probably  means  fome  preparation  of  antimony.  T, 
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venerated  and  adored  this  princefsj  as  a  tender 
mother,  whofe  virtues  and  great  qualities  were 
the  admiration  of  thofe  who  had  the  happinefs 
to  approach  her.  Her  death  did  not  occafion  a 
ceremonious  mourning ;  it  was  in  this  inftanice 
a  public  calamity.  The  great  regretted  her 
eafy  and  gracious  affability,  men  of  a  fubordi- 
nate  rank  her  clemency,  the  poor  their  loft  re¬ 
fuge,  the  unfortunate  their  late  refource,  men 
of  letters  their  proteftrefs,  and  every  branch 
of  her  family  that  had  the  honour  to  be  neareft 
her  perfon  imagined  a  part  of  themfelves  was 
deceafed,  and  were  more  fenfible  than  fhe  her- 
felf  was  of  the  ftroke  of  death. 

In  the  fame  year  died  the  fultan  Ofmaiv 
His  fucceffor  had  the  charafter  of  being  a 
more  bold  and  enterprifing  monarch.  The 
rumour  of  his  reputation,  on  his  acceffion  to 
the  throne,  rekindled  all  the  intrigues  of  the 
Prufiian  ambaffador  at  the  Porte.  The  fieur 
von  Rexin  wifhed  to  be  admitted  to  an  audi¬ 
ence  with  the  grand  feignior ;  this  favour  he 
had  more  than  a  year  been  interceding  to  ob¬ 
tain,  for  till  it  was  obtained  he  could  not  begin 
thofe  negotiations  with  which  he  had  been 
charged  with  the  grand  vizir  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers  of  the  Divan.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
work  we  fliall  fee  the  various  forms  this  nego- 
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tiation  affumed,  andfihall  have  occafion  to  remark, 
how  little  proper  oriental  nations  are  to  purfue 
the  principles  pf  good  and  wholefome  policy. 
This  defed;  principally  arifes  from  their  great 
ignorance  of  the  interefts  of  the  monarchs  of 
Europe,  from  the  venality  of  the  people,  and 
from  the  vices  of  government,  which  fubjedt 
every  thing  that  relates  to  peace  and  war  to  the 
decilions  of  the  muphti,  without  whofe  fetfa  it 
is  impoffible  to  put  the  Ottoman  troops  in 
motion. 


CHAP. 
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Campaign  of  1758. 


(February. 


>P 


IRINCE  Ferclinand  of  Rrunf- 
wick  was  the  fiiil;  who  this- 
year  took  the  field.  The  talk  he  had  to  per¬ 
form  was  difficult.  It  was  nothing  lefs  than  to 
expel  eighty  thoufand  F rench  from  Lower  Saxony 
and  Weftphalia,  with  thirty  thoufand  Hano¬ 
verians,  who  three  months  before  had  been 
ready  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  fign  a  dif- 
graceful  treaty.  He  detached  a  corps,  on  the 
Wefer,  which  took  Verden  ;  and  another,  under 
the  hereditary  prince,  that  marched  on  each  fide 
of  the  river,  to  gain  Hoya,  on  which  place  by 
the  efforts  of  valour  and  good  conduft  this 
young  hero  feized.  Scarcely  was  St.  Germain 
informed  of  the  progrefs  he  had  made  before  he 
evacuated  Bremen,  where  he  had  a  garrifon  of 
twelve  battalions,  and,  with  fourteen  others  that 
had  wintered  in  the  vicinity,  took  the  road  to 
Weflphalia. 

(March.)  While  the  hereditary  prince  feized 
on  Hoya,  the  bridge  of  which  over  the  Wefer 
was  of  importance  to  the  allies,  prince  Ferdinand 
of  Brunfwick  pafTed  the  Aller  with  the  main 

army. 


23+  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS. 

army.  Beufl,  who  led  the  van- guard,  furprifed 
and  took  the  regiment  of  Polerefky,  in  the  \d- 
cinage  of  Hanover.  This  accident,  added  to 
the  march  of  prince  Henry  who  approached  the 
town  of  Brunfwick  through  the  diftrifts  of 
Mansfeld  and  Hildeflieim,  difconcerted  the 
French  generals,  and  made  the  count  de  Cler¬ 
mont,  who  had  taken  the  command  inftead  of 
the  duke  de  Richelieu,  determine  at  once  to  eva¬ 
cuate  Brunfwick,  Wolfenbuttle,  and  Hanover. 
Prince  Ferdinand  marched  immediately  for 
Minden ;  where,  having  joined  the  detach¬ 
ments  from  the  Wefer,  he  belieged  that  place 
with  the  main  army.  The  count  de  Clermont 
paffed  the  W efer  at  Hameln,  and  fent  de  Broglio 
into  the  vicinage  of  Buckeburg,  for  the  relief  of 
Minden ;  but,  finding  no  opportunity  of  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  againft  the  allies,  this  gene¬ 
ral  did  but  remain  a  fpedator  of  the  capture  of 
the  town,  the  garrifon  of  which  furrendered  pri- 
foners  of  war. 

After  the  capture  of  Minden,  de  Broglio 
turned  toward  Paderborn,  to  rejoin  the  prince 
of  Clermont ;  and  the  army  of  the  allies  marched 
to  Bielefeld.  The  French,  confounded  by  this 
fudden  revolution  in  their  affairs,  evacuated 
Lippftadt,  Hamm,  and  Munfter.  The  count 
de  Cierm.ont,  who  had  no  longer  any  footing  in 

Germany, 
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Germany^  repaffed  the  Rhine  at  Wefel,  and  can¬ 
toned  his  army  on  the  oppofite  (hore.  Prince 
Ferdinand  halted  at  Munfter  (April)  and  fent 
his  troops  into  the  environs  that  they  might  have 
time  to  recover  from  the  fatigues  they  had  fuf- 
tained,  by  continual  operations  in  a  feafon  fo 
early  and  fo  fevere.  The  allies  took  eleven 
thoufand  French  prifonerSj  during  this  fliort 
expedition,  which  can  only  be  compared  to  the 
famous  campaign  of  marfhal  de  Turenne,  when, 
penetrating  through  Thann  and  Befort,  he 
furprifed  the  Tmperialifts,  who  were  fcattered  in 
their  quarters  in  Alfatia,  and  obliged  them  to 
repafs  the  Rhine. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  prince  Ferdinand  crofled 
this  river  with  his  army  below  Emmerich.  Fie 
had  bribed  fome  Dutch  boatmen,  but  who  would 
not  however  engage  to  conftruft  a  bridge,  ex¬ 
cept  on  the  territories  of  the  republic.  From 
thence  he  prefently  advanced  into  the  country  of 
Cleves.  Some  French  troops  were  furprifed  in 
their  quarters,  but  moft  of  them  joined  the  army 
which  had  aflembled  near  Crefeld.  Prifice 
Ferdinand  occupied  the  town  of  Cleves.  He 
left  fome  troops  under  the  command  of  Imhof, 
to  cover  his  bridge  of  Emmerich ;  he  then 
proceeded  with  the  allied  army  up  the  left  fhore 
of  the  Rhine;  and-,  on  the  20th  of  the  month. 
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came  within  a  day’s  march  of  the  count  de 
Clermont.  He  had  refolved  to  attack  the 
French  army,  in  the  hope  that,  fliould  he  gain 
a  complete  viftory,  he  might  recover  Wefel, 
and  tranlport  the  theatre  of  the  war  beyond  the 
Rhine.  For  this  purpofe  the  prince  caufed 
Wangenheim  to  join  him,  who  had  been  toward 
Kaiferfwerth ;  after  the  junflion  he  marched  for 
Clofler  camp.  On  his  approach,  St.  Germain 
abandoned  the  town  of  Crefeld,  and  retired  a 
mile  in  the  rear,  that  he  might  draw  near  the 
count  de  Clermont,  who  then  encamped  at  Nuys. 
He  joined  the  count  at  Vifchern. 

It  was  on  the  23d  of  June  that  prince  Fer¬ 
dinand  quitted  his  camp  of  Haft  and  Kempen 
to  attack  de  Clermont.  He  divided  his  army 
into  three  corps  ;  one,  under  the  command  of 
Wangenheim,  prefented  itfelf  in  the  front  of  the 
foe,  to  hold  him  in  awe ;  while  the  main  body  of 
the  allies,  turning  the  left  of  the  French,  pre¬ 
fented  itfelf  on  their  flank,  between  Vifchern 
and  Anrodt.  In  this  part,  behind  a  rivulet, 
there  was  a  bulwark,  or  Landwehr^  by  which 
the  French  profited  to  take  poft ;  but,  after 
a  fevere  conflict,  they  were  diflodged  by  the 
infantry  of  the  allies.  The  French  carabineers 
haftened  to  the  fupport  of  their  infantry ;  and 
their  leader,  the  count  de  Gifors,  ardently  at- 
7  tacked 
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tacked  the  infantry  of  prince  Ferdinand.  The 
count  was  llain,  and  his  difeouraged  troops  took 
to  flight.  The  prince  of  Holftein  then  fell  on, 
with  the  Pruflian  dragoons,  and  completed  the 
rout.  During  this  fliock,  the  hereditary  prince, 
with  a  part  of  the  right  of  the  allies,  had  gained 
upon  the  rear  of  the  French.  The  manoeuvre 
completely  difconcerted  the  count  de  Clermont; 
who,  imagining  himfelf  on  the  point  of  being 
attacked  in  front  by  Wangenheim,  while  he  was 
taken  in  flank  by  prince  Ferdinand,  and  in 
momentary  danger  of  being  totally  turned  by 
the  hereditary  prince,  abandoned  the  field  of 
battle,  and  retired  to  Nuys,  then  to  Weringhen, 
and  afterward  to  Cologn. 

That  he  might  profit  by  victory,  prince 
Ferdinand  detached  the  hereditary  prince,  who 
took  Ruremonde  by  capitulation,  and  fent  parties 
forward  to  the  very  gates  of  Bruflels,  while 
Wangenheim,  who  had  been  ordered  to  march 
with  four  battalions  into  the  dutchy  of  Bergen, 
befieged  DuflTeldorf,  in  which  there  were  eight 
battalions.  The  town  furrendered,  by  capitu¬ 
lation,  on  the  8th  of  July.  Here  a  confider- 
able  magazine  appertaining  to  the  French  was 
found. 

Prince  Ferdinand  however,  being;  informed 
that  the  enemy  was  colleding  forces  to  oppofc 

him. 
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him,  called  in  the  corps  of  the  hereditary  prince 
to  the  convent  of  St.  Nicholas,  where  he  en¬ 
camped.  This  commencement  of  de  Clermont 
induced  the  court  of  Verfailles  to  recal  him, 
and  to  fend  marfhal  de  Contades  to  take  the 
command.  The  marflral  immediately  ordered 
the  army  to  advance,  that  it  might  recover  its 
loft  confidence.  M.  de  Chevert,  in  the  mean 
time,  being  at  Wefel,  where  the  French  had  a 
numerous  garrifon,  left  the  place  with  a  con- 
fiderable  corps  to  combat  Imhof,  who  guarded 
the  bridge  of  the  allies,  near  Emmerich.  Of 
this  the  general  received  information,  and  with 
his  whole  corps  put  himfelf  in  ambufcade,  on 
the  road  by  which  de  Chevert  was  to  pafs  j  beat 
the  foe,  and  took  many  prifoners. 

The  fuccefs  of  prince  Ferdinand  would  have 
prevented  the  French  from  repafling  the  Rhine, 
and  might  have  accomplifhed  the  capture  of 
Wefel  toward  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  had 
he  not  by  a  diverfion  been  obliged  himfelf  to 
pafs  this  river,  that  he  might  reinftate  the  affairs 
of  Heffe  and  Lower  Saxony.  On  the  eleventh 
of  July  the  prince  de  Soubife  had  put  himfelf 
in  motion ;  and  had  been  joined  at  Hanau  by 
fifteen  thoufand  of  the  troops  of  Wurtemberg, 
Prince  Ferdinand  had  left  the  prince  of  Yfen- 
burg  in  Heffe,  with  about  feven  thoufand  men. 
6  This 
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This  prince  retired  toMarbourg,  at  the  approach 
of  the  French  van- guard,  commanded  by  de 
Broglio,  and  paffed  the  Fulda.  The  French  at-- 
tacked  him  in  the  pofition  he  had  taken,  near 
Sangerhaufen,  and  after  a  combat  of  fix  hours 
he  was  obliged  to  cede  to  numbers.  He  re¬ 
tired  to  Eimbeck,  and  eftablilhed  himfelf  among 
the  hills,  confining  his  manoeuvres  to  the  pre- 
ferving  of  a  communication  with  Hanover. 

Finding  no  refiftance,  the  prince  de  Soubifo 
then  feized  on  Nordheim,  Munden,  and  Got¬ 
tingen.  De  Contades  (Auguft)  who  fuppofed 
the  diverfion  of  de  Soubife  would  foon  oblige 
the  allies  to  retreat,  advanced  in  perfon,  and 
even  occupied  the  poft  of  Brugen,  which  was 
on  their  left.  But  prince  Ferdinand,  who  might 
not  fuffer  this  dangerous  neighbourhood,  fent 
the  hereditary  prince  to  diflodge  the  French. 
He  afterward  refolved  to  retreat  toward  the  Niers, 
that  he  might  approach  the  fuccour  that  was 
coming  from  England.  The  French  made  a 
fimilar  march,  but  were  anticipated  by  the 
allies.  Prince  Ferdinand,  who  perceived  the 
only  means  of  maintaining  himfelf  beyond  the 
Rhine  was  a  vidory  over  de  Contades,  made  dif- 
pofitions  for  battle ;  but  the  marlhal  did  not 
think  proper  to^  rilk  an  adion,  and  retired  to 
Dalen.  Prince  Ferdinand  then  marched  for 
,  Wachtendonk, 
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Wachtendonk,  from  which  the  hereditary  princej: 
who  led  the  van-guard,  drove  the  French,  and 
die  whole  army  eroded  the  Niers. 

Prince  Ferdinand,  incapable  of  longer  main¬ 
taining  himfelf  and  army  beyond  the  Rhine, 
withdrew  the  garrifon  from  Ruremonde,  which 
found  means  to  efcape  at  the  very  time  that 
the  place  was  fummoned  by  the  foe.  The 
w'hole  army  pafled  the  Rhine,  over  its  bridge 
at  Griethaufen,  between  the  8th  and  loth  of 
Auguft.  It  was  neceffary  to  evacuate  DulTel- 
dorf  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  the  governor  Har- 
denberg  diligently  marched  to  Lippftadt  there 
to  defend  that  important  poll.  The  French  a 
few  days  after  paffed  the  Rhine,  and  extended 
as  far  as  Dorften,  being  covered  by  the  Lippe. 

On  the  14th,  prince  Ferdinand  was  joined  at 
Bockholt  by  twelve  thoufand  Englifh,  under 
the  duke  of  Marlborough.  Marlhal  de  Con- 
tades  was,  at  the  fame  time,  reinforced  in  his 
camp  of  Halteren,  by  between  five  and  fix 
thoufand  Saxons,  whom  the  Auftrians  had  af- 
fembled  in  Hungary,  and  who  were  commanded 
by  prince  Xavier,  fecond  fon  of  the  king  of 
Poland.  Prince  Ferdinand  detached  Imhof  to 
Crefeld,  and  M.  von  Poll  to  Dalmen  ;  and  far^ 
ther,  in  confequence  of  the  motions  of  the  ene¬ 
my  toward  Lunen,  the  hereditary  prince  was 
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‘detAched  to  reinforce  the  corps  at  Dalmem 
Prince  Ferdinand  quickly  followed  with  the 
army,  and  the  hereditary  prince  obliged  the 
French  to  retreat  to  Halteren.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  it  was  thought  proper  to  detach 
Oberg,  with  a  corps  of  nine  thoufand  men,  to 
pafs  the  Lippe,  and  march  into  the  biflioprick 
of  Paderborn ;  as  well  to  interrupt  the  com¬ 
munication  of  the  two  French  armies,  as  to  be 
ready,  (hould  there  be  any  neeeffity,  to  aid  the 
prince  of  Y fenburgi 

In  the  rneaii  time,  and  while  the  prince  of 
Yfenburg  remained  near  Eimbeck,  de  Soubife 
had  taken  Gaflel,  Gdttingeii,  and  fome  places 
on  the  Werra,  He  then  formed  the  projedt  of 
feizing  on  Hameln  (September),  but-  from  this 
he  was  obliged  to  defift,  when  he  underftood  that 
prince  Ferdinand  had  repalfed  the  Rhine.  He 
afterward  evacuated  Munden,  Gottingenj  and 
all  the  places  he  had  occupied  in  the  country  of 
Hanovetj  that  he  might  ftrengthen  himfelf  on 
the  Diemel.  In  this  pofition  he  remained  till 
the  5th  of  September ;  and,  leaving  only  M; 
du  Mefnil  on  the  Diemel  to  oppofe  the  corps 
under  Oberg,  he  fucceflively  advanced  to 
Munden,  Gottingen,  and  Nordheim^  Onr  the 
eleventh,  the  prince  of  Yfenburg  was  obliged  to 
quit  Eimbeck,  at  the  approach  of  the  French, 
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and  retire  to  Coppenbrugge,  where  he  was 
joined  by  fome  regiments  from  the  army  of  the 
allies;  after  which  he,  in  conjunftionwith  Oberg, 
advanced  on  Holzmunden.  This  manoeuvre 
made  de  Soubife,  who  was  at  Gottingen,  jippre- 
hend  he  Ihould  be  cut  olf  from  Caflel ;  and, 
immediately  withdrawing  his  corps,  he  diligently 
returned  into  HelTe.  The  allies  and  the  French 
arrived  nearly  at  the  fame  time  before  Caflel, 
where  they  encamped  in  prefence  of  each 
other. 

All  thefc  motions  had  no  influence  on  the 
operations  of  prince  Ferdinand ;  he  purfued 
his  purpofe,  which  was  to  obferve  the  army  of 
de  Contades.  The  French,  having  vainly  at¬ 
tempted  to  furprife  the  hereditary  prince,  at 
Halteren,  and  having  been  there  repulfed  with 
confiderable  lofs,  turned  their  views  elfewhere. 
De  Contades  detached  M.  de  Chevert  (Odober 
ifb)  with  twenty  tlioufand  men,  to  join  the 
prince  de  Soubife;  and,  by  this  reinforcement, to 
give  him  the  fuperiority  neceflfary  to  ovetwhelm 
the  prince  of  Yfenburg,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
occupy  prince  Ferdinand,  fo  as  to  prevent  him 
from  fending  detachments  into  HeiTe.  Contades 
himfeif  inclined  toward  Hamm  with  his  army, 
and  fent  M.  de  Chevreufe  to  Soft. 
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Perceiving  this,  the  allies  fell  back  toward 
Munfter,  whence  the  hereditary  prince  was 
detached  (the  9th)  to  Warendorf  on  the  Ems ; 
and  the  prince  of  Elolftein  to  Teigade.  Having 
been  joined  by  his  reinforcement,  de  Sonbife 
loft  no  time  in  putting  himfelf  in  action.  The 
prince  of  Yfenburg,  informed  of  the  arrival 
of  de  Chevert,  crofted  the  Fulda,  and  continued 
to  retire  before  the  enemy  as  far  as  Lutterberg, 
that  he  might  not  be  cut  off  from  Munden. 
Here  he  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  with  a  force 
fo  fuperior  that  he  was  obliged  to  yield  the  field 
of  battle,  with  the  lofs  of  fixteen  field  pieces, 
and  about  two  thoufand  men.  He  retired  by 
Dransfeld  and  Gottingen  to  Mdringuen.  This 
event  obliged  prince  Ferdinand  to  quit  Munfter, 
where  he  left  a  good  garrifon,  and  on  the  17th 
arrived  with  his  army  at  Lippftadt. 

On  the  morrow,  the  hereditary  prince  marched 
to  furprife  de  Chevreufe,  who  was  at  Soft  ;  but 
this  furprife  did  not  take  place,  becaufe  the 
French  were  Informed  of  the  march  of  the  allies : 
though,  after  a  fhort  combat,  they  retired  and 
abandoned  all  the  provifions  they  had  a’^iafted 
at  Soft.  Prince  Ferdinand  incontinently  af- 
fumed  his  camp  near  that  town,  which  induced 
de  Chevert  to  change  his  route.  He  had  quit¬ 
ted  de  Soubife,,  after  the  affair  of  Lutterberg, 
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and'  could  only  join  de  Contades  by  a  circuitoW 
march.  When  de  Chevert  had  left  the  army  of 
HelTe,  Oberg  paffed  the  Wefer,  at  Holzmun- 
den  ;  and,  continuing  his  route,  on  the  21ft  of 
O(flober,  he  joined  the  allied  army  at  Soft. 
The  pohtion  of  prince  Ferdinand  intercepted 
the  communication  of  the  two  French  armies ; 
and,  however  fuperior  they  might  be  in  number 
to  that  of  the  allies,  this  did  not  prevent  the 
prince  de  Soubife  from  fuppofing  his  pofition 
hazardous ;  confequently  he  evacuated  Caflel 
(the  2 2d)  and  all  Hefle,  and  crofted  the  Maine 
at  Hanau,  with  his  whole  forces.  Here  the  cam¬ 
paign  would  have  ended,  had  riot  de  Contades 
once  more  attempted  to  furprife  Munfter.  M. 
d’Armentieres  had  approached  this  place,  at  the 
head  of  fifteen  thoufand  French,  near  which  he 
had  choftn  a  camp  that  the  trenches  might  be 
immediately  opened.  But  on  the  26th  Imhof 
arrived  at  Warendorf,  followed  by  the  duke  of 
Holftein,  at  the  fame  time  that  Wangenheim, 
with  a  large  detachment,  occupied  the  camp 
of  Rheda.  Thefe  various  manoeuvres,  which 
menaced  to  cut  off  d’Armentieres  from  Wefel, 
and  the  Ikirraifii  which  happened  with  major 
Eulow,  made  him  refolve  to  renounce  his  projedf, 
and  to  crofs  the  Lippe,  on  the  2d  of  November. 
The  French  army  foon  took  the  road  for  Wefel, 
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to  enter  into  winter  quarters  on  the  oppofitc 
fliore  of  the  Rhine.  Marburg  excepted,  they 
had  no  longer  any  footing  in  Heffe,  and  thither 
the  hereditary  prince  was  fent,  who  employed 
but  a  few  days  in  his  expedition.  After  the 
capture  of  this  place,  being  mafters  of  all  Weft- 
phalia  and  Lower  Saxony,  the  allies  went  into 
quarters. 

During  this  excelltnt  campaign  of  prince 
Ferdinand,  the  king  did  not  remain  idle  in  op- 
pofing  the  Auftrians.  He  prepared  to  reap  all 
poffible  advantage  from  the  battle  of  Leuthen, 
and  the  confequences  which  had  refulted  from 
that  battle.  On  the  9th  of  January,  Werner 
had  been  detached  into  Upper  Silefia;  and, 
however  luperior  the  enemy  might  be  to  his 
corps,  the  former  was  obliged  to  retire  into 
Moravia,  and  the  Pruffians  then  recovered 
Troppau  and  Jsegerndorf.  The  king  judged 
this  early  beginning  neceffary  for  the  execution 
of  his  delign^.  The  expedition  of  the  month 
of  January  appeared  to  the  foe  but  as  the  con- 
fequepce  of  the  battle  of  Leuthen,  and  con¬ 
duced  to  the  clearing  of  all  Silelia  from  the 
troops  of  Auftria. 

In  this  ftate  affairs  remained  till  the  14th  of 
March,  when  the  army  began  its  motions  for 
the  commencement  of  the  campaign.  The 

R  3  cn?my 


'2^6  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS* 

enemy  was  known  not  to  be  fufficiently  ad¬ 
vanced  in  hisarrangements  to  oppofe  the  plans  the 
king  had  formed  ;  fo  that  this  time  was  judged 
the  moll  proper  to  change  the  blockade  of 
Schweidnitz  into  a  regular  fiege.  The  king 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  obfer- 
vation,  and  cantoned  from  Landihut  to  Fried- 
land.  Prince  Maurice  had  the  command  of  the 
left,  and  continued  the  communication  through 
Wuftengierfdorf  to  Braunau.  Fouquet  com¬ 
manded  the  corps  which  covered  this  defile  of 
Silefia.  The  king  fixed  his  head  quarters  at 
Griffau,  which  was  the  central  pofition  of  the 
places  occupied  by  his  troops. 

The  main  army  of  the  enemy  was  ftill  in 
cantonments,  in  the  environs  of  Konigfgrtetz 
and  Jaromirs.  Marflial  Daun  had  the  foie  com¬ 
mand,  and  had  ordered  the  corps  of  Laudon  to 
advance  to  Trautenau,  and  that  of  Beck  to 
Nachod  (April).  Such  was  the  pofition  of  the 
armies  when  Trelkow  more  nearly  invefted  the 
town  of  Schweidnitz.  The  trenches  were  not 
opened  till  the  night  of  the  ift  of  April ;  the 
attack  was  direfted  on  the  fortrefs  of  the  potence, 
as  the  place  lead;  fortified,  and  the  moll  com¬ 
modious  for  the  bringing  up  of  ammunition. 
Twenty-four  cannon,  twenty  mortars,  and  fix- 
teen  howitzers,  were  eredted  in  battery ;  but, 

having 
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having  often  been  deranged  by  the  artillery  of 
the  befieged,  this  battery  was  not  entirely  com¬ 
pleted  till  the  8th;  and  on  the  loth  an  arrow 
was  feized  on  which  the  enemy  was  obliged  to 
abandon.  This  arrow,  which  brought  the 
Pruffians  within  a  hundred  paces,  of  the  fort  of 
the  potence,  gave  occafion  to  the  coup  de  main 
which  was  attempted  on  the  latter  work,  that 
the  liege  might  be  terminated  with  the  greater 
promptitude.  The  artillery  of  the  water  fort 
and  that  of  the  potence  having  been  difmounted 
on  the  1 5th,  the  alTault  was  made  after  midnight. 
The  potence  was  turned  on  the  narrow  part, 
and  a  thoufand  grenadiers  carried  it  with  a  iofs 
fo  inlignificant  as  not  to  merit  being  mentioned. 
The  governor,  difconcerted  by  an  adion  fo 
vigorous,  beat  the  chamade  and  furrendered 
himfelf  and  garrifon  prifoners.  The  count  von 
Thierhaimb  evacuated  the  town  on  the  i8th, 
and  his  men,  to  the  amount  of  five  thoufand, 
were  difperfed  in  the  different  fortrelTes  of 
Silefia  and  the  eledoral  march. 

The  liege,  thus  fortunately  and  timely  termi¬ 
nated,  facilitated  the  execution  of  projeds  more 
great.  The  defign  of  the  king  was  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  Moravia,  and  to  take  Olmutz ;  not 
with  an  intention  to  preferve  the  place,  for  the 
diverfion  of  the  Ruffians  was  forefeen ;  they 
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having  feized  on  Pruflia,  and  prepared  to  enter 
Pomerania  and  the  marches  of  Brandenbourg ; 
but  in  order  to  amufe  the  Andrians,  during  the 
whole  campaign,  in  a  country  diftant  from  the 
dates  of  the  king,  that  he  might  have  time  and 
opportunity  to  oppofe  the  Ruffian  army  with  the 
greater  llrength.  For  the  execution  of  this 
plan  it  was  neceffary  to  deceive  marfhal  Dann, 
and  to  gain  fome  marches  upon  him,  that  there 
might  be  time  fufficient  to  fecure  the  environs 
of  Olmutz  before  his  arrival.  With  this  intent 
the  army  of  the  king  left  the  mountains,  and 
defcended  into  the  plains  of  Schweidnitz  and  of 
Reichenbaph,  under  the  pretence  of  relieving 
the  troops  after  the  fatigues  of  the  fiege,  and  of 
waiting  for  recruits  by  whom  they  were  to  be 
joined,  Ziethen  remained  with  a  corps  in  the 
vicinity  of  Landlhut,  whence  he  drew  a  line  to 
Friedland  ;  and  Fouquet  entered  the  county  of 
Glatz,  that  he  there  might  guard  the  paffes. 
Thefe  two  corps  had  malked  the  motions  of  the 
army  behind  the  hills,  and  had  been  further  of 
fervice  in  preventing  the  Auftrians  from  re¬ 
ceiving  fuch  intelligence  as  might  teach  them 
what  were  the  intentions  of  the  king. 

(May.)  While  thefe  difpofitions  impofed  upon 
the  enemy,  the  Pruffian  army  marched  to  Neifs, 
y^her?  it  divided  into  two  columns,  one  of  which, 
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commanded  by  the  king,  took  the  road  of 
Troppau  ;  and  the  other,  under  marfhal  Keith, 
that  of  Jsegerndorf.  On  the  3d  of  May  thefe 
two  columns  entered  the  plains  of  Oimutz ;  the 
one  by  Gibau,  the  other  through  Sternberg, 
Fouquet  followed  them,  as  foon  as  he  obferved 
the  foe  had  taken  the  alarm,  and  quitted  the  vi-. 
cinity  of  K6nigfgra?tz  to  incline  toward  Hohe- 
maut.  He  took  the  road  for  Nehs,  whence  he 
cfcorted  the  ammunition  and  provifions,  re- 
quifite  for  the  fiege,  as  far  as  Oimutz.  This 
was  the  1 2th,  and  on  the  fame  day  the  army  of 
obfervation  pafled  the  Morava  at  Littau.  The 
king  advanced  to  Holefchau,  where  M.  de  Ville, 
encamped  with  feven  regiments  of  cavalry,  was 
attacked  by  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg,  and 
repulfed  beyond  Proftnitz,  toward  Wifehau, 
The  prince  encamped  his  corps  at  Proftnitz,  and 
remained  there  to  obferve  the  enemy  on  the  fide 
of  Wifehau  and  Brunn  ;  having  four  regiments 
of  dragoons^  one  of  huflars,  and  four  battalions, 
under  his  command, 

Keith,  having  invefted  Oimutz,  opened  the 
trenches  on  the  27th  of  May.  The  ten  fqua- 
drons  of  Bareuth,  five  hundred  huftars,  and  fomc 
free  battalions,  were  placed  by  him  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Morava,  and  they  encamped  nea?^ 
^  viftage  named  Dolein.  That  the  marfhal  and 

the 
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the  army  might  be  in  the  greater  fafety  during 
the  liege,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  drive  de 
Ville  further.  This  general  was  near  being  fur- 
prifed  in  his  camp,  and  did  not  fuppofe  himfelf 
in  fafety  till  he  had  approached  the  fortifications 
of  Brunn. 

The  army  of  obfervatlon,  in  the  mean  time, 
occupied  all  the  polls  which  there  was  fufficient 
ieifure  to  fele6l ;  in  confcquence  of  this  the 
margrave  Charles  aflumed  tl^e  camp  of  Neu- 
ftadt;  prince  Maurice  that  of  Littau ;  Wedel 
that  of  N  arnieft ;  and  the  king  occupied  that 
part  of  the  heights  which  extend  between 
Proftnitz  and  Holefchau,  from  N arnieft  to 
Studenitz. 

On  the  loth  of  June,  Puttkammer  and  the 
convoy  he  efcorted  joined  the  army,  without 
having  been  difturbed  in  his  route.  Zietben, 
who  had  been  attacked  at  Grlflau  by  the  enemy, 
repulfed  the  afiailants ;  and,  remarking  that  the 
whole  force  of  Auftria  inclined  toward  Mora¬ 
via,  he  quitted  the  hills  and  joined  the  royal 
army,  almoft  at  the  fame  time  with  Puttkammer. 
As  there  w^ere  not  fufficient  ammunition  and 
provifions  for  the  fiege,  a  new  convoy  was  pre¬ 
pared  in  Silefia,  as  well  to  carry  on  attacks  as  to 
reinforce  the  army.  The  fiege  would  apparently 
have  been  more  fuccefsful,  had  not  the  trenches 

been 
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been  toodiftant,  and  the  firft  batteries  neceffarily 
forfaken,  becaufe  they  fired  without  effect,  by 
which  much  ammunition  was  inefiicacioully 
confumed. 

The  van-guard  of  marfhal  Daun  entered 
Moravia,  in  the  interim,  under  the  command 
of  Harfch ;  and  encamped  in  prefence  of 
prince  Maurice,  on  the  hills  of  Allerheiligen, 
not  far  from  Littau.  Harfch  made  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt  to  furprife  that  town.  Daun,  who 
followed,  had  marched  for  Gewitfch,  whence  he 
detached  a  corps  of  fix  thoufand  men,  who  took 
poll  at  Prerau.  This  pofition  obliged  marfhal 
Keith  to  place  his  dragoons  at  Wiflernitz,  and 
his  free  companies  at  Biftrovann,  and  Kofutchan. 
The  intentions  of  Daun  were  to  throw  fuccours 
into  the  befieged  place,  without  expofing  him- 
felf  to  a  battle,  the  lofs  of  which  would  have 
incurred  the  capture  of  Olmutz.  He  attacked 
the  village  of  Kofutchan  by  night  (the  8th) 
which  was  defended  by  a  free  battalion  that 
was  obliged  to  give  ground.  The  dragoons  of 
Bareuth,  who  had  paffed  the  night  under  arms, 
by  the  negligence  of  colonel  Meyer,  the  com¬ 
mander,  did  not  wait  the  return  of  the  fcouting 
parties  before  they  unfaddled.  The  enemy 
came  up  impetuoufly,  driving  the  patroles  before 
him,  and  fell  on  the  tents  of  the  dragoons,  which 

he 
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he  did  not  give  them  time  to  quit.  The  regi¬ 
ment  loft  three  hundred  men,  and  would  have 
been  totally  ruined,  had  not  the  battalion  of 
Nimfchewlky  timely  arrived,  and  obliged  the 
aftaiiants  to  haften  their  retreat. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  gave  the  Auftrians  an 
inclination  for  noAurnai  attempts.  They  three 
times  attacked  the  regiment  of  Ziethen  at  Kofte- 
litz,  and  were  three  times  repulfed  with  con- 
‘hderable  lofs.  The  free  battalions  of  le  Noble 
and  de  Rapin  were  not  equally  fortunate.  They 
had  been  fent  by  the  margrave  Charles  to  Stern¬ 
berg,  whence  they  were  to  repair  to  Bahrn,  to 
'efcort  a  convoy  which  arrived  on  the  loth. 
But  they  were  very  ill  treated  by  the  pandours, 
and  loft  five  hundred  men. 

Let  us  return  to  more  confiderable  objefts. 
The  pofition  of  the  Auftrian  army,  and  prin¬ 
cipally  the  corps  it  had  detached  to  Prerau,  re¬ 
quired  that  the  town  of  Olmutz  fhould  be  more 
clofely  invefted,  beyond  the  Morava.  The 
corps  of  the  margrave,  at  Neuftadt,  did  not 
appear  to  be  eflentially  neccftary  there;  and, 
as  there  were  not  too  many  troops,  the  margrave 
took  poft  in  fuch  a  manner  that  his  left  occupied 
a  bridge  the  Pruffians  had  at  Commothau,  over 
the  Morava,  while  his  left  extended  to  the  bridge 
of  Holitz.  However,  while  the  Pruffiaris 

changed 
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changed  their  pofition,  the  Auftrian  colonel 
Bulau  had  found  means  to  glide  into  the  town, 
and  brought  the  governor,  Marlhall,  a  reinforce” 
ment  twelve  hundred  men, 

Marlhal  Daun,  a  few  days  after,  defcendcd 
into  the  plain,  and  encamped  at  Prettlitz,  be¬ 
tween  Proftnitz  and  Wifchau.  Here  he  was 
informed  the  Pruflians  expeded  a  grand  con¬ 
voy,  on  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  fiege  depended, 
becaufe  that  ammunition  began  to  fail.  This 
convoy  was  efcorted  by  eight  battalions,  and 
four  thoufand  convalefcents,  horfe  and  foot, 
who  had  been  formed  into  regiments  to  ferve 
«n  the  occafion.  It  left  Troppau  on  the  25th 
of  June  ;  and  Daun,  direfting  his  views  to  the 
capture  of  it,  fent  Janus  to  Bahrn,  and  Laudon 
to  Liebe,  that  it  might  be  intercepted.  The 
king,  to  oppofe  him,  detached  Ziethen,  with 
twenty  fquadrons  and  three  battalions,  who 
came  up  with  the  convoy  near  Gibau.  On  the 
morrow  (the  28th)  general  Laudon  attacked, 
and,  after  an  adlion  of  five  hours,  was  obliged 
to  retreat.  The  convoy  advanced  very  tardily, 
becaufe  of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads ;  and  Daun 
employed  the  time  to  fend  a  reinforcement  of 
eight  thoufand  men  to  Janus  and  Laudon.  On 
the  30th  there  was  a  new  attack,  betweea 
Bautfeh  and  Domftadt.  Scarcely  had  a  thou¬ 
fand 


land  horfe,  four  battalions,  and  four  hundred 
waggons,  began  the  march,  and  paffed  the 
defile  of  Domftadt,  before  the  enemy,  with  all 
his  forces  from  Bahrn  and  Liebe,  fell  on  the 
convoy  ;  fo  that  the  two  columns  of  the  enemy, 
meeting,  cut  off  the  van-guard,  which  had 
paffed  the  defile,  from  the  corps  that  followed. 
Ziethen,  who  was  with  the  main  bodyj  vigor- 
oufly  charged  one  wing  of  the  foe,  but  numbers 
were  too  difproportionate  for  him  to  fuccecd. 
After  having  bravely  combated,  he  was  con- 
ftrained,  with  mofl  of  his  men,  to  retire  for 
Troppau.  He  here  loft  general  Puttkammer, 
and  eight  hundred  men,  without  including  the 
whole  convoy  and  the  army  money,  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

This  misfortune  occafioned  the  fiege  to  be 
raifed.  Had  the  convoy  arrived,  the  town  muft 
have  been  taken  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight ;  for 
the  third  parallel  was  finifhed,  and  the  befiegers 
had  begun  to  open  the  faps.  But,  however 
well  founded  thefe  hopes  might  be,  it  was  requi* 
fite  they  fliould  be  renounced,  for  the  fafety  of 
the  army ;  which,  by  prolonging  its  abode  iti 
Moravia,  would  have  wanted  fubfiftence. 

There  were  two  roads  for  retreat ;  the  one 
leading  into  Upper  Silefia,  by  which  the  army 
had  advanced,  and  the  other  which  croffes  Bohe- 
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mia,  and  leads  into  the  county  of  Glatz ;  or 
through  Braunau  into  Silefia.  The  enemy  pre¬ 
pared  to  render  the  firft  route  difficult.  Laudon, 
Janus,  and  St.  Ignon,  had  remained  there  after 
the  battle  of  the  Convoy,  and  marlhal  Daun  had 
marched  with  his  army  to  Tobifchau ;  fo  that 
it  was  to  be  feared,  ihould  this  road  be  taken, 
the  army  would  have  two  corps  on  its  flanks, 
and  Daun  who  would  inceflantly  harafs  the 
rear-guard.  In  a  word  the  march  mufl;  have 
been  one  perpetual  battle,  'in  which  the  army, 
might  have  loft;  the  heavy  artillery  for  the  liege, 
its  baggage,  wounded,  and  Tick,  and  perhaps  it 
might  even  have  been  totally  ruined,  at  the 
paflage  of  the  Morava,  v/hich  the  enemy  might 
have  rendered  fatal.  Thefe  confiderations 
quickly  determined  the  king  to  return  through 
Bohemia ;  becaufe  it  was  poffible,  the  enemy 
not  being  prepared  on  that  fide,  to  gain  two 
marches  on  him  ;  which  was  matter  of  great 
importance  for  the  fafety  of  the  artillery,  and 
baggage,  that  encumbered  the  army. 

On  the  night  of  the  firft  of  July,  the  king 
quitted  his  camp,  and  divided  his  troops  into 
two  columns.  The  corps  of  prince  Maurice 
formed  the  van-guard,  where  the  king  was  in 
perfon,  and  palTed  by  Konitz,  Tribau,  and 
Zwittau,  to  Leitomifchel ;  where  it  feized  on  a 
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magazine  of  the  enemy.  The  fecondy  undef 
the  condud  of  marflial  Keith,  retreating  from 
its  trenches,  only  left  four  mortars,  and  one 
cannon,  which  were  immoveable  becaufe  the 
carriages  were  broken.  It  took  the  road  of 
Littau,  Muglitz,  and  Tribau.  Thema:rch  thus 
far  was  not  difturbed  by  the  foe,  becaufe  Daun> 
having  made  all  his  difpofitions  relative  to  the 
roads  of  Upper  Sileha,  could  not  withdraw  his 
troops  with  fufficient  promptitude  to  ad  effec¬ 
tually  on  the  fide  of  Bohemia.  Lafcy^  never- 
thelefs,  who  encamped  at  Gibau,  wifhed  to 
affault  the  rear  guard,  which  was  obliged  to 
pafs  the  defile  of  Krenau,  to  march  to  Zwittau* 
On  this  village  he  feized  with  his  grenadiers, 
but  he  was  quickly  diflodged  by  Wied,  and  the 
troops  peaceably  continued  their  march. 

Marfhal  Keith  had  divided  his  column  into 
three  corps ;  one  of  which,  under  Retzow, 
having  paffed  Hohemaut,  approaching  the 
fmall  hills  of  Holitz,  found  them  occupied  by 
the  enemy.  The  Pruffians  feized  the  chapel 
which  is  on  the  height,  facing  one  held  by  the 
foe ;  a  reciprocal  cannonade  was  commenced  5 
while  Retzow  continued  to  make  his  convoy 
and  efcort  file  off.  At  the  fame  time  St.  Ignon, 
who  commanded  the  Auftrians,  imagined  this 
the  moment  fqr  attack,  and  with  eleven  hun¬ 
dred 
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dred  horfe  fell  on  the  regiment  of  Bredow  cui- 
rafliers,  which  he  obliged  to  retreat.  In  the 
interim  a  lieutenant  with  fifty  hulTars  came  up, 
who  had  been  fent  by  the  king  with  difpatches 
for  Keith.  This  brave  officer,  named  Kurz- 
hagen,  fell  with  his  few  men  with  fuch  timely 
effect  on  the  flank  of  general  St.  Ignon  that  he 
recovered  the  cuiraffiers.  The  Pruffian  cavalry 
haftened  up,  and  repulfed  the  iVuflrians ;  with 
the  lofs  of  fix  officers,  and  three  hundred  men. 
Marfhal  Keith  and  his  column  arrived  precifely 
when  the  enemy  was  routed,  and  took  the 
Auflrian  infantry,  which  ftill  maintained  itfelf 
on  the  heights,  in  the  rear.  This  haftened  the 
flight  of  the  foe  through  thick  forefts,  by  which 
his  retreat  was  protefted. 

While  Keith  was  thus  employed  with  the 
enemy  and  his  convoys,  the  king,  having 
gained  ground,  had  arrived  on  the  1 1  th  near 
Kdnigfgr^tz.  Buccow  covered  that  town  with 
about  feven  thoufand  men,  whom  he  had  en¬ 
camped  behind  the  Elbe,  and  in  intrenchments 
which  furrounded  the  fuburbs.  When  the 
Pruffians  came  up,  fome  battalions  were  placed 
toward  Hota,  on  the  Adler,  where  a  battery  was 
eredled  to  take  the  intrenchments  of  Buccow 
in  the  rear.  Another  corps,  at  the  fame  time, 
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paffed  the  Adler  higher  up ;  and  this  was  to 
attack  the  intrenchment  on  the  morrow  at 
break  of  day.  A  heavy  body  of  cavalry  was 
intended  to  have  been  fent  over  the  Elbe,  to 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  Auftrians ;  but  the 
bridges  could  not  be  completed  till  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  13  th,  and  Buccow  did  not  think 
proper  to  wait  fo  long.  He  evacuated  his  in¬ 
trenchment  and  the  town  on  the  fame  night, 
and  retired  toward  Clumetz. 

The  king,  having  this  day  been  informed 
that  Retzow  was  attacked  at  Holitz,  marched 
thither,  with  a  corps  of  cavalry ;  but  the  affair 
was  over,  and  marflial  Keith  fortunately  con- 
du£l:ed  the  whole  artillery  employed  at  Olmutz, 
with  fifteen  hundred  lick  and  wounded,  befide 
ammunition  and  provifions  appertaining  to 
the  army,  to  Kdnigfgrtetz.  As  foon  as  the 
troops  were  affembled,  they  encamped  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Adler  and  the  Elbe  (the  14th) 
having  the  town  of  Kdnigfgrtetz,  occupied  by 
fix  battalions,  in  their  front. 

The  fiifl  care  of  the  king  v/as  to  difencumber 
himfelf  of  the  heavy  baggage  he  had  dragged 
from  Olmutz  to  Kdnigfgrtetz ;  and  Fouquet 
was  commanded,  with  fixteen  battalions  and  as 
many  fquadrons,  to  condud  the  artillery,  the 
wounded,  and  the  fuperfluous  waggons,  to 

Glatz. 
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Clatz.  The  enemy  had  fome  defign  of  ha- 
raffing  the  Pruffians  in  their  march :  Laudon, 
on  the  fame  day,  took  pofl  with  four  thoufand 
men  in  the  wood  of  Opotfchna.  Intelligence 
Was  received  of  this,  and  the  king,  defirous  of 
fecuring  the  march  of  Fouqiiet  for  Neuftadt, 
feledted  fome  troops,  and  immediately  marched 
to  attack  Laudon.  The  general  was  in  danger 
of  being  furprifed,  but  the  wood  favoured  his 
retreat,  and  only  a  hundred  Croats  were  taken. 
He  retired  toward  Holitz,  and  the  king  held 
the  poll  of  Opotfchna  till  Fouquet  had  tran¬ 
quilly  efcorted  his  convoy  to  Glatz.  Imme¬ 
diately  after  his  arrival  (the  i6th)  he  detached 
the  elder  Schenkendorf  to  Reinerz,  Golzeto  the 
Hunulberg,  and  occupied  the  camp  of  Nachod 
himfelf,  that  he  might  cover  the  rear  of  the 
army. 

The  expedition  ufed  on  this  march  had 
given  time  to  effed  the  arrangements,  before 
marlhal  Daun  could  approach  the  Pruffian 
army.  He  arrived  on  the  2  2d,  and  encamped 
on  the  heights  of  Clum  and  Libitfehau,  beyond 
the  Elbe,  while  the  king  was  returning  from 
Opotfchna,  to  rejoin  the  main  army.  Had  the 
Auftrians  been  his  only  foes,  the  campaign 
would  have  been  ended  without  quitting  Bohe¬ 
mia,  except  to  take  winter  quarters ;  but  the 
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invalion  with  which  the  Ruffians  menaced  Pome¬ 
rania,  and  the  new  March,  obliged  the  king  to 
return  with  his  troops  into  Silelia,  that  he  might 
be  in  readinefs  to  fend  aid  wherever  it  fhould 
be  needful.  Whatever  might  fecure  the  frontiers 
of  Silefia  conftituted  a  part  of  this  plan ;  con- 
fequently  all  the  forage  and  provilions  of  the 
circle  of  Konigfgraetz  were  carried  off,  that 
Daun  might  be  impeded,  for  want  of  maga¬ 
zines,  from  afting  on  that  fde  againft  Silefia. 
This  was  in  reality  become  impoffible  ;  for  he 
had  been  obliged,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  campaign,  to  fend  all  his  fubfiflence  toward 
Brunn,  and  the  Pruffian  army  had  afterward, 
on  its  march,  feized  on  all  the  magazines  he 
poffeifed  in  Bohemia  ;  and  finally  had  confumed 
the  forage  of  the  circle  of  Konigfgratz. 

The  camp  of  Kdnigfgrcetz  was  quitted  on 
the  night  of  the  25th.  The  pandours  attacked 
the  fuburbs  at  the  time  the  troops  were  depart¬ 
ing.  General  Saldern  and  colonel  Blankenfec 
were  killed  there;  feventy  men  were  loft.  The 
army  of  the  king  retired  by  Caravalhotta  for 
Rochonitz.  Raudon,  St.  Ignon,  and  Lafcy 
followed  the  rear-guard,  with  about  fifteen  thou- 
fand  men;  and  though  they  attempted  an  at¬ 
tack  they  could  not  fucceed,  but  were  vigor- 
oufly  repulfed  by  -the  Puttkammer  huflars. 

That 
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That  the  enemy  might  be  robbed  of  his  incli¬ 
nation  to  harafs  the  rear-guard,  an  ambufcade 
was  prepared,  on  the  morrow,  at  the  paffage  of 
the  Metau.  A  wood  which  lies  on  the  road, 
and  which  runs  from  Jaromirs  to  the  Metau, 
was  occupied  by  ten  battalions  and  twenty  fqua- 
drons ;  after  which  the  army  began  its  march, 
and  only  prefented  a  feeble  rear-guard  of  huf- 
lars  to  the  foe.  Laudon,  who  was  ealily  heated, 
determined  on  affault ;  and  the  cavalry,  leaving 
its  ambufcade,  fell  upon  him  in  every  direftion. 
He  was  very  ill  treated,  and  loft  three  hundred 
men.  After  beftowing  this  trifling  correftion, 
the  royal  army  peaceably  purfued  its  march,  and 
encamped  between  Boruflawitz  and  Geflhitz. 

Retzow  was  detached  to  cover  the  right  of  the 
army  at  the  pafs  of  the  mountains.  (Auguft) 
He  diflodged  Janus  from  Studenitz,  and  the 
king  occupied  the  camp  of  Skalitz.  On  the 
ground  where  the  army  encamped  was  a  height, 
upon  the  right,  the  pofleflion  of  which  was  ab- 
folutely  necefliiry.  Here  the  king  placed  the 
volunteers  of  le  Noble,  as  a  lure  which  he  pre¬ 
fented  to  the  enemy ;  while  fix  battalions,  en¬ 
camped  in  a  kind  of  ravin,  had  orders  to  fup- 
port  this  poft,  Ihould  it  be  attacked.  What 
had  been  forefeen  happened  ;  Laudon  came  on 
the  night  of  the  fecond  to  furprife  le  Noble, 
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but  was  received  in  a  manner  he  did  not  ex- 
pe6l,  was  put  to  flight,  and,  without  enumerating 
the  dead  and  wounded,  loft  fix  officers  and 
feventy  men, 

Marfhal  Daun  however  had  extended  his 
^army  along  the  Elbe,  fo  that  it  proceeded,  from 
KdnigfgrEetz  to  Jaromirs,  toward  Kdnigfhof. 
The  king,  on  the  morrow,  encamped  atWifoka, 
and  Retzow  at  Starkftadt.  The  march  was 
continued  from  Wifoka  to  Politz  and  Wernerf- 
dorf,  without  being  followed  by  the  foe.  On 
the  8th  all  the  troops  refumed  the  camp  of 
Griffau  and  Landfhut. 

The  expedted  diverfion  on  the  part  of  the 
Ruffians  happened  during  this  return  through 
Bohemia.  Fermor  had  advanced  in  feveral 
corps,  from  Pruflia,  on  the  frontiers  of  Pomerania 
and  the  newMarch.  Platen  had  obferved  the 
enemy  from  Stolpe,  where  he  had  remained  all 
winter,  with  a  detachment.  On  receiving  this 
advice,  count  Dohna  had  orders,  in  the  month 
of  June,  to  raife  the  blockade  of  Stralfund, 
and  to  approach  the  Oder,  that  he  might  oppofe 
the  Ruffians,  let  them  attempt  on  what  fide  they 
would  to  enter  the  ftates  of  the  king.  From 
Pofen,  Fermor  had  advanced  to  Konigfwald, 
Meferitz,  and  Clofter  Paradies,  where  he  en¬ 
camped  in  three  corps.  Count  Dohna  had  de¬ 
tached 
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tached  Kanitz  to  Reppen,  to  obferve  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  whence  Malachowfky  marched  to  Stern¬ 
berg,  from  which  he  diflodged  the  Ruffians. 

Dohna,  who  was  not  Efficiently  in  force  to 
make  many  detachments,  called  in  Platen,  and 
only  endeavoured  to  difpute  the  paffage  of  the 
Oder  with  the  enemy.  To  this  effecfl  he  en¬ 
camped  at  Frankfort.  The  match  however  was 
unequal ;  and,  as  the  leaft  check  fuffered  by  the 
corps  of  Dohna  might  become  prejudicial  to 
the  ftate,  and  incur  the  total  ruin  of  the  eleftoral 
March,  the  king  determined  to  repair  thither  in 
perfon,  with  a  reinforcement  Efficiently  con- 
fiderable  to  give  the  Pruffians  a  kind  cf  equality 
with  the  foe.  This  reinforcement  conffiled  of 
fixteen  battalions  and  twenty-eight  fquadrons. 
The  greatefl;  part  of  the  army  remained,  under 
the  command  of  marEal  Keith  and  the  mar¬ 
grave  Charles,  in  the  camp  of  Landfhut,  to 
guard  the  frontiers  of  Silefia. 

The  king  direfted  his  march  through  .Ron- 
ftock,  Lfignitz,  Hinzendorf,  Dakau,  Warten- 
berg,  Schertendorf,  Croffen  and  Ziebingen,  to 
Frankfort;  where  he  heard  that  Fermor,  having 
advanced  through  Land  (berg  to  Cammin  and 
Tamfel,  had  bombarded  the  town  of  Kuftrin 
(i  3th)  which  he  had  reduced  to  afnes,  after  the 
town  had  reje<fted  all  the  proportions  of  capitu- 
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lation  that  general  Stoffel  had  fent  to  Schack, 
who  was  the  governor.  Thefe  attempts  of  the 
enemy  had  induced  count  Dohna  to  approach 
with  his  corps  for  the  relief  of  the  fortrefs.  It 
was  here,  in  the  camp  of  Gorgaft,  on  the  zid 
of  Auguft,  that  the  king  joined  the  count.  The 
Ruffians  had  drawn  their  parallels  precifely  to 
the  end  of  the  caufeway  which  leads  from  Kuftrin 
to  Tamfel,and  their  batteries  were  fo  conftrudled 
that  the  army  could  not  attempt  to  relieve  the 
place,  without  being  expofed  to  very  confiderable 
u.id  ineffedtual  Ioffes.  The  king  notwithftand- 
ing  determined  on  attack :  fight  he  muft,  in 
order  to  rid  himfelf,  for  a  time,  of  one  enemy 
that  he  mio-ht  turn  his  arms  elfewhere.  The 

O 

king  could  only  employ  three  weeks  in  this  ex¬ 
pedition  ;  and  how  might  he  fo  Ihortly  accomplifli 
his  purpofe  without  a  battle  ?  Daun,  whom  he 
had  left  at  Jaromirs,  might  in  this  interval  either 
march  toward  Silefia  or  Saxony ;  and  the  power 
of  returning  to  either  of  thefe  places,  as  ffiould 
be  found  neceffary,  was  requifite.  The  king 
therefore  thought  it  would  be  beft  to  deceive  the 
enemy  by  appearances.  Batteries  were  con- 
ftruded  oppofite  Direwitz,  and  the  mounds  of 
the  Oder  were  occupied  as  if  there  had  been  a 
real  intention  of  paffing  the  river  in  the  vicinage. 
The  king  at  the  fame  time  reinforced  the  gar- 
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rlfon  of  Kuftrin  with  four  battalions  :  Kanitz 
he  had  fent  to  Wrietzen,  to  colleft  all  the  boats 
he  could  find  on  that  part  upon  the  Oder. 

While  on  the  night  of  the  23d  the  army 
marched  up  the  Oder  to  Guhebiefe,  Kanitz, 
who  there  joined  the  king,  had  colleded  fuf- 
ficient  boats  for  the  conftruftion  of  the  bridge ; 
and  this  was  laboured  at  fo  elfeftually  that  the 
whole  army  had  paffed  the  river  by  noon.  The 
march  was  continued  to  the  village  of  Cloflbw, 
where  the  king  encamped,  and  by  this  polition 
cut  off  the  corps  of  Fermor  from  that  of  Ro- 
manzow,  which  was  toward  Schwedt,  where  it 
intended  to  pafs  the  Oder.  On  the  24th,  the 
army  encamped  at  Dermitzel,  oppohte  Fermor, 
who,  on  the  motions  of  the  P ruffians,  had  raifed 
the  fiege  of  Kuftrin,  and  had  called  in  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  Czernichef ;  with  which  and  the 
main  body  he  took  a  pofition  between  the  villages 
of  Quartfchen  and  Zicker,  having  a  marlhy 
rivulet  in  his  van.  The  Ruffians  encamped  in 
a  fquare,  according  to  the  cuftom  introduced  by 
marfhal  Munich,  when  he  made  war  in  little 
Tartary  againft  the  Turks. 

The  very  day  that  the  Pruffian  army  arrived, 
(the  2 5th)  the  king  feized  on  the  mill  of  Damm, 
and  the  bridge  over  the  rivulet.  His  van-guard 
took  poffeffion  of  the  foreft;  of  Maffin,  which 

muft 
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muft  be  paffed  to  turn  the  camp  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  morrow  the  army  defcended  into  the 
piain,  in  four  columns,  near  the  village  of 
Batzeilow.  The  enemy  had  left  their  heavy 
baggage  under  a  fmall  efcort  between  this  village 
and  Camming  Had  the  king  been  in  lefs  hafte 
he  might  have  eahly  taken  it,  and  have  obliged 
the  Ruffians  by  fome  matches  to  quit  the  coun¬ 
try  :  but  decifion  was  neceffary  and  every  thing 
was  to  be  hoped,  confidering  the  ftrange  plan  of 
battle  the  enemy  had  formed. 

The  army  therefore  continued  its  march  for 
Zorndorf,  where  the  king  propofed  to  attack  the 
front'oppofite  to  that  he  had  faced  when  he  was 
at  Dermitzel.  The  Coffacks  fet  fire  to  Zorn¬ 
dorf,  which  caufed  fome  embarralTment;  for  the 
heavy  artillery  was  to  pafs  the  village  to  form 
batteries  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of  the  enemy. 
The  left,  defined  to  make  the  firft  attack,  was 
fupported  by  a  bottom  which  goes  toward  Wil- 
kerfdorf.  Manteufel  commanded  the  firft  attack, 
which  confifted  of  ten  battalions.  He  was  fup-^ 
ported  by  the  left  of  the  firft  line,  under  the 
orders  of  Kanitz,  and  by  the  fecond  line  of  the 
army.  Some  ravins  were  employed,  under  the 
fhelter  of  which  the  cavalry  of  the  left  was  placed, 
protefted  from  the  artillery  of  the  enemy?  and 

where 
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where  it  remained  ready  to  aft,  whenever  aftion 
ftiould  be  found  neceffary.  The  king’s  com¬ 
mands  were  that  the  firft  attack,  continually  ad¬ 
vancing,  fliould  be  fupported  at  this  ravin,  which 
led  direftly  on  the  right  of  the  Ruffians  :  but, 
from  accident  and  mifconception,  it  happened 
that  the  troops  departed  from  the  ravin  as  they 
approached  the  enemy ;  fo  that  Kanitz,  who 
ought  to  have  been  on  the  rear  of  Manteufel, 
was  on  his  right. 

The  attack  was  repulfed,  and  the  infantry 
thrown  into  much  confulion ;  but,  as  the  ene¬ 
my  was  alfo  in  diforder,  the  king  ordered  Seid- 
litz  inftantly  to  charge.  He  formed  three 
columns  which  at  the  fame  time  pierced  the 
fquare,  and  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the 
field  of  battle  was  cleared  of  foes.  The  troops 
that  efcaped  of  the  Ruffian  army  paffed  this 
bottom  that  it  had  on  its  right,  and  again  began 
to  form  toward  Quartfchen.  The  king  then 
took  the  infantry  of  his  right,  with  which  he 
made  a  quarter  wheel,  and  formed  facing  the 
bottom  j  which  his  troops  were  various  times 
fent  to  pafs,  but  from  whicfi,  they  continued 
quickly  to  return,  without  the  reafon  at  firfl; 
being  underftood.  The  military  cheft  of  the 
Ruffians  and  all  the  baggage  of  their  generals 
were  in  the  bottom ;  and  the  troops,  inftead  of 
4  marching 
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marching  forward  as  they  might  have  done, 
amufed  themfelves  with  the  pillage,  from  which 
they  returned  as  foon  as  they  were  well  loaded. 
The  cavalry  could  not  ad:  here  becaufe  of  the 
marfoes  which  abounded  in  the  bottom,  and  the 
Pruffians  were  reduced  to  cannonade  the  enemy, 
which  cannonade  continued  till  the  clofe  of 
night. 

The  battle  began  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and 
did  not  end  till  half  paft  eight  in  the  evening. 
The  Ruffians  retired  into  the  wood  of  Tamfel, 
where  their  whole  troops  formed  a  platoon ;  the 
cavalry  in  the  centre,  furrounded  by  the  infantry. 
They  loft,  on  this  day,  a  hundred  and  three  field- 
pieces,  twenty-feven  pair  of  colours  and  ftand- 
ards,  eighty-two  officers,  among  whom  were 
five  generals,  about  two  thoufand  prifoners, 
and  at  the  leaft  fifteen  thoufand  men  left  dead 
on  the  field,  for  the  cavalry  gave  them  no 
quarter. 

The  Pruffian  army  here  loft  general  Ziethen, 
of  the  cuiraffiers ;  fixty  officers  dead  or  wounded, 
and  about  twelve  hundred  men,  with  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon.  On  the  morrow,  the  army  of 
the  king  took  a  pofition  very  near  that  of  the 
Ruffian  army  ;  they  were  within  twelve  hundred 
paces  of  each  other.  Had  there  been  fufficient 
ammunition  another  attack  would  have  beejj 
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made ;  but  it  was  neceflary  to  remain  fatisfied 
with  cannonading,  and  this  was  not  fo  warm  as 
might  have  been  defired,  becaufe  it  was  requifite 
to  hufband  the  powder.  Neither  of  the  armies 
erefted  their  tents.  The  RufEan  dragoons  at¬ 
tempted  an  affault  on  the  Pruffian  infantry,  and 
were  ardently  repulfed  by  the  regiment  of 
Kreytzen. 

During  the  battle  and  the  fucceeding  day  it 
was  a  dreadful  fpedtacle  to  fee  all  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  villages  in  flames,  which  the  Coffacks  had 
fet  on  fire,  and  who  here  brought  with  them 
every  calamity  with  which  the  race  of  man  can  be 
affli<5led.  The  Pruffian  artillery  however  played 
with  fuccefs,  for  it  was  almoft  inipoffible  for  the 
gunners  to  mifs  the  great  mafs  the  enemy 
formed  ;  while  that  of  the  Ruffians  fired  with¬ 
out  the  lead  effeft. 

Toward  the  evening,  fome  little  ammunition 
was  received,  which  the  batteries  employed  to 
good  purpofe ;  for,  the  ground  then  becoming 
infupportable,  it  was  quitted  by  the  Ruffians, 
during  night,  who  marched  and  encamped 
at  Cammin.  The  king  followed  :  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  prifoners  were  taken  from  their  rear¬ 
guard  ;  and  the  Pruffians  encamped  before 
Tamfel,  near  the  enemy.  The  lofs  of  the  battle 
obliged  Romanzow  hailily  to  quit  the  vicinage 

of 
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of  the  Oder  and  Stargard,  to  accelerate  his 
jundtion  with  Fermor ;  who  prefently  retreated 
to  ’V^ietz,  and  afterward  to  Landfberg,  where  he 
affembled  all  his  forces.  The  king  purfued  as 
far  as  Blumberg. 

While  the  Pruffian  army  was  employed  againfl: 
the  Ruffians,  Laudon  traverfed  Lufada,  intend¬ 
ing  to  join  the  latter,  which  he  would  have  ac- 
complidied,  had  he  not  met  with  prince  Francis 
of  Brunfwick  on  his  road,  whom  the  king  had 
detached  to  Beelko,  from  the  camp  of  Tamfel. 
The  prince,  after  having  taken  feveral  parties, 
obliged  the  enemy  to  retire  for  Lubbeil.  The 
ftrongeft  reafons  obliged  the  king  to  defift  from 
further  purfuit  of  the  advantages  he  had  gained 
againft  the  Ruffians.  He  was  obliged  to  haften 
into  Saxony,  to  the  aid  of  prince  Henry  i  and 
Dohna,  in  confequence  of  thistiew  arrangement, 
remained  to  face  the  Ruffians,  while  the  king 
departed  to  join  the  prince  his  brother,  with 
the  fame  corps  that  he  had  led  into  the  elec¬ 
torate. 

The  better  to  underftand  the  chain  of  events, 
it  is  requifite  we  fliould  give  a  fuccinft  narra¬ 
tion  of  what  had  hitherto  happened  in  Saxony. 
His  royal  highnefs  had  from  the  month  of  July 
occupied  the  camp  of  Tfchopa,  to  oppofe  the 
troops  of  the  circles,  under  the  prince  de  Deux- 
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ponts,  who  had  been  joined  by  an  Auftrian  corps 
commanded  by  Haddick.  Prince  Henry  had 
driven  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  from  the 
Bafberg ;  and,  as  the  main  body  of  the  circles 
was  not  yet  come  up,  a  partifan  war  only  was 
carried  on,  in  which  the  Pruffians  had  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  making  prifoners,  at  different  repri- 
fals ;  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  whom  was 
M.  von  Mitrowfky,  an  Auftrian  general. 

(Auguft  zd.)  His  highnefs  having  received 
news  of  the  approach  of  a  corps  of  the  enemy, 
commanded  by  Dombale,  that  advanced  on 
Zwickau,  detached  Finck  to  drive  him  out  of 
Saxony ;  in  which  he  was  fo  fuccefsful  that  the 
enemy  was  obliged  to  retreat  for  Reichenbach* 
The  prefence  of  the  prince  foon  after  became 
necelTary  in  the  environs  of  Drefden,  becaufe 
that  the  prince  de  Deuxponts  (the  6th)  was 
taking  the  road  of  Tdplitz,  through  Bohemia. 
The  army  marched  by  Chemnitz,  and  efta- 
bliflied  itfelf  at  Dippoldifwalda,  keeping  Hulfen 
with  a  detachment  at  Freyberg,  and  Knobloch 
at  Maxen.  Another  corps  of  the  circles  having 
in  the  interim  (20th)  taken  poll;  at  Waldkir- 
chen,  it  was  attacked  and  beaten  by  Kleift. 
But,  as  Haddick  advanced  toward  Cotta,  prince 
Henry  changed  his  pofition,  alfumed  the  camp  of 
Sedelitz,  near  Pirna,  and  garnilhed  the  villages 
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of  Zehifta  and  Zufchendorf  in  his  van.  The 
army  afterward  took  the  camp  of  Gamig, 
which  was  more  convenient. 

The  prince  de  Deuxponts  prefently  appeared, 
and  occupied  the  heights  of  Struppen,  keeping 
Haddick  on  his  left,  which  extended  from  Roth- 
wernfdorf  to  Cotta.  He  refolved  to  take  the 
Sonnenftein,  which  incommoded  his  pofition. 
For  this  purpofe  he  ordered  fome  mortars  to 
advance,  and  Grape,  who  commanded  there,  un- 
feafonably  furrendered  himfelf  a  prifoner  of  war. 

During  this,  marlhal  Daun  had  advanced  into 
Lufatia.  He  had  left  a  detachment  of  twenty 
thoufand  men,  under  generals  Harfch  and  de 
Ville,  who  encamped  between  Jsegerndorf  and 
Troppau.  The  intention  of  the  marfhal  was  to 
employ  this  corps  in  the  liege  of  Neifs,  as  foon 
as  the  diftance  of  the  Pruffian  army  would  per¬ 
mit  him  to  undertake  the  liege.  He  had  hoped 
the  invalion  of  the  Ruffians  would  have  attraded 
the  whole  force  of  the  king ;  and,  as  he  found 
himfelf  deceived  in  this  hope,  he  advanced  into 
Lufatia,  to  draw  the  Pruffians  thither,  and  give 
Harfch  time  to  achieve  the  liege.  He  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Kdniglbruck,  where  he  heard  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Ruffians  ;  on  which,  abandoning 
any  deligns  he  might  have  on  Meiffen  or  Tor- 
gau,  he  retreated  for  Stolpen,  He  prefently 

lent 
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feht  different  detachments  on  the  Elbe,  with 
intent  to  pafs  the  river  at  Pilnitz,  and  come  on 
the  back  of  the  Pruffians  at  Gamig,  while  the 
prince  de  Deuxponts  and  Haddick  fliould  at¬ 
tack  them  in  front. 

Prince  Henry,  having  received  information 
of  thefe  projefts,  fent  the  intelligence  to  the 
king,  which  occafioned  the  rapid  march  of  the 
monarch  to  join  his  brother.  Marfhal  Keith 
and  prince  Charles  had  immediate  orders  to 
quit  Silefia,  and  repair  to  the  royal  army  in  Lu- 
fatia.  Fouquet  remained  at  Landfhut,  to  whom 
was  committed  the  guard  of  the  paffes  of  Bohe¬ 
mia.  The  corps  of  the  king  departed  from 
Blumberg  on  the  fecond,  and,  palling  by  Man- 
chenau,  Mulrofe,  Trebatz,  Lubben,  Dober- 
bek,  and  Elllerwerda,  arrived  on  the  9th  at 
Dobritz,  near  Groffenhayn,  where  it  was  joined 
by  marlhal  Keith  and  the  margrave,  whofe  corps 
had  paffed  by  Hartmanfdorf,  Priebus,  Molka, 
Spremberg,  and  Senftenberg.  Werner  and 
Moring,  the  one  at  Priebus  and  the  other  at 
Spremberg,  had,  on  their  road,  beaten  two  Au- 
ftrian  detachments,  and  had  taken  above  five 
hundred  prifoners.  The  army  encamped,  on 
the  1 2th,  between  Bockfdorf  and  Reichenberg, 
where  the  king  held  a  conference  with  hishigh- 
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jiefs,  that  they  might  take  fuch  meafures  as  Wetiei 
requifite,  under  the  prefent  circumftances.  The 
army  began  its  march,  on  the  fame  evening, 
with  intent  to  occupy  the  heights  of  Weiffig 
before  the  enemy.  The  Auftrians  had  a  poft 
at  the  White  Stag,  from  which  it  was  neceffary 
they  fhould  be  diflodged.  Hither  the  king 
diredlly  marched;  and  Wedel  took  the  road 
which  going  from  Radeberg  would  turn  that 
pofition.  The  Auftrians  were  forced  to  retire ; 
and,  as  foon  as  the  Pruffian  van  had  gained  the 
heights  of  Weiffig,  it  fell  on  the  huffars  and  dra¬ 
goons  that  had  repaired  thither,  to  protect  the 
encampment  of  marfhal  Daun.  Here  he  had 
come  to  trace  out  a  camp  for  his  troops.  All 
thefe  corps  were  repulfed,  and  the^  royal  army 
affumed  the  camp  of  Schonfeld,  facing  the  camp 
of  Daun,  which  extended  from  Lohmen,  through 
Stolpen,  toward  Bifehofswerder.  The  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  two  Pruffian  armies  was  imme¬ 
diately  fecured  by  bridges  over  the  Elbe.  The 
army  of  the  king  arrived  in  good  time ;  for 
Lafcy  was  commanded,  with  all  the  Auftrian 
grenadiers,  to  conftruft  a  bridge  at  Pilnitz ; 
and  it  muft  be  confeffed  that  Daun  might  have 
found  fufficient  time  to  execute  this  defign  be¬ 
fore  the  arrival  of  the  king,  had  afting  with 
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promptitude  and  ardour  been  any  part  of  his 
charadter. 

On  the  day  that  the  army  affiimed  the  pofitioh 
of  Schonfeld,  general  Retzow  was  fent  with  a 
detachment  to  dillodge  Laudon  from  Radc- 
berg,  whence  he  retired  for  Armfdorf  and  Fifch- 
bach.  It  was  determined  again  to  attack  him 
here,  and  for  this  purpofe  prince  Francis,  with 
fDme  battalions,  prefented  himfelf  in  his  front, 
while  Retzow  turned  him  on  the  right,  and  the 
king  on  the  left.  It  is  probable  his  corps  muft 
have  been  ruined  had  thefe  manoeuvres  been 
all  performed  at  once ;  but  it  generally  happens 
that  fuch  projeds  do  but  fucceed  in  part.  Lau¬ 
don  however  loft  more  than  five  hundred  men ; 
he  efcaped  (27th)  through  the  wood,  and  oc¬ 
cupied  the  fmall  hills  of  Harta,  where  he  en¬ 
camped  under  the  protedion  of  the  cannon  of 
marfhal  Daun. 

Thefe  trifling  advantages  were  entirely  un- 
decifive.  One  of  the  principal  objeds  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  king  was  to  remove 
the  Imperial  army  from  the  banks  of  the  Elbe. 
This  was  difficult  to  effed,  otherwife  than  by 
infpiring  Daun  with  fears  for  the  convoys  which 
he  drew  from  Zittau,  and  thus  obliging  him  to 
make  the  wifhed-for  motions.  The  king  quit¬ 
ted  his  camp  of  Schdnberg,  and  led  his  army  to 
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Ramnau,  by  which  the  Pruflians  approached 
the  flank  of  the  foe ;  and,  to  occafion  him  more 
inquietude,  Retzow  repaired  to  Bautzen,  where 
he  took  poft  with  his  corps.  Laudon  ftill  oc¬ 
cupied  a  height  near  Bifchofswerder,  oppofite 
to  the  Pruflian  left,  which  it  was  determined  to 
take.  To  this  effedt  the  prince  of  Wurtembcrg 
came  on  the  back  of  the  Auilrians,  while  the 
king  prefented  himfelf  in  front.  Laudon  did 
not  wait  for  adlion,  but  retreated,  in  great  con- 
fufion,  beyond  Bifchofswerder,  while  the  Pruf¬ 
lians  occupied  his  camp  and  the  town. 

Daun  feared,  in  his  turn,  that  the  pofition  of 
the  Pruflians  might  do  him  an  injury.  He  had 
now  renounced  the  projedts  that  had  been  formed 
againft  the  army  of  prince  Henry ;  he  was 
obliged  to  approach  his  fubfiftence  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  propofed  to  choofe  a  poft  by  which  he 
might  cut  off  the  Pruflians  from  Silefia,  and 
give  Harfch  time  to  befiege  and  take  Neifs. 
On  the  5th  of  Odfober,  the  marflial  forfook  the 
vicinage  of  the  Elbe,  and,  palling  by  Krufe 
and  Neukirch,  encamped  at  Kitlitz,  on  the 
heights  of  Lobau,  as  far  as  the  Stremberg. 
The  prince  of  Durlach  was  polled  with  his  re- 
ferve,  from  Reichenbach  and  Arnfdorf,  toward 
Doberfehutz.  On  this  motion  of  the  enemy, 
Retzow  was  fent  to  occupy  the  W eiflenberg. 

The 
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The  army  marched  to  Bautzen,  whence  Wedei 
was  detached,  with  fix  battalions  and  fome  ca¬ 
valry,  to  oppofe  the  Swedes,  who  had  advanced 
to  Pafewalk.  From  Bautzen  the  royal  army 
marched  (the  loth)  toward  the  enemy,  and 
took  a  pofition  between  Hochkirchen  and  Koc- 
titz  :  the  head  quarters  were  at  Radewitz. 

The  army  was  at  this  time  weakened  by  the 
departure  of  the  detachment  under  Wedei,  and  of 
the  large  garrifon  necelTary  for  Bautzen,  to  pro- 
teft  the  bread  againfl  the  enterprifes  of  the  foe. 
The  king’s  intention  was,  by  taking  the  camp 
of  Hochkirchen,  to  conceal  his  real  d  elign  from 
the  Auftrians ;  which  was  to  join  Retzow,  polled 
on  the  Pruflian  flank,  and,  after  the  junction,  to 
fall  upon  the  prince  of  Durlach,  on  the  fide  of 
Debitfch,  which  could  not  be  executed  fooner  than 
the  night  of  the  14th,  becaufe  that  fubfiftence 
for  the  army  could  not  be  fooner  provided  and 
arranged.  A  part  of  the  convoy  however  came 
up  on  the  12th ;  marfhal  Keith,  who  was  with  it, 
was  attacked  on  the  road  by  Laudon,  who  was 
repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  eighty  men.  Th^ 
prince  of  Lichtenflein,  lieutenant-colonel  in 
the  Ldwenftein  regiment,  was  among  the  pri- 
foners.  After  this  affair,  Laudon,  having  af- 
fembled  his  difperfed  troops,  took  pofl  in  a 
wood  which  was  a  long  quarter  of  a  league, 
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German  meafure,  beyond  die  Pruffian  right,^ 
facing  the  village  of  Hochkirchen  :  a  marfliy 
bottom  feparated  the  flank  of  the  king  firom, 
tliefe  heights. 

The  battle,  of  which  we  ihall  immediately 
fpeak,  obliges  us  to  enter  into  a  circumftantial 
defcription  of  the  ground,  occupied  by  the  two 
armies.  The  village  of  Hochkirchen,  where 
the  right  of  the  king  was  fupported,  Hands  on 
an  eminence.  A  church-yard,  with  a  thick 
ftone  wall,  capable  of  containing  a  battalion, 
overlooks  the  whole  country.  The  village  ex¬ 
tending  in  length  formed  a  natural  flank  for  the 
army,  and  was  garniflied  with  fix  battalions. 
A  battery  of  fifteen  pieces  was  ereHed  at  the 
angle  of  the  front  and  the  flank.  Before  the 
van  of  the  line  ran  a  rivulet  between  rocky 
banks :  below  the  height  of  Hochkirchen  was 
a  windmill  and  fome  cottages,  where  a  free  bat¬ 
talion  had  been  placed  to  defend  the  pafifage, 
which  was  the  more  certain  becaufe  it  was  under 
the  protection  of  the  Pruffian  artillery  of  the 
head  quarters,  toward  Radewitz.  A  part  of 
the  camp  paffed  the  rivulet,  becaufe  of  the 
heights  which  it  was  necefiTary  to  occupy,  and 
of  the  communication  with  the  corps  of  Retzow, 
which  was  fecured  and  the  road  abridged,  by  this 
pofition. 

The 
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The  right  of  marfhal  Daun,  as  we  have  faid, 
>Vas  fupported  on  the  Stremberg  ;  his  centre  was 
on  impregnable  heights ;  his  left  inclined  toward 
Jauernick  and  Sornitz.  Daun  fecretly  pre¬ 
pared  roads  for  four  columns,  that  led  to  the 
wood  of  which  Laudon  had  taken  poffeffion, 
His  intention  was  to  attack  the  Pruflian  army  in 
four  parts  at  once ;  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  poft 
of  Laudon  ;  at  the  mill  occupied  by  the  free 
battalion  ;  from  that  part  toward  Kottitz  which 
lay  beyond  the  rivulet ;  and  the  fourth  attack 
was  to  be  made,  by  the  prince  of  Durlach,  on 
the  poll;  of  the  Weiffenberg,  where  Retzow 
commanded. 

It  was  on  the  night  of  the  13  th  of  Odlober 
that  the  marlhal  executed  his  plan.  The  attack 
of  the  mill  and  the  free  battalion  was  the  firft, 
which  the  enemy  carried  without  any  great  dif¬ 
ficulty.  Laudon,  having  at  the  fame  time 
found  means  to  glide  with  his  pandours  on  the 
back  of  the  army,  fet  fire  to  the  village  of  Hoch- 
kirchen,  which  obliged  it  to  be  abandoned  by 
the  Pruflian  battalions.  Amid  this  confulion, 
the  enemy  feized  on  the  battery  which  was  at 
the  angle  of  the  village,  while  the  brave  major 
Lange,  with  a  battalion  of  the  margrave  Charles, 
threw  himfelf  into  the  church- yard  of  Hoch- 
kirchen.  The  men  had  only  time  p  run  tp 
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arms,  and  not  fufficient  to  ftrike  their  tents. 
The  king  heard  the  firing  of  artillery,  and, 
though  he  received  no  intelligence,  immediately 
took  three  brigades  from  the  centre,  with  which 
he  marched  to  the  right.  The  darknefs  was  fo 
great  that  it  was  impolfible  to  fee  a  flep  in  ad¬ 
vance.  It  w'as  foon  perceived  that  the  enemy 
was  mafter  of  the  Pruffian  grand  battery,  becaufe 
the  cannon  balls  flew  into  the  cam.p,  and  this 
would  have  been  impoffible  from  the  Auftrian 
batteries.  The  glare  of  light  from  the  flames 
Hochkirchen  aided  the  Pruflian  difpofitions. 
The  king  came  on  the  rear  of  his  camp  to  turn 
this  village.  On  his  march,  the  men  fell  in 
with  a  corps  of  Auftrian  grenadiers,  three  hun¬ 
dred  of  whom  were  taken ;  but,  in  the  confufion 
of  the  battle,  not  having  men  enough  to  guard 
them,  moft  of  them  efcaped.  The  Pruflian  in¬ 
fantry  turned  Hochkirchen,  and  began  to  repulfe 
the  Auftrians,  w'hen  it  was  itfelf  repulfed  by 
fome  fquadrons  of  the  foe,  that  could  not  be 
diftinguifhed  in  the  dark.  The  gendarmes 
and  the  regiment  of  Vafold  made  a  vigorous 
charge;  all  whom  they  encountered  gave  way: 
but,  unable  to  guide  themfelves  amid  the  dark¬ 
nefs,  they  fell  upon  the  infantry  pofted  at  the 
wood  wdnch  Laudon  had  occupied  the  day  before. 
Here  was  the  whole  artillery  of  the  Auftrians, 
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with  the  infantry,  well  and  advantageoufly  efta^ 
bliflied.  The  cannon  firing  cafe-fhot  forced 
the  Pruffian  cavalry  to  retire  to  the  infantry. 

Marfiial  Keith  and  prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt, 
on  the  other  fide,  endeavoured  to  recover  the 
battery  that  was  loft.  They  put  themfelves  at 
the  head  of  fome  battalions  to  traverfe  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Hochkirchen,  the  road  through  which 
IS  narrow;  feven  men  can  fcarcely  march  a-breaft 
there ;  and  as  they  left  it  they  found  themfelves 
fo  confiderably  out-winged,  by  the  Auftrians, 
that  they  could  neither  form  nor  lead  their 
troops  to  the  charge,  but  were  foon  obliged  to 
■retreat.  Marftial  Keith  was  killed,  general 
Geift  mortally  wounded,  and  prince  Maurice 
dangeroufty.  Though  different  attempts  were 
made  to  pafs  the  village,  there  were  no  means 
of  fucceeding,  the  conflagration  was  fo  great, 
and  the  battle  was  loft. 

In  order  to  cover  the  retreat,  the  king  fent 
Retzow  orders  to  join  him  inceffantly.  This 
general  had  thrice  repulfed  the  prince  of  Dur- 
lach.  As  the  latter  could  not  attack  him  but 
by  marching  through  a  defile,  Retzow  fuffered 
as  many  enemies  to  come  up  as  he  pleafed,  after 
which  he  charged  and  overthrew  them,  with 
confiderable  lofs,  at  the  place  where  they  left 
the  defile.  This  manoeuvre  had  been  three 
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times  repeated  when  he  received  orders  to  join 
the  king.  He  arrived  feafonably  for  the  left  of 
the  PruffianSj  which  the  king  had  been  obliged 
to  difgarniih  that  he  might  fuccour  the  right, 
hut  not  foon  enough  to  prevent  the  battalion  of 
Kleift  being  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  and 
conftrained  to  lay  down  their  arms.  The  right 
of  the  army  was  fupported,  in  defpite  of  the 
efforts  of  the  foe  to  pafs  the  village  of  Hoch- 
kirchen. 

The  battle  had  begun  at  four  o’clock ;  at  ten 
the  church-yard  was  carried  ;  the  village  and  the 
battery  already  were  loft ;  the  enemy  was  too  well 
eftabliflied  to  be  diflodged  ;  the  heavy  corps  of 
cavalry  came  on  the  back  of  the  army;  and 
Retzow  had  abandoned  the  Weiffenberg.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances  the  pofition  of  the  army 
might  no  longer  be  maintained,  and  nothing 
remained  but  retreat.  The  cavalry  firft  de¬ 
fended  into  the  plains,  to  cover  the  march  of 
the  infantry,  and  the  infantry  then  took  the 
road  for  Doberfehutz,  where  the  camp  was 
marked  out,  and  the  corps  of  Retzow  confti- 
tuted  the  rear-guard  of  the  army.  The  Auftrian 
cavalry  feveral  times  attacked  the  Pruffians,  but 
was  vigorouily  repulfed  by  Seidlitz,  and  the 
prince  of  Wurtemberg.  The  camp  the  army 
affumed  was  good,  near  Bautzen,  furrounded 

by 
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by  a  double  marlby  ditch,  and  was  upon  hills 
which  were  not  overlooked  on  any  fide.  Mar- 
{hal  Daun,  the  fame  day,  returned  into  his 
former  camp,  and  did  not  appear  to  have  ob¬ 
tained  a  vidlory. 

We  have  already  faid  the  P  ruffians  loft  perfons 
highly  worthy  to  be  regretted,  becaufe  of  their 
great  merit.  Such  were  marlhal  Keith,  prince 
Francis  of  Brunfwick,  and  general  Geift.  Moft 
pf  the  generals  were  either  hurt  or  wounded ;  as 
were  the  king,  the  margrave  Charles,  and  many 
Others  whom  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  name. 
The  army  was  deprived  of  three  thoufand  men, 
chiefly  infantry,  and  of  the  prifoners  it  had 
taken.  Only  one  general,  named  Vittelefchi, 
and  feven  hundred  men  remained. 

While  thefe  events  palfed  in  Lufatia,  generals 
de  Ville  and  Harfch  kept  Neifsclofely  blockaded. 
Information  was  received  that  a  train  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  pieces  of  artillery  and  forty  mortars  were 
to  leave  Olmutz  for  Silefia.  Combining  thefe 
preparations  with  the  effecft  which  the  battle 
gained  muft  produce  on  the  minds  of  the 
Auftrians,  it  was  eafy  to  predieft  the  fiege  of  Neifs 
would  be  the  refult.  The  place  was  too  im¬ 
portant  for  the  king  not  to  employ  all  imaginable 
means  for  its  falvation.  The  fiege  however 
yould  not  be  raifed  except  by  marching  an 
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army  into  Silefia.  It  was  difficult  to  avoid  de¬ 
ranging  affairs  in  one  country /while  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  re-efcablifli  them  in  another,  i^t  length, 
intelligence  being  obtained  that  the  Ruffians  had 
abandoned  Stargard,  and  direfled  their  march 
through  Reez  and  Calies  for  Poland,  the  king 
took  the  following  meafures.  He  fent  for  his 
brother,  with  ten  battalions  and  fome  artillery, 
to  replace  that  which  had  been  loft.  Count 
Dohna  received  orders  to  march  into  Saxony, 
and  only  to  leave  a  corps  in  Pomerania,  under 
the  command  of  Platen,  to  fuccour  Colberg, 
which  was  befieged  by  fifteen  thoufand  Ruffians, 
tinder  Palmbach.  He  was  commanded  to 
direct  his  march  for  Torgau,  that  he  might 
thence  turn  on  whichever  fide  his  prefence 
fhould  be  moft  neceffary.  Finck  took  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  remainder  of  the  corps  of  prince 
Henry  which  held  the  camp  of  Gamig. 

While  thefe  orders  were  difpatched,  Daun 
advanced,  and  encamped  near  die  army  of  the 
king.  A  detachment  covered  his  flank  at 
Buchwald ;  his  right  was  fupported  at  Cannewitz, 
whence  the  line  extended  by  Belgern,  Wurchen, 
and  Dreffa,  in  a  femicircular  form,  through 
Grubfehutz  and  Strela.  The  referve  was  polled 
at  Hochkirchen.  However  formidable  might 
be  the  afpe£l  of  thefe  troops,  the  Pruffians  had 
7  the 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SEVEN  YEARS  WAR. 

the  lefs  to  fear  becaufe  that  fcarcely  had  the 
Auftrians  affumed  this  pofition  before  they  in¬ 
trenched  themfeives  to  the  very  teeth.  The 
two  points  which  merited  moil  ferious  attention 
were  the  prefervation  of  Bautzen,  where  the 
fubfiftence  and  ovens  of  the  army  were,  and  the 
mill  of  Malfchwitz,  which  was  on  a  height, 
and  which  the  enemy  muft  not  be  fuffered  to 
poflefs. 

The  king  guarded  the  town  of  Bautzen, 
againft  the  attempts  of  the  Auftrians,  by  an  inter¬ 
mediate  corps,  which  he  placed  between  that 
town  and  his  right ;  but  to  the  mill,  at  the 
extremity  of  the  left,  he  only  fent  fome  huf- 
fars,  that  the  enemy  might  not  perceive  how 
important  this  poll  w'as  to  the  Pruflians.  The 
reafon  of  afting  thus  was  that  the  mill  was  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  left,  fo  that  keeping 
the  pofition  of  the  army  it  could  not  be  main¬ 
tained,  becaufe  of  its  diftance  ;  and  the  reafon 
of  its  importance  was  that,  on  the  meditated 
march  of  the  king,  he  could  not  gain  Gdrlitz 
before  Daun,  if  his  columns  did  not  pafs  at  the 
foot  of  this  mill,  where  if  the  enemy  had 
placed  any  troops  he  muft  have  crofted  the 
Spree  behind  his  camp,  and  re-pafted  it  lower 
down,  by  which  his  army  muft  have  made  a 
circuit  of  two  miles.  Marlha]  Daun,  in  the 
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meantime  imagined  that  the  king,  when  he  flioutd 
hear  of  the  fiege  of  Neifs,  could  find  no  other 
expedient  to  gain  Silefia  than  that  of  attacking 
him ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  of  his  afluming 
the  pofition  of  Cannewitz  and  Wurchen,  and 
of  his  intrenching  himfelf.  That  fo  it  was  is 
apparent  from  the  letter  he  wrote  to  Harfch,  in 
which  he  fays,  “  continue  your  fiege  in  tran- 

quillity ;  I  fhall  detain  the  king;  he  is  cut 
**  off  from  Silefia ;  and,  fhould  he  attack  me, 
“  you  will  hear  a  good  account  of  him.”  It 
happened  very  different  to  the  fuppofitions  of 
the  marfhal. 

Prince  Henry  with  his  detachment  departed 
from  Gamig,  paffed  through  Marienfchein,  and 
on  the  2ift  arrived  at  the  royal  army,  without 
encountering  any  foe  on  his  route.  Every  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  march  could  not  be  made  fooner 
than  the  24th,  and  the  fame  evening  the  army 
was  in  motion.  The  garrifon  of  Bautzen  ferved 
as  an  efcort  to  the  army  provifions.  This  corps 
began  its  march  on  the  preceding  night,  and 
paffed  through  Kumerau,  Neudorf,  Trauben, 
and  Culmen.  The  army  proceeded  in  two 
columns.  The  rear-guard  formed  on  the  right 
of  the  windmill,  whence  it  took  the  road  for 
Leichnau  and  Ifchmitz,  entirely  turning  the 
right  of  the  enemy.  It  afterward  inclined 
a  toward 
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Coward  Weyerfdorf,  and  from  thence  for  Ullerf- 
dorf,  where  the  army  encamped.  Moring,  who 
led  the  van- guard  of  the  baggage,  furprifed 
three  hundred  Auftrian  horfe,  near  Ullerfdorf, 
few  of  whom  efcaped ;  and  the  column  of  the 
king  having,  near  Weyerfdorf,  (the  25th)  fell 
in  with  a  battalion  of  pandours,  who  did  not 
fuppofe  any  enemy  near,  this  battalion  was 
totally  dcftroyed. 

On  the  morrow  (the  26th)  the  army  was  in 
motion  before  break  of  day,  that  it  might  gain 
Gdrlitz  fooner  than  marflial  Daun.  The  van¬ 
guard  of  huffars  and  dragoons  arrived  here  firft, 
and  found  a  corps  of  cavalry  behind  a  defile, 
on  the  fide  of  Rauchertfwalde,  which,  in  a  fitua- 
tion  fo  advantageous,  it  was  impoffible  to  attack. 
Every  attempt  was  made  by  Ikirmilhing  to  en¬ 
gage  it  to  combat,  but  ineffectually.  Informa¬ 
tion  was  brought  by  a  deferter  that  this  was  a 
corps  of  carabineers  and  horfe-grenadiers,  com¬ 
manded  by  a  Spanifli  general  named  Ayaffas ; 
and  on  hearing  this  it  was  refolved  to  infult  his 
Spanifh  pride,  that  he  might  be  engaged  to  pafs 
the  defile,  and  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  beaten.  To 
this  effect  he  was  provoked  by  the  huffars;  and 
the  Spaniard  paffed  the  defile  in  a  fury,  and  fell 
upon  thofe  whom  he  fuppofed  had  treated  him 

with 
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with  contempt.  The  dragoons  immediately 
charged  and  drove  his  troops  back  into  the  very 
defile  he  had  fo  imprudently  pafiTed.  He  loft 
eight  hundred  men,  whom  the  Pruffians  took, 
and  efcaped  under  the  hill  of  Landfkron,  where 
the  prince  of  Durlach  had  lately  come  up  with 
the  referve  under  his  command.  The  infantry 
of  the  Pruflian  van- guard  arrived  at  the  fame 
time,  and  was  employed  to  feize  on  Gdrlitz, 
v/hich  furrendered  without  any  great  difficulty. 
The  army  of  the  king  here  fupported  its  left ; 
its  right  extended  to  Girbiefdorf  and  Eberfbach. 
The  flank  was  covered  by  a  muddy  rivulet  which 
runs  in  a  valley ;  the  fide  of  which  oppofite  the 
Pruffians  was  fteep. 

The  Auftrians  arrived  in  the  afternoon. 
Daun  extended  his  army  behind  the  Landfkron, 
from  OfTeg  toward  Marckerfdorf.  The  king 
was  obliged  to  keep  his  camp,  that  he  might 
employ  fome  days  in  the  arrangement  of  fub- 
fiftence,  fo  that  the  army  was  not  again  in  motion 
before  the  30th.  The  troops  decamped  by 
night  to  pafs the  NeifTe,  before  intelligence  fhould 
be  gained  by  the  enemy.  Laudon  was  found 
in  ambufli  in  the  wood  of  Schdnberg.  This 
was  a  light  march  to  the  Pruffians,  becaufe  the 
baggage  and  provifions  had  taken  the  route  of 

Naum- 
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Naumburg-am-Queis.  The  rear-guard  was  at¬ 
tacked  near  Schonberg,  and  the  whole  route  was 
one  battle.  Laudon  was  encouraged  by  a 
inforcement  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  that  had 
been  fent  him  by  Daun.  Prince  Henry,  who 
commanded  the  rear,  made  fuch  excellent  dif- 
pofitions,  by  reciprocally  fupporting the  brigades, 
and  timely  replacing  them,  in  order  to  receive 
thofe  that  retired  to  continue  their  march,  that 
time  only  was  loft.  Lieutenant-general  Bulow 
and  about  two  hundred  foldiers  were  indeed 
wounded;  but  there  were  not  at  the  moft  above 
fifteen  men  killed. 

It  was  neceflary  to  throw  bridges  over  the 
Queis,  at  Lauban,  which 'occafioned  the  lofs  of 
the  day.  On  the  ift  of  November  the  army 
took  the  road  for  Silefia.  Preparations  were 
particularly  made  to  give  the  enemy  a  good  re¬ 
ception  on  the  rear ;  for  his  force  was  fufficient 
to  merit  this  attention.  The  two  wings  of  the 
Pruflian  camp  were  on  the  fummits  of  two 
mountains,  each  of  which  ended  toward  the 
Queis.  The  more  Lauban  was  approached  the 
more  thefe  heights  commanded  that  of  the  camp* 
A  feparate  rear-guard  was  formed  on  each  of 
them.  The  king  was  on  the  hill  of  the  right, 
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the  margrave  on  that  of  the  left ;  the  huflafs 
were  placed  in  the  bottom  between  thefe  two. 
corps  of  infantry,  to  ad;  as  occafion  Ihould  re¬ 
quire.  Behind  thefe,  brigades  of  infantry  and 
artillery,  in  gradation,  occupied  the  prevailing 
heights,  that  each  corps,  as  it  retired,  might 
march  under  the  protedion  of  another. 

'  On  the  firft  motion  of  retreat  made  by  the 
Pruffians,  Laudon  ardently  haftened  to  fall  on 
the  rear-guard,  and  was  nearly  taken  by  the 
hulfars.  He  was  delirous  of  being  the  firft  to 
occupy  the  ground  the  king  had  quitted,  and 
here  his  artillery  was  brought.  But  the  heavy 
fire  from  the  Pruffian  batteries  difmounted 
his  guns,  put  his  infantry  into  diforder,  and  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  fly.  He  three  times  endeavoured  to 
renew  this  manoeuvre,  but  always  without  effed; 
a  reception  fimilar  to  the  firft  afforded  fimilar 
obftacles,  till  at  length  the  hulfars  of  Puttkam- 
mer,  in  ambufeade,  left  the  wood,  fell  upon  his 
troops,  and  for  that  day  difgufted  him  with 

difturbing  the  march  of  the  Pruffians. 

\ 

Hishighnefs,  who  had  taken  poll  on  the  op- 
polite  (bore  of  the  Queis,  there  received  the 
rear-guard  ;  after  which  he  parted  with  the  king 
his  brother.  The  monarch  marched  through 
L.owenberg,  Pombfen,  Jauernick,  and  Girelf- 

dorf. 
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dorf,  to  NoiTen ;  and  prince  Henry  to  Land- 
fliut,  on  the  6th,  where  he  relieved  general 
Fouquet,  who  joined  the  king  on  his  route  to 
N  eifs. 

The  fiege  of  Neifs  had  been  begun  by  Harfch 
on  the  20th  of  OAober.  He  had  directed  his 
attack  on  the  fort  of  Pruffia,  lying  toward 
Heiderfdorf.  The  fecond  parallel  that  was 
finilhed  was  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  fathoms 
from  the  covered  way,  and  the  batteries  were 
all  mounted.  Although  Daun  had  fent  him 
fuccours  by  the  way  of  Silberberg,  the  Auftrians 
raifed  the  fiege  on  the  rumour  of  the  approach 
of  the  king.  Trelkow,  the  governor  of  Neifs, 
profited  by  the  moment,  and  made  a  fally, 
on  which  occafion  the  enemy  loft  eight  hundred 
men.  Harfch  and  de  Ville  haftily  retired, 
paflTedthe  Neilfe,  and  retreated  through  Ziegen- 
hals  to  Jsegerndorf,  leaving  a  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  ammunition  in  the  environs  of  Neifs, 
which  they  wanted  time  to  remove. 

Fouquet  followed  the  enemy  into  upper 
Silefia,  and  took  poll  at  Neuftadt,  where  he 
could  obferve  them  the  beft.  Scarcely  had 
the  troops  arrived  in  the  vicinage  of  Neifs  before 
the  king  undertook  a  new  expedition.  After 
the  Pruffians  had  left  Lufatia,  marfhal  Daun, 
on  the  4th  of  Oftober,  had  taken  the  road  of 
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the  Elbe ;  which  river  he  pafled  on  the  ydi, 
and  encamped  at  Pirna.  Finck,  who  had  re¬ 
mained  at  Gemich  (Gamig)  during  the  abfence 
of  prince  Henry,  was  unable  to  maintain  this 
poll  againft  an  enemy  fo  fuperior  in  numbers. 
He  retreated  to  the  Windberg,  and  thence  for 
Keflelfdorf ;  while  Daun  detached  the  foops  of 
the  circles  toward  Eulenburg,  Torgau,  and 
Leipfic.  Count  Dohna  was  on  his  march  in 
thefe  parts.  The  Ruffians  as  we  have  faid  had 
taken  the  road  for  Poland,  general  Palmbach 
excepted,  who,  with  a  detachm.ent  of  lomc 
thoufands  of  men,  had  laid  fiege  to  Colberg. 
This  Ruffian  general  had  been  aftive  on  the  26th 
and  27th  of  Odober.  He  gave  fucceffive  af- 
faults  on  the  covered  way,  and  was  each  time 
vigorouffy  repulfed.  A  new  attack  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  29th,  and  the  Ruffians  had  even 
placed  boats,  by  means  of  which  they  hoped 
to  pafs  the  great  moat,  and  take  the  place  by 
ftorm.  Count  Dohna  having  fent  Platen  to 
the  fuccour  of  Colberg,  this  general  beat  a  corps 
of  obfervation  placed  by  the  Ruffians  near 
Greiffenberg ;  after  which  he  advanced  to 
Treptow.  His  arrival  made  Palmbach  con¬ 
ceive  a  diffike  to  fieges  and  aflaults ;  and  he 
retired,  by  Cdfflin  and  Bublitz,  into  Poland. 
The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  3d,  and  the 

town 
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town  was  relieved  on  the  29th  of  Odlober, 
The  governor,  Hcyden,  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
during  the  fiege  by  his  good  order,  vigilance, 
and  fortitude. 

Count  Dohna  called  in  Wedel  to  his  army, 
who  had  adled  againft  the  Swedes,  had  beaten 
them  at  Fehrbellin,  had  driven  them  tlircugh 
Ruppin,  beyond  Prenzlow,  had  taken  an  entiie 
detachment  of  Heffenftein  in  the  lor  dfhip  of 
M.  von  Arnim,  and  had  been  every  where  at¬ 
tended  by  vidtory.  He  was  relieved  by  Man- 
teufel,  who  had  fewer  troops ;  and  during  the 
march  into  Saxony,  Wedel  conduded  the 
van-guard  of  Dohna. 

When  Haddick  arrived  near  Torgau,  on  the 
1 2th,  the  Pruffian  van-guard  appeared  there  at 
the  fame  time.  Haddick  retreated  through  the 
wood  for  Eulenburg.  (15th)  Wedel  followed 
his  footfteps,  and,  though  the  bridges  "of  the 
Elfter  were  broken  down,  the  Pruffian  cavalry 
forded  the  river,  and  fell  fo  feafonably  on  the 
foe  that  Haddick  loft  two  hundred  men,  and 
three  field  pieces.  Count  Dohna  followed 
Wedel  from  Eulenburg,  and  advanced  on 
Leipfic,  which  the  army  of  the  circles  had 
invefted.  The  prince  de  Deuxponts,  intimi¬ 
dated  by  the  check  Haddick  had  fuftained, 
did  not  wait  the  approach  of  the  Pruffians,  but 
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raifed  the  fiege,  and  haftily  retired  for  Colditz^- 
He  thence  turned  toward  Plauen,  and  went  to 
take  quarters  in  the  empire,  on  the  fide  of  Hof 
and  Barcuth. 

While  the  prince  de  Deuxponts  and  Had^ 
dick  fled  to  gain  the  empire,  marfhal  Daun 
approached  Drefden.  The  Pruflian  corps,  too 
much  expofed  at  KelTelfdorf,  paffed  the  Elbe 
and  encamped  in  the  fuburb  of  new  Drefden, 
between  the  Fifehhaus  and  the  Scheunens. 
Schmettau,  the  governor  of  Drefden,  perceiv¬ 
ing  the  Auftrians  were  preparing  to  feize  on 
the  fuburb  of  Pirna,  fet  it  on  fire.  Daun  was 
careful  of  the  royal  children,  who  were  in  the 
city,  otherwife  it  is  to  be  prefumed  he  would 
have  been  more  enterprizing  ;  the  moats  of  the 
place  however  were  good. 

The  king  had  quitted  Silefia;  his  van-guard 
was  at  the  WeiflTenberg;  fo  that  the  governor 
might  fafely  exped  the  arrival  of  aid.  The 
return  of  the  king  deranged  the  projeds  of 
piiarfliai  Daun.  Count  Dohna  had  expelled  the 
army  of  the  circles,  the  feafon  was  advanced, 
•and  the  royal  army  might  in  three  days  be 
at  the  gates  of  Drefden.  Thefe  various  con- 
fiderations  infpired  Daun  with  the  wifli  to 
rdteat.  He  decamped,  on  the  15th,  for 
Griinau  and  i^eibnitz,  and  returned  into 

Bohemia, 
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Bohemia,  where  he  Tent  his  troops  into  winter 
quarters. 

On  the  news  of  his  departure  the  margrave 
Charles,  who  was  with  the  main  army,  at 
Gdrlitz,  received  orders  to  return  with  the  troops 
into  Silefia.  The  king,  who  was  at  the  Weiffen- 
berg,  advanced  to  Drefden ;  where  arrange¬ 
ments  were  taken  for  winter  quarters.  Count 
Dohna  returned  into  Pomerania  and  Meck- 
lenbourg.  Hulfen  took  poft  at  Freyberg,  on 
the  frontiers  of  Bohemia.  Itzenplitz  com¬ 
manded  at  Zwickau,  and  a  line  was  drawn  in 
Silefia  along  the  Bohemian  frontiers,  from 
Greiffenberg  to  Glatz.  Fouquet  occupied 
J^gerndorf,  Leobfchutz,  Neuftadt,  and  the 
environs. 

We  have  but  flightly  noticed  the  campaign 
of  the  Swedes,  to  whom  only  detachments 
from  the  garrifon  of  Stettin  had  been  oppofed, 
till  the  time  that  the  king  fent  the  corps  un¬ 
der  Wedel,  from  the  camp  of  Ramnau  in 
Lufatia.  Theprowefsof  the  Swedes  confided  in 
penetrating  into  the  open  country,  when  and 
where  they  found  no  oppofition.  A  feeble 
detachment  reduced  them  to  the  defenfive ; 
and,  far  from  making  conquefls,  they  thought 
themfelves  exceedingly  happy  to  find  they  were 

U  4  per- 
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permitted  during  the  winter  to  canton  in  the 
vicinity  of  Stralfund. 

We  have  in  like  manner  filently  pafled 
over  fome  detachments  fent  by  his  royal  high- 
nefs,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fpring,  toward 
Bareuth  and  Bamberg.  Driefen  and  Meyer 
headed  thefe  petty  expeditions,  the  end  of 
which  was  to  retard  the  operations  of  the 
army  of  the  circles,  and  to  fpread  terror 
among  fuch  of  the  princes  of  Germany  as  had 
declared  againfl;  the  king. 

If  we  take  a  fummary  view  of  this  cam¬ 
paign,  we  fliall  find  that  it  is  diftinguiflred 
from  other  campaigns  by  the  number  of  the 
fleges  that  were  raifed.  There  were  but  two 
places  taken ;  *Schweidnitz  by  the  Pruffians, 
and  the  Sonnenflein  by  the  troops  of  the 
empire.  The  king  raifed  the  fiege  of  Ol- 
mutz ;  the  Ruffians  the  fieges  of  Kuflrin 
and  of  Colberg ;  the  Auftrians  thofe  of  Neifs 
and  of  Drefden ;  and  the  troops  of  the 
circles  thofe  of  Torgau  and  of  Leipfic, 

After  the  clofe  of  this  long  and  fatiguing 
campaign,  the  king,  having  caufed  the  works 
of  the  Sonnenflein  to  be  rafed,  returned  into 
5ilefia^  and  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Breflau, 
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CHAP.  IX. 

^he  Winter  of  1758  to  1759. 

HE  royal  family  this  year  loft  two  illuf- 


JL  trious  perfons ;  the  one  was  the  prince  of 
Pruffia,  who  fell  into  a  decline,  and  was  car¬ 
ried  off,  at  the  beginning  of  June,  by  a  fuf- 
focating  catarrh,  at  the  time  that  the  Pruflians 
befieged  Olmutz.  The  goodnefs  of  his  heart 
and  intelligent  mind  fpoke  a  future  mild  and' 
happy  government,  and  made  him  regretted. 

The  margravefs  of  Bareuth  was  the  fecond  ; 
a  princefs  of  uncommon  merit,  with  a  cultivated 
underftanding,  a  mind  adorned  with  very  fu- 
perior  knowledge,  a  genius  apt  at  all  things, 
and  a  fmgular  talent  for  the  arts,  Thefe  happy 
gifts  of  nature  form,  however,  the  leaft  part 
of  her  eulogy.  Her  excellent  qualities,  her 
generous  and  benevolent  inclinations,  her 
noble  elevation  of  foul,  the  gentlenefs  of  her 
charafter,  all  united  in  her  the  brilliant  advan¬ 
tages  of  wit  to  the  unflaaken  virtues  of  the  heart  j 
virtues  which  fhe  never  falfified.  She  often 
fuffered  ingratitude  from  thofe  on  whom  fhe  had 
heaped  wealth  and  favours ;  but  there  is  no 
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example  of  her  having  deceived  any  perfon. 
The  king  and  this  worthy  fifter  were  in  habits  of 
the  moft  tender  and  conftant  friendfhip,  from 
love  that  was  formed  in  early  infancy,  that  had 
been  ftrengthened  by  the  fame  education,  the 
fame  feelings,  and  which  fidelity  unfhaken 
rendered  indiflbluble.  This  princefs,  whofe 
health  was  feeble,  was  fo  highly  aftedled  by  the 
dangers  that  threatened  her  family,  that  grief 
completed  the  ruin  of  her  conftitutioru  Her 
difeafe  foon  became  evident ;  the  phyficians 
knew  it  to  be  a  confirmed  dropfy.  Their  re¬ 
medies  were  ineffe<5lual ;  they  could  not  aid 
her.  She  died,  on  the  14  th  of  Odober  1758, 
with  a  courage  and  fortitude  of  foul  worthy 
the  highed  philofophy ;  and  on  the  very  day 
on  which  the  king  was  beaten  at  Hochkirchen 
by  the  Auftrians. 

The  Romans  would  not  have  failed  to  have 
attributed  fome  fatality  to  this  day,  thus  marked 
by  two  of  misfortune’s  ftrokes,  that  at  once  fell 
fo  heavy  on  the  king.  In  this  enlightened  age 
men  have  recovered  from  fuch  ftupid  errors  as 
would  induce  us  to  believe  one  day  can  be 
more  or  lefs  fortunate  than  another.  The  life 
of  man  hangs  but  by  a  hair ;  the  gain  or  lofs 
of  a  batle  depends  but  on  a  trifle.  Our  def- 
tinies  are  one  continued  chain  of  fecond  caufes, 

which. 
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which,  in  the  multitude  of  events  that  they 
lead  to,  mufl:  neceffarily  produce  good  and  evil 
fortune. 

In  this  year  terminated  the  pontificate  of  pope 
Benedid,  the  lead:  fuperftitious,  and  the  bed:  in¬ 
formed,  of  any  of  the  pontiffs  who  long  had  fat 
on  the  epifcopal  throne.  The  French,  Spanifh, 
and  Auftrian  fadions  eleded  Rezzonico,  the 
Venetian,  to  be  his  fuccelTor;  who  took  the  name 
of  Clement  XIII.  The  difference  of  the 
genius  of  thefe  two  popes  was  the  more  evident 
to  the  public  becaufe  Clement,  though  he  might 
be  a  good  pried:,  wanted  the  talents  neceffary  to 
the  fovereigns  of  Rome,  by  which  they  ftiould 
govern  their  dates  and  the  catholic  church. 
The  firfl  fleps  of  his  pontidcal  government 
were  all  falfe.  He  fent  maifhal  Daun  a  con- 
fecrated  toqua,*  and  a  fandified  fword,  for 
having  beaten  the  Prudians  at  Hochkircheni 
though  fuch  prefents,  according  to  the  cuflom 
of  the  Roman  court,  are  made  only  to  generals 
who  have  vanquifhed  pagan  nations,  or  have 
civilized  barbarians.  His  condud,  therefore, 
neceffarily  embroiled  him  with  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  to  whom  he  ought  to  have  paid  refped, 
becaufe  of  the  great  number  of  catholic  fub- 

jeds 
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je6ls  that  were  fettled  in  the  ftates  under  his 
domain. 

This  pope  had  more  important  difputes  with 
the  king  of  Portugal,  relative  to  the  Jefuits, 
who  had  made  war  on  the  Spaniards  and  Por- 
tuguefe  in  Paraguay,  and  had  even  beaten 
them.  After  the  quarrel,  the  king  of  Portugal 
no  longer  thought  proper  to  confide  the  fecrets 
of  his  confcience,  and  of  his  government,  to 
the  members  of  a  fociety  that  had  afted  as  the 
enemy  of  his  kingdom.  He  difmiffed  the 
Jefuit  who  had  been  his  ghoftly  father,  and 
chofe  a  confeffor  from  another  order.  The 
Jefuits,  to  revenge  this  affront,  which  was  to 
them  a  matter  of  tire  more  confequence  becaufc 
the  conduct  of  the  king  might  be  imitated  by 
other  monarchs,  caballed  in  the  ftate,  and  ex^. 
cited  all  the  grandees  of  the  kingdom,  over 
whom  they  had  any  influence,  againft  the  go¬ 
vernment.  Father  Malagrida,  animated  by  a 
more  ardent  zeal,  a  more  theological  hatred, 
than  his  brethren,  accomplifhed  a  confpiracy, 
by  his  intrigues,  againft  the  life  of  the  king,  of 
the  members  of  which  the  duke  d’Aveiros 
declared  himfelf  the  chief. 

This  duke,  knowing  the  king  was  to  take  an 
airing  in  his  coach,  concealed  the  confpirators 
on  the  road  where  the  monarch  was  to  pafs. 

The 
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Tlie  coachman  was  killed  at  the  firfl;  lire,  and  at 
the  fecond  the  king  had  his  arm  broken.  The 
fecret  of  the  confpiracy  was  long  after  difcovered 
by  letters,  which  the  chiefs  of  the  party  had 
written  to  Brazil,  there  to  raife  an  infurreftion. 
The  duke  d’Aveiros  and  his  accomplices  were 
arrefted;  they  unanimoully  depofed  that  the 
crime  had  been  fuggefted  to  them  by  the 
Jefuits,  who  were  the  inlligators  of  all  that  had 
happened. 

The  king  wifhed  to  inflid  an  exemplary 
punilhment  on  the  authors  of  this  abominable 
plot.  His  juft  refentment,  armed  by  the  laws, 
and  fuftained  by  the  tribunals  of  the  realm,  was 
ready  to  burft  forth  againft  the  Jefuits.  The 
pope  undertook  their  defence,  and  openly  op- 
pofed  the  courfe  of  juftice.  Thefe  fathers  were 
however  banilhed  the  kingdom,  and  went  to 
Rome,  where  they  were  received,  not  as  rebels 
and  traitors,  but  as  martyrs  heroically  fuffering 
for  the  faith.  Never  did  the  court  of  Rome 
give  fuch  caufe  of  fcandal.  However  vicious 
the  pontiffs  had  been,  whom  preceding  ages 
had  detefted,  not  one  of  them  had  openly 
declared  himfelf  the  protedor  of  crimes  and 
murderers. 

The  ill-judged  condud  of  the  pope  appeared 
to  influence  the  whole  clergy.  The  holy  toqua 

that 
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that  he  had  fent  to  marfhal  Daun  excited  a  capri¬ 
cious  zeal  among  the  ecclefiaftical  princes  of 
Germany.  The  eleftor  of  Cologn,  among 
others,  iffued  an  edidl  in  his  flates,  by  which 
he  forbade  his  proteftant  fubjefts,  under  fevere 
puniihment,  to  rejoice  for  the  advantages  which 
the  Pruffians  or  their  allies  might  gain  over  their 
enemies.  The  fafl,  which  of  itfelf  is  deferving 
of  little  notice,  merits  to  be  cited,  bccaufe  that  it 
charadlerifes  the  abfurdity  of  manners  in  an  age 
in  which  reafon  has,  in  other  refpefls,  made  fo 
great  a  progrefs.  But  thefe  farces,  which  were 
afted  by  petty  courts,  were  attended  with  no 
confequences  except  the  hiffes  of  the  public } 
whereas  the  paffions  that  agitated  the  great 
courts  of  Europe  produced  fcenes  more  fatally 
tragical. 

We  have  feen  that  not  long  fince  the  abbe 
de  Bernis  became  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  at 
Verfailles,  and  was  foon  created  a  cardinal,  for 
having  figned  the  treaty  of  Vienna.  So  long  as 
his  own  fortune  was  in  queftion,  all  ways  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  this  were  equal  to  him  ;  but, 
when  hefaw  himfelf  eftabliflied,  he  endeavoured 
to  maintain  himfelf  in  his  employment  by 
conduft  and  principles  lefs  variable,  and  in 
greater  conformity  to  the  permanent  interefts 
of  the  ftate.  His  views  all  were  turned  to  the 
7  procuring 
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procuring  of  peace,  in  order  to  terminate  a  war 
from  which  he  could  forefee  nothing  but  dif- 
advantage ;  and,  on  the  other  part,  to  releafe  his 
nation  from  a  forced  alliance,  the  burthen  of 
which  was  borne  by  France,  and  the  fruits  and 
utility  of  w^-ich  were  all  gathered  and  enjoyed 
by  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Addreffing  himfelf  to 
England,  by  clandeftine  and  fecret  means,  he 
there  began  a  negotiation  for  peace ;  but  the 
marchionefs  de  Pompadour  was  of  a  contrary 
opinion,  and  he  immediately  faw  himfelf  arrefted 
in  his  career.  By  his  ads  of  imprudence  he  had 
raifed  himfelf ;  by  his  fage  views  he  was  ruined. 
He  was  difgraced  for  having  fpoken  of  peace; 
and  fent  an  exile  into  the  bilhopric  of  Aix. 

The  duke  de  Choifeul,  a  native  of  Lorraine, 
ambaflador  from  France  to  the  court  of  Vienna, 
fon  of  M.  de  Stainville,  ambaflador  from  the 
emperor  at  Paris,  became  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  in  lieu  of  the  difgraced  cardinal.  He 
fignalized  his  entrance  into  theminiftry  by  a  new 
treaty  of  alliance,  which  he  concluded  with  the 
court  of  Vienna;  a  copy  of  which  we  have  given 
at  the  end  of  the  chapter,  that  we  might  not 
interrupt  the  connexion  of  the  narrative.  Who¬ 
ever  reads  it  will  perceive  the  afcendency  which 
the  court  of  Vienna  had  acquired  over  that  of 
Verfailles,  and  which  as  it  proceeded  did  but 

increafe. 
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increafe.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  difad vantageous 
treaty  that  he  had  concluded  with  the  emprefs 
queen,  the  duke  de  Choifeul  commanded  the 
Academie  des  Injcriptions,  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  to  ftrike  a  medal  which  fhould  eternize  the 
memory  of  that  event. 

The  two  courts  (topped  not  here  ;  they  em¬ 
ployed  their  common  credit  at  the  court  of 
Peterfburg,  to  inflame  the  hatred  of  the  emprefs, 
Elizabeth,  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia.  They 
remonftrated  to  her  that  it  became  her  to  wafli 
out  the  ftain  her  honour  had  received  at  Zorn- 
dorf,  by  fending  an  army  more  numerous  into 
the  field,  on  the  approaching  fpring.  Her  fa¬ 
vourite  inceffantly  repeated  that,  in  order  to 
change  the  contempt  of  the  Pruffians  for  the 
Ruffians  into  terror,  it  was  neceffary  fhe  fliould 
command  her  generals  to  adt  with  greater  vigour, 
and  to  follow  on  all  occafions  the  advice  they 
fhould  receive  from  the  allied  powers.  Thefe 
inlinuations  were  conducive  to  the  purpofc 
which  the  court  of  Vienna  had  in  view ;  that 
is,  •  to  make  her  allies  encounter  all  the  perils 
of  war,  and  to  hufband  all  its  advantages  for 
herfelf. 

The  king  of  Poland  was  a  party  in  all  thefe 
intrigues.  He  not  only  embittered  the  court 
of  Peterfburg  againft  that  of  Berhn  but,  wiflring 

likewife 
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likewife  to  gain  from  the  frlendfliip  of  the  eni' 
prefs  Elizabeth  advantages  in  favour  of  his 
family,  he  folicited  her  aid  for  the  procuring  of 
the  dutchy  of  Courland,  in  favour  of  his  third 
fon,  prince  Charles.  The  eriiprefs,  defirous  of 
obliging  the  Saxons,  gave  her  confent  j  and 
Auguftus  II.  inverted  his  fon  with  this  duchy. 
The  new  duke  repaired  to  Peterfourg,  to  return 
the  emprefs  thanks  for  the  grant.  But  this 
prince,  reftlefs  and  ardent,  rook  part  in  all  the 
cabals  of  the  court :  his  proceedings  embroiled 
him  with  the  grand  duke  and  dutchefs,  whofe 
hatred  he  incurred,  and  which  finally  occafioned 
his  ruin. 

While  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  beflowed  duchies 
and  appropriated  kingdoms,  fhe  herfelf  was  not 
without  apprehenfions.  She  dreaded  left  the 
Englifh,  the  allies  of  Pruffia,  diffatisfied  with 
the  conduft  the  Ruffians  had  held  toward  them 
from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  fhould 
fend  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic,  and  burn  the  port 
of  Cronfchlott.  To  prevent  any  fuch  attempts, 
her  miniflers  negotiated  a  treaty  of  aflbciation 
with  the  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  in 
order  to  interdid;  the  paflage  of  the  Sound  to 
foreign  fleets.  This  convention,  in  which  the 
Swedes  found  their  advantage,  and  to  which 
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the  fubfidies  of  France  obliged  the  Danes  to 
confent,  was  haftily  concluded  between  the  three 
powers. 

England  troubled  herfelf  little  concerning  the 
meafures  the  powers  of  the  north  were  taking, 
to  forbid  her  fquadrons  an  entrance  into  the 
Baltic.  She  ruled  over  the  ocean,  and  in  every 
other  fea  was  miftrefs ;  without  difturbing  her¬ 
felf  either  concerning  the  Baltic  or  the  Sound. 
Admiral  Bofeawen  and  general  Amherft  had 
taken  Cape  Breton;  Keppel  had  conquered 
the  ifland  of  Goree  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The 
Indies  prefented  fpoils  far  different  from  any 
to  be  found  on  the  flrores  of  Denmark,  Sweden, 
or  Ruffia. 

This  great  progrefs  of  the  Englillr  did  not 
eafe  the  king  of  the  load  under  which  he  la¬ 
boured,  nor  fecure  his  crown  from  impending- 
perils.  Fie  had  in  vain  requefted  a  fquadron 
of  the  Englifli,  to  cover  his  ports  in  the  Baltic, 
menaced  by  the  fleets  of  Ruffia  and  of  Sweden. 
His  ambaffador  Rexin,  at  the  Porte,  was  con¬ 
tinually  traverfed  in  his  negotiation  by  Mr.  Por¬ 
ter,  the  ambaffador  of  Great  Britain.  The  new 
emperor  of  the  Turks  was  deftitute  of  education, 
ignorant  of  bufinefs,  and  timid  to  an  extreme ; 
as  well  from  the  dread  of  being  dethroned  as 
from  that  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  fliould  he 
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engage  in  a  war  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  How 
great  foever  the  fums  were  that  were  fent  to  this 
court,  whatever  mode  of  corruption  was  attempt¬ 
ed,  affairs  were  but  little  advanced  thereby,  for 
the  Auftrians  and  French  fcattered  their  money 
and  made  their  prefents  with  the  fame  profufion; 
and  the  Turks  found  it  more  to  their  inter  eft  to 
receive  rewards  for  remaining  quiet  than  fo«r 
becoming  adlive. 

The  ineffeftuai  efforts  which  the  king  had 
made,  at  the  Porte,  progreflively  confirmed  him 
that  he  had  nothing  to  expedl  from  foreign  aid, 
and  that  he  muft  recur  to  his  own  proper  re- 
fources.  His  whole  attention  was  turned  toward 
his  army.  All  the  men  that  could  be  obtained 
were  raifed;  arms  and  horfes  were  diftributed, 
and  the  troops  were  proyifioned,  in  order,  during 
the  enfuing  campaign,  to  oppofe  the  multi¬ 
farious  foes,  whom  Pruffia  had  to  combat,  by 
a  well  conditioned  and  numerous  army. 


V 


X  2 


ExtraiJ 
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Extras  from  the  frecfty  of  Alliance  concluded 
at  Verfailles^  on  the  opth  of  December, 
1758,  between  the  Emprefs  ^een  and  the 
King  of  France, 

This  treaty  appears  to  have  been  conclude4 
in  oppofition  to  the  convention  of  fubfidy,  which 
had  been  figned  on  the  i  ith  of  April,  the  fame 
year,  between  the  courts  of  Pruffia  and  England. 
Mention  of  this  is  even  made  in  the  preamble, 
and  it  is  there  faid  in  fo  many  words, 

That,  as  the  tranquillity  of  Germany  muft 
not  hope  for  re-eftablilhment,  except  by  en¬ 
feebling  the  pernicious  power  of  the  king  of 
PrulTia,  the  mofl:  chriftian  king  and  the  em¬ 
prefs  queen  had  thought  proper  to  flrengthen 
the  ties  of  their  union  by  a  treaty,  confirming 
the  treaty  of  Verfailles  of  the  ift  of  May  1756  ; 
that  they  might  concert  meafures  the  moft  pro¬ 
per  to  oblige  the  aggreflbr  to  give  fatisfadtion 
to  the  injured,  and  fecurity  for  the  future,  and 
that  they  might  permanently  eflablifh  the  repofe 
of  Germany,  by  reducing  the  king  of  Pruflia 
within  fuch  bounds  as  no  longer  fliould  permit 
him,  at  the  will  of  his  ambition,  and  of  that  of 
England,  to  trouble  the  general  tranquillity, 
as  well  as  the  tranquillity  of  his  neighbours. 

I  tty 
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They  then  proceed  to  the  treaty  itfelf,  which 
contains  the  following  articles  : 

Art.  I.  The  two  parties  confirm  the  treaty 
of  Verfailles,  of  the  ift  of  May  1756,  which 
they  make  the  bafis  of  the  prefent  convention. 

II.  The  king  of  France  promifes,  during  the 
whole  coiirfe  of  the  prefent  war,  to  furnilh  the 
emprefs  queen  with  a  fuccour  of  eighteen  thou- 
fand  foot  and  fix  thoufand  horfe,  either  in  men 
or  money,  which  ffiall  be  at  the  choice  of  the 
emprefs  queen. 

III.  The  fuccour  in  money  is  fixed  at  three 
millions  four  hundred  and  fifty-fix  thoufand 
florins  per  annum, 

IV.  The  king  of  France  fingly  undertakes 
to  pay  the  fubfidy  of  Sweden. 

V.  Fie  promifes  to  maintain  the  corps  of 
Saxon  troops ;  and  that  it  fhall  be  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  emprefs  queen,  whenever  fhe  fhall 
make  the  demand. 

VI.  The  two  parties  engage  to  procure  the 
Ipng  of  Poland,  eleftor  of  Saxony,  not  only 
reftitution  of  his  eftates  but  alfo  a  proportionate 
indemnification. 

VII.  The  king  of  France  promifes  to  employ 
a  hundred  thoufand  men  in  Germany,  to  cover 
the  Auftrian  low  countries  and  the  flates  of  the 
empire. 

VIII.  The 
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VIII.  The  fafety  of  the  coafts  of  Flanders 
rendering  it  neceffary  that  the  towns  of  Oftend 
and  Nieuport  fhould  be  fecured  from  all  infulr, 
and  the  moft  chriftian  king  being  defirous  of 
undertaking  the  defence  of  thefe  two  places, 
they  fhall  remain  confided  to  the  guard  of  his 
troops,  fo  long  as  the  prefent  war  between  France 
and  England  fhall  continue;  but  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  which  is  folely  relative  to  the  fecurity  of 
the  aforefaid  places,  is  not  to  be  any  way  preju¬ 
dicial  to  the  right  of  fovereignty  of  the  emprefs 
queen. 

IX.  The  king  of  France  however  promifes 
to  give  up  the  towns  of  Nieuport  and  Oftend, 
even  before  he  makes  peace  with  England,  if  it 
fhall  fo  be  ultimately  agreed, 

X.  The  countries  conquered  from  the  king 
of  Pruftia  fhall  be  governed  and  admin iftered  in 
the  name,  and  by  the  commifTaries,  of  the  em^ 
prefs  queen ;  but  the  revenues  fhall  appertain 
to  the  moft  chriftian  king,  with  the  exception 
of  forty  thoufand  florins,  to  be  deducted  for  the 
expences  of  adminiftration. 

XL  The  two  parties  engage  to  terminate 
any  individual  difcuflion  they  may  have,  in  an 
amicable  manner. 

XII.  The  moft  chriftian  king  promifes  to 
make  every  effort  during  the  war,  and  to  employ 
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m  the  conferences  for  peace  his  moft  efficacious 
good  offices,  in  order  that,  in  the  treaty  to  be 
concluded  between  the  emprefs  queen  and  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  the  duchy  of  Silefia,  and  the 
county  of  Glatz,  fhall  be  ceded  and  afcertained 
to  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  he  previoully 
undertakes  to  guarantee  all  that  fhall  be  ftipu- 
lated  on  that  head,  between  the  emprefs  queen 
and  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

XIII.  The  two  parties  engage  to  conclude 
neither  peace  nor  truce  with  their  common  ene¬ 
mies,  except  in  perfe6t  concert.  The  king  of 
France  promifes  to  conclude  neither  peace  nor 
truce  with  the  king  of  England,  without  ftipu- 
lating  with  him  that  he  fhall  employ  all  his  ef¬ 
forts  to  engage  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  grant  her 
Imperial  majefly  juft  arid  honourable  conditions; 
or  at  leaft,  not  without  obliging  the  king  o 
England  to  promife  he  will  afford  no  further  aid 
to  the  king  of  Pruffia  ;  and  the  emprefs  queen 
engages  to  make  neither  peace  nor  truce  with 
the  king  of  Pruffia  but  on  the  fame  conditions. 

XIV.  For  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant 
ftates,  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  is  confirmed; 
and  it  is  agreed  to  invite  the  crown  of  Sweden 
to  accede  to  the  prefent  treaty. 

XV.  The  emprefs  queen  renounces  her 
right  of  reverfion  to  the  duchies  of  Parnga,  Pla- 

3  centja. 
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centia,  and  Guaftalla,  in  favour  of  the  male 
defcendants  of  the  infant  don  Philip. 

XVJ.  The  two  parties  engage  to  aft  in  con¬ 
cert  with  the  duke  of  Parma  and  the  court  of 
the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies,  to  fix  the  order  of 
fucceffion  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Sicilies. 

XVII.  In  return  for  the  renunciation  made 
in  the  XVth  article,  the  mofb  chriftian  king 
promufes  to  employ  his  good  offices  to  induce 
the  king  of  Naples  to  cede  to  the  emperor  his 
pretenfions  on  the  allodial  property  of  the  houfes 
of  Medicis  and  Farnefe. 

XVIII.  The  infant  duke  of  Parma  renoun¬ 
ces  his  pretenfions  on  the  allodial  property  of 
the  houfes  of  Medicis  and  Farnefe,  as  well  as  on 
the  towns  of  Bozzolo  and  Sabionetta. 

XIX.  The  moft  chriftian  king  promifeS  to 
concur,  by  his  good  offices,  in  promoting  the 
eleftion  of  the  archduke,  Jofeph,  to  be  king 
of  the  Romans,  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the 
conftitutions  of  the  empire. 

XX.  The  two  parties  agree  to  take  no  mea- 
fures  relative  to  the  future  eleftion  of  a  king  of 
Poland  but  by  common  confent ;  and,  their 
purpofes  being  only  to  maintain  the  liberties  of 
the  Polifh  nation,  they  declare,  from  this  time, 
fhould  the  free  choice  of  the  republic  happen  to 

fall" 
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fall  on  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Saxony,  they 
will  afford  it  their  beft  fupport. 

XXL  The  emprefs  queen  having,  with  the 
duke  of  Modena,  agreed  on  the  marriage  of  the 
archduke  Leopold  with  the  princefs  of  Modena, 
and  wilhing  to  requeft  from  the  emperor  and 
the  empire  the  reverfion  of  the  feudal  fucceffion 
of  Modena,  in  favour  of  the  archduke  Leopold, 
on  condition  that  the  ftates  of  Modena  never 
lhall  be  united  to  the  colleftive  ftates  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  the  king  of  France  promifes  to 
promote  the  marriage,  by  his  good  offices. 

XXII.  The  emperor,  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
and  the  kings  of  Sweden  and  Poland,  (hall  be 
invited  to  accede  to  this  treaty. 

The  two,  laft  as  well  as  the  three  feparate 
articles,  contain  nothing  but  fimple  formalities. 


END  OF  PART  I. 


